
House Discusses The
Broadcasting Bill

JPIVERGENT views were expressedby Members of. Parliament last
week when the Broadcasting Ameni-
ment Bill, was placed before them for
the first reading. Although there was
no difficulty about the passing of the
first stage, members spoke freely on
the administration of*the Act at pre-
sent jin force. Many of them. had
words of praise for the Broadcasting
Board’s work during its current terin.
and some had little to say in favour
of the programmes offered to the listen-
ing public.It was recognised that the proposed
abolition of the Advisory Conneil was
an obvious step in view of the
enlargement of the board from three
members to seven. Severe eriticism
was levelled at the boare for Us
"strangling" attitude towards the B
stations. It remiins to be seen whe-
ther the powers to be vested in the
new board for complete control of all
programmes in New Zealand will im-
prove relations between the B stations
and fhe Government. One member
considered that if it were not for rhe
service provided by the B_ stations
there svould be a considerable reduction
in the number of listeners.
The following portion of the Rill ex-
plains the powers to be allowed the
new board in the control of all broad-
cast programmes in New Zealand:
The board will have all such powers
as may be reasunably necessary for the
effective control of such programmes,
and in particniar may :-
(1) Require fhe licensee of auy
broadeasting station to aubmit to ans
authorised officer ot the

board sne¢
particulars as may be required
ing to programmes intenfied — fo he
transmitted from the station.
(2) Prohibit either absolutely or

subject to such conditions as the board
thinks fit to impose the trarsmissiou
from any broadcasting station of any
programme or any part of Q pro-
gramme.
(3) Require the licensee of any
broadeasting station to include in or
exclude from any programme to he
transmitted from the station any mat-
ter specified by the board,
(4) Give to the licensee of any
broadcasting station such directions as
the board thinks fit in relation to the
contents, arrangement, and presenta-
tion of programmes to. be transmitted
from the station.
(5) Report to the Minister any
failure of the licensee of a broadecast-
ing station to comply with any dir-
ection or requirements of the board
given or made pursuant to this section.
Upon receiving a report by the board"that any licensee has failed to comp!y
with any direction or requirement of
the board the Minister may in his (dis-
cretion eancel the license. Nothing
in this section is deemed to constitute
the owner or licensee of any station
the agent of the board, or to impose
any liability on the board in respect
of any expense incurred by such owner
or licensee,
No advertisement intended for the
pecuniary benefit of any person shall
be transmitted from any broadcasting
station whether operated by the board
ov any other person.
No licenses for broadcasting stations
not operated by the board shal] be
issued if the effect of such issue would
be to increase the number of licenses
in force at any one time berond the
number in force when the Bill becomes
iaw on April.1.
The chairman’s salary is to be = re-
tnined at £650 n year. . The other six
members will be paid £250 a year, conf-
pared with £850 now paid board mem-
hers other than the chairman. = A con-
sequentia! amendment inereases the
quorum from two to four,
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Improving the Eyesight by Radio
Valuable Talks By Opticians-Repeating Amusing Radio Play-Sir
Alexander Young At The Mike — Farewell To Their Excel-

lencies Next Week.
UITE a number of people who real-
ise that their eyes are not too good,
intend visiting an optician, but -for
yarious reasons keep putting it off; but
eye-strain is something that should not
be treated lightly. At the first sigus
of this trouble a remedy should be
sought to prevent future trouble. The
series of four talks on "Your Eyesight."
being given from 2YA by a representa-
tive of the Institute of Opticians of
New Zealand, are, therefore, being
listened to with more than passing in-
terest by many who welcome this ad-
vice at home from a qualified optician.
The first of these chatty talks in dia-
logue was given on February 19, and
the next will be heard on Friday,
Mareh 15, at 740 p.m.

N Christmas Eve listeners were de-
lighted with the B.B.C. presen-

tation of "Playing the Game" which
came from 2YA, so its second perfor-
mance from this station on March 11
will doubtless be popular. "Playing
the Game" is a farcical extravaganza
by L. du Garde Peach. The musical.
score is by -George Barker, and the
production by Charles Brewer. The
B.B.C. Male Chorus and Orchestra,
conducted by Stanford Robinson, sup-
port a strong cast. This extravaganzn
is a burlesyue on the English Soccer
game, and is based on incidents in
the football field, where the trainer’s
daughter has rather a hectic time dur-
ing the suspense of the game, won-
dering whether her hero, a new player,
is really going to be a hero in every-
one else’s eyes.

THE talk by Sir Alexander Young,Minister of Health, on "The We'!-
lington Children’s Camp Association"
from 2YA on Saturday evening will be
listened to with interest by all who
are helping in this splendid cause.
The Hon. Sir Alexander Young re-
ceived the decoration of Knight Com-
mander of the Victorian Order after
the visit of the Duke of Gloucester.
Sir Alexander, who was born in Auck-
land, passed the State examination 3)
dentistry, and for 20 years before 1915
he was engaged in the practice of his
profession at ‘Hamilton. He contested
the Tauranga seat against Sir William
Iferries in 1908. and was elected for
the Waikato electorate in 1911. Since
the formation of the Hamilton elec-
torate in 1919 Sir Alexander Young
has represented Hamilton in Partia-
ment. He conducts a dairy farm at
Mangawai, North Auckland, and is an
honorary member of the Independebt
Order of Oddfellows, ManchesterUnity, and also of the American order.
HOSE who cannot attend the Wel-
lington Town Hall on the evening
of Thursday,, March 14, will have. an
opportunity of listening in. to the e¢ivicfarewell’to their Excellencies; the
Governor-General, "Lord Bledisloe, and
Lady’ Bledisloe, who sail the fo/lowing
day for England. During :his term of
office -in New Zealand, Lord Bledisloe
has interested himself in ail depart-
ments of public life,-having given morethan his time and valued words in so
many cases. His gifts. to the public
of this Dominion .-have been madewithout stint, and he has undoubtedly
proved in this: direction the most
public-spirited. Governor-General’.-we
have had for many -a'year. os ->
The number of

© sporting trophies
alone’ which commemorate his\.name
ave sufficient .tribute to the popularity
which he has enjoyed. Those who
listened in tq the broadcast of the
Dunedin and Christchurch farewells
last week, will know what to expect at
Wellington.on Thursday night. and it
is certain that those who are taking
part in the function only: by way oftheir receiving sets, will be as: heartily
present in spirit as is possible. .for thiswill be’ one of the occasions. when
formal public speeches to a departing
public figure will be really sincere intheir regret at New: Zealand’s — loss.
Their Excellencies will leave by the
New Zealand Shipping Company’s
liner, Rangitiki, at 10 o'clock on Fri-
day morning, March 15. They will
board the ship at 9.45 a.m.
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