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Noise Effects inDrama "Cement"
Studio Staff and Producer Take Pains to Achieve Realism--Short Wave
Reception at 1YA Efficient-English Pianiste’s Premiere-1YX_Change-over. . |.
T is no wonder that the futuristic .

drama "Cement." by Maurice Hay,
which was recently performed over
1YA by the J. M..Clarke Dramatic
Players, proved so successful and was
enjoyed somuchby listeners, Therewas
a cast of 14 players, and the drama
was excelléntly ‘produced... Listeners
have no.idea:how much trouble the of-
ficials..6fTY and the producer wentto in, order. to make the unusual. play.the stideess ‘it was, For instance, 38
different: ‘effects were employed in’ the
large ‘studio. These included many .
glass frames which were broken, a
series;«of: pitched electric bells, huge
slabs. ofGoncrete weighing lewt. each, .
a specially constructed gadget for mak-
ing a noise to resemble the squéaking
of motor-car brakes, whistles galore, a
big roll of linoleum to-portray the
bumping of a mototear, ‘a’: washing:

tub full of water to make a crash ofa.motor-car into a stream, a set of tym-
pani and a bass drum, and numerous
other effects which the staff intend. to
keep to themselves. It-was.also- neces-
sary to run.a microphone to the front
door of 1YA to pick up-the noise of the
starting . of a motor-car engine. The.

_
effects in the studio had: to synchronise
‘With recorded effects used, so accurate
timing had to be carried out. In fact,
synchronisation was eyerything for the
"success of the play,. and: the staff and
producer deserve great credit for the
fine work they put into the. play. Fiverehearsals fou’ effects ‘alone were heldin the studio beforehand.

HD suggestion made by an Auckland
radio writer last week that 16 or

.20-vyalve short-wave receivers, to-
gether. svith special aerial systems,shouldbe ‘used by’ the. -Broadcasting
Board toreceive the’ Empire short-wave ,

station implies a criticism of the
Broadcasting Board which is not in
any way justified. The writer is ap-
parently not aware that the best short-
wave receivers on the market to-day
do not employ more than nine valves at
the most. As far as quality is con-
cerned no more than seven valves are
used. The relay receivers at presentin use by the board compare more than
favourably with the best commercial re-
ceivers available overseas. Regarding
the special aerial system he mentions,
‘it is interesting to note that the aerial
system in use at the Post and Tele-
graph Department’s station at Brown’s
Bay was located there because the area
Was considered by experts to be the
most suitable around Auckland for
shortwave reception. In the circum-stances it is hard to ‘see how the
Broadcasting Board can do more thaulit is doing.
"THE eminent English pianist, Mrs.Hester Stansfeld Prior, who has
been specially engaged by the Broad-casting Board, will give her first- re-cital from 1YA on Wednesday next af
8.38 pm.’ She will: play Schubert's
famous "Brandenburg Concerto," andwill be assisted by strings and flute. It
is interesting to note that Mrs. Stans-feld Prior is one of the very few wo-
men members of the Royal Philhar-
monic Society, London. She is not only
a pianiste of note, but a lecturer who
has spoken in London for the London
‘University Extension. ° ;

SMART bit of workwas carried
out by the technical staff of 1Y\ .on Wednesday night of last.week, ‘when
the auxiliary station, 1YX, was ‘movedfrom the top of Lewis. Eady’s. buildingin Queen Street to new quarters
specially made available in the new
1YA studio building jin Shortland
Street. After the station closed at 10
o’clock, the staff set to work to dis-
mantle the transmitter, while others
began to-pack.up the studio fittings.

_Working . furiously throughout: the
~night,: everything was put togetheragain by 6 a.m..on Thursday,and at
‘that hour the first. test transmission
was carried out, the station being on
theair at.5 o’clock the same eveningAs: usual, With an + improved aerizerected on a building’ where there ix!far less absorption than was the casewith the: Lewis Hady building, 1YX's
transmission hag

been greatly
im

proved,

T is Auckland’s turn next Sunday
night to have opera. At 8.30 p.m.
1YA will present the complete recorded
version of Puccini’s "La Tosca,’ which
was recorded during an actual perform.
ance of this great opera in La ‘Scala,
Milan; by. the ‘principals, chorus andorchestra of that theatre.
HE Empire Shortwaye station was
received well in Auckland last
week, the electrical recordingof the
’

speech by Mr. Walter Runciman, Pre
sident of the British’ Board of Trade,last Thursday night, coming in at full
strength. The experiment of using dif
ferent transmitting aerial systems,
every 14 minutes is now being carried |out by this big station, and should,
sooner or later, result in maximuny
aerial efficiency being:secured.
N Wednesday night, a few minutes
before 11 o’clock, when 1YA was
scheduled to close down, the transmit
ter at Henderson suddenly went off the
air. The trouble was due to a con
denser, which blew out. The trouble
was quickly remedied, and the station
was on the air at full strength a few
minutes later, testing.

[HE results of the principal eventsof the New Zealand Swimming
Championships held in the Muni
cipal. Tepid Baths at Auck
land last week-end: were quickly
broadcast’ by Station 1YA. Lis
teners Who reside in distant parts of
the Dominion and had relatives and,
friends taking part in the big swim-i/
ming events were thus able to become:
acquainted with the results, and kept
in touch with the position of each provincial team in the contest for the
Yaldhurst -Shield awarded for most
points.gained,
re present the Rev::©. G. Scrim
geour, director.ofthe Friendly
Road station, 1ZB, is making a tour of,the North Island, having launched a
well-planned, campaign to obtain an extension of station: facilities and hours.
He ‘has held several’ large and enthu-’
silastic’meétings of. in the dif-ferent" townships, and has received.
many promises of support. He was in.
Wellington last week arranging for.
monster ‘meetings to be held there, and,
also at Palmerston North,

~

Ezjoy thisTHRILLREmYouR HOME

VHEN pilots pit theirskillagainstthesky
when 'planes speed like
winged bullets through bil-
lowy clouds, and looping
and banking scintillate in
thesunlight dontmiss a
'single thrill:

Tired,worn-outvalves:mean
poorradio reception re-
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