
There were disquieting mental symp-
toms, too. In 1737 Handel’s friendsWere convinced that he had perma-
nently .lost his reason. A visit to
. Tunbridge Wells could scarcely be ex-
pected to accomplish much for such a
desperafe case. The doctors advised
Aix-la-Chapelle, and thither he went.
Strange to relate, he came back cured.
For a period all was well, but Handelstill continued drawing drafts upon his
constitution which eventually he would
have to meet. Visits to Aix, and laterto Cheltenham availed nothing.The worst calamity of all fell uponim when he lost his sight-this blow1 when he working on his oratorio,‘
eptha," and on the actual. score he

noted the inexorable descent jnto the
utter darkness which finally over-
whelmed him. Within three years,
early on Easter Saturday morning.
April 14, at the age of 74; he died,
after a week’s suffering. Hight days
previously he had directed a perform-
ance of "Messiah" at Covent Garden.It was his final heroie effort. His
prayer that he might die on Good
Friday, was not answered, but before
daylight on the following day, the
great heart had ceased to beat.
He was buried in Westminster
Abbey, where his monument now
stands.
No sketch of Handel’s. character
would be complete without reference
to the tenderness he bore his mother.
"Only one woman ever influenced his

life," writes Newman Flower, "ever
putting the meaning of womanhood
into a soul that sang most sweetly of
the feminine sex. Quaintly enough,
his great understanding of his mother
came, not from her presence, her ready
influence, but from her distance. She
always seemed to reach out to him and
touch him, in Hamburg, in Italy. in
Hanover, in London. . When he was
soaring, or when in the grip of ad-
versity, she was ever there.’
Handel had one other love. Thig was
his beloved foundlings, whose hospital
he so generously assisted through his
life. By performances of his ‘"Mes-
siah" alone, they were benefited to
the tune of more than £7000. A heart
full of tenderness lay beneath the
"Great Bear’s" exterior.
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