
QE of the chief characteristics ofearly English law was that there
was no equality before the law, as we
claim there is now. The law applicable
to any particular man depended mainly
on his status in the social system. The
oldest form of redress for injury was the
Feud, and there was no law against it.
The first restriction imposed, however,
was that indiscriminate vengeance was
prohibited. Later the aim of this primi-
tive law was to persuade the person
injured, or his relatives in the case of
his death, to accept a blood fine, instead
of relying on corporal vengeance. In
other words, right must be demanded
before vengeance wus taken. So, in the
case of a stolen beast, the holder must
be given a chance of proving his inno-
cence. He may have bought it in the
open market before witnesses. It is here

we get the germ of our modern systemof trial,

LATER came the beginnings of state
action in the administration of jus-tice. The records show signs that royal

officers were beginning to take a larger
part in its administration. In this they
found a means of increasing the revenue
by the imposition of fines, and it was
found useful also from a police point
of view. For example, the farmer whvu
neglected military service paid a fine
to the King, and there were spevial
fines payable for disobedience to the
Royal command. It was also found that
vengeance by the community was a
process slow and unorganised, and a
great step was gained when the King
took its place. The list of the King’s
offences was greatly extended by the.
time of William the Conqueror, Thus
began the true criminal law. The
. however, were weighted against
the accused, and it was not for ceu-
turies that the accused at the King's
suit secured the elements of a fair trial.
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