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Friday, March 1, 1935.

" Radio and the King’s Jubilee

B.B.C. Planning World-Wide Broadcast— National
Thanksgiving Service From St. Paul’s — England
Prepares to Fight Competition From Germany

(Special to the “Radio Record”: By Air Mail) ‘

This. pege was written speci
wlly jor the “New Zealand Redic
Record” by L. Marstend Gunder,
@ well-known broudeasting wiiter
in London. . o
v * London, February 14.
.TIIE}. King's Silver Jubilee in May

will. provide British broadecasting
with - the greatest occasion in . ifs his
tory, and- plans worthy of it are iu
preparation. = Onge again his Majesty
is expected to speak to his world-wide

family; on this occasion not omly in -

affectionate regard for g subjects in
all lands, but also in heartfelt grati-
tude for the blessings of his reign.
Empire listeners will hear a week of
special programmes. Again it is hop-
ed to link Empire countries in an im
pressive “hook-up” of radio round the
globe; the Dominion Premiers in Lon-
don will come to the microphone; the
Royal reviews of army, navy and
R.A¥. will be covered either by run-
ning commentaries or eye-witness ac
counts; the B.B.C. drama department
is giving a special review of the chiel
events of his Majesty’s reign.
Special arrangements are beivg mad.

Bowel Trouble

by Homozon, the only safe
and sure non-irritant laxative,
For men and women, a pure
blood stream is a vital neees-
sity, Of particular importance .
to expectant mothers,
Price 2/-.
Tmportant Medical 'l‘estimonials.
on pur Files.

-~ Prepared in four forms: —
= Jindigestion  [JConstipation -
== [[Diabetes CIBlood Pressure jmm

' Mark your requirements.

PRYES bRt

MESSRS. HOMOZON 'DISTRIBUTORS,
P.0. Box 1401, R, Auvckdand. ' *
T enclose saees- Please forward to me ....es
packet(8) of Homozon. as marked,
Name
AQAIeSS  .ovvvrionarannanamiaiiiarsens viens
Hygienic Supplies Posted in Plain
‘Wrapnpers., -
. Lists and Prices om Application,
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for the relay from St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral of the national thanksgiving ser
-vice, St Pauls, because of ifs fam-
ous “whispering gallety,” has alwayw
presented a diffieult acoustical prob-
lem. Underneath the dowe there i3
a complete “black-out” from the poin:
of. view of broadcasting. But good re-
sults ave expected from & revision of
the existing arrangements. Incident-
ally the appointment to St. Paul’s of
Canon H. R. L. Shepherd, swho was
the first radio preacher, has made the
task of the B.B.C. outside broddcas’
ing department easier.

HIS is to be an Fmpire year for
the B.B.C., not onli' because of the
Jubilee Dbroadcasts, but also because
the B.B.C. ig determined to expand
and improve this service. The.
cumstances are especially favourable.
Revenue is increasing as the total of
license figures creeps u; toward the
7.000,000 mark. The expiration of
the charter, which runs for ten years,
trom 1926, is at hand, aund inquiry by
the Government Select Committee into
the affairs of the corporation is ex-
pected. It is more important than
ever that the B.B.C. should demon-
strate that it has not failed in its
trust. :

And it so bappens that the acting
vontroller of the programmes at the
B.B.C. is deeply interested in the Em-
pire. He is a broad-minded Imperiat
ist, an Imperialist in the most liberal
-interpretation of the word. Director
of Public Relations at the B.B.C., M
Gladstone Murray is acting as pro-
gramme controller during the absence
on prolonged sick leave of Col. Daw-
nay. Mr., Murray tells me that he
wants the Empire programmes to be
simpler and more emotional. | In
other words (my own) there must be
less high-browism and more heart ap-
peal. DMr. Gladstone Murray (he got
that Christian name from parvents wio
admired the Grand Old Man) is a Can-
adian himself and came to Oxford as a
Rhodes scholar. He understands the
wide open spaces and their peoples.

Angd a third reason why the Empire
“Service is going forwaxd is techniecal
The Daventry site is being cleared for
aetion. - Already Britain’s long-wave
station has been moved from Daventry
to Droitwich. The other home- sta-

tion on the site, Midland regiopal, is’

t8 . be removed to. Droitwich . next
month, The empty buildings, and,
what i$ more important, the giant 500
feet -masts, already used to some ex-
tent, will be wholly available for the
Empire transmissions. The problem
of the Bmpire short-wave broadeast:
bas resolved ilgelf largelv into a prob-
lem of aerials. -
This year the B,B.C. must and- will

cir- .

leave the short-wave stations of the
Continent far in the rear. At Broad-
casting House the new Germun short-
wave “Impire service” is regarded as
4 direct challenge. It will be answer-
ed.

ASKED Mr. Henvy Hall, Director

of the B.B.C. dance orchestra.
what parts of the Empire sent most
wfap-mail” to him, He said that In-
Jia and Africa headed the list, and
pext in order came Canada and Aus-
tralia ana New Zealand. Actually he
proadcasts more for the Bmpire thaw
any other B.B.C. orchestra. He told
me a curions fact. Not one of his
Empire correspondents had ever shown
himself able.to distinguish between
an actial first transmission and a re-
corded version, They also give a sec-
ond lease of life to tunes which are

slightly demode in England. For in-
stance, it appears that “Love in

Bloom” is extremely popular overseus

‘NOW.

He gets the most letters from the
“home-sick exile” type of Britou. Over-
seas broadcasters, listeners, and dance-
band enthusiasts are all interested in
the composition of his band because of
the remarkable reception which they
sometimes experience.  Actually it 18
the smallest of the major dance bands
on the air. It has only fourfeen mem-
bers compared with the nsual twenty

or more.
It comprises four brass and four

rhythm instruments, four saxophones,

violin and a voealist. Don Donovan
is the prineipal voealist, another is
Len Bermon, the drummer; there is
also a vocal frio, and the second frum-
pet sings occasionally, making a
fourth change, There are no less
than five arrangers ip the band.

“Y still get a genui.e thrill when I
know that my band is broadcasting te
the Empire,” Mr. Hall said to me. I
believe him, for he has certainly never
lost the “first fine careless rapture.”
“Henry,” as he is universally krown at
Broadcasting House, has attained thag

degree of fame in Britain which was.

once the sole prerogative of Hollywood
film stars. On holiday he may arrive
at & hotel unknown. When he goes
the guests have massed on the lawn
and chant “Here’s to the next time.”
But this adulation has in no sense
spoiled our Henry, Nor does he intend
to give up broadcasting to grasp some
of the glittering prizes of the music-
halls as so many others have done
when once made by broadcasting,



