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THE NEWEST BOOKS

Two Exéellent Volumes of One-Ac

N. Z. Playwrights” Work In Pmt

t Plays Published in W‘euingeton»—Vieto: R

S. Lloyd Gives Advice to BuddingPlaywrights—A New Book for .
Contract Bridge Enthusiasts. |

THERE is 2 rapidly growing demand
" for one-act plays and the play writ-

ing competition held in New Zealand

last year for this type of play brought
forth some talent which should be re-
cognised abroad in the near future.
Twelve of the best plays in this com-
betition by new writers, will
shortly pe available, Victor 8.
Lloyd, the Wellington producer,
who has written the foreword:
in these two publications, gives some
really sound advice to those embarking
on the writing or producing of plays.
One of ‘the most outstanding plays is
Moosy” by V. Targuse, which is
in the second volume. It isan admir-
able play for producing, being a fine
character study of a half-witted girl.
The brother responsible for the acei-
dent which caused the girl's ‘condition,
feels that now his parents are dead he
1s responsible for the girl’s fate and
nust devote his life to her, This sister,
now sixteen, idolisey her brother anad

Is jealous .of hig lover and with - the

cunning of a certain type "of half-wit
she makes him promige that - he will

mever leave her, because of her “broken

head.” The broken head of this sweet
but selfish sister’s doll plays a promin-
ent part in this play which ig surely one
of the best New Zealand has yet, pro-
duced., “Black Sheep,” by H. '¢. D,
Somerset ‘has ag -its setting a room
above the boilers In'a freezing works,
It starts on a note of Supposed .tragedy,
but ends in laughter. The works man-

-ager is said to have been murdered by

a new hand, who is proved guilty and
admits the crime. At the eritieal mo-
ment this murderer reveals himgelf: as
the works manager in disguise, ‘whosge
motive of masquerading was to get the

‘view point of the workers who were

wanting a strike, B. R. O’Brien has
given a fine portrayal of a crafty busi-
ness man' in “Thé Reckoning,” -which
has wit provided by the clerks and
typist in the office. The curtain falls
when the swindler ig becoming over-

Dpowered by his consience. “Potatoes” -

by Mabel. Brackenburg Latter
play
about twins, one of whom is secretly
married and is adored by her husband,
but. who does not return his affection.
Instead, the twin sister -secretly loves
him and when he is killed by a falling
tree in the Mary Angel' Garden, of

which the twin. sisters are proprietors,
‘this unmarried sister is the means of
giving him his last and only. happy -

moments. He thinks it is his wife and
dies in perfect peace, ‘

It seems unfair to single out any par-
ticular plays in these two books be-
cause they are all distinetly different

and entertaining. T'he other plays arve:

“The Ayes Have It” (H. ¢. D. Som-
erset),. “School For OCynics” (8. H.
Whitehead), “Jael” (Helen Parker),
“Father Against Son”
“The Substitute” (1. A. Charles), “Just
a Little Bit of Life” (Gwynne Pea-
cock), “Men forr Pieces” (V. Margnse)y

is a

(James Wilson), -

and “Agnes in Astumn”
Webgter) .

“Six One-Act Plays (1935)” and “TFurth-

er One-Act Plays (1933).” Nationzl Maga-
zines Limited, Wellington. Our coples
from the publishers. These volumes wers
compiled under the auspices of the New
Zealand branclh of the  :Brifish Drama
League.

"SLAM Bidding at  Contract,” by

Lieut.-Colonel J. Grose, is some-
thing new in bridge hooks and one

which ghotld he welcomed by all keen

players. The author sets out ‘gwen'ty-
hands together with the bidding to
illustrate the expert’s method of ap-
proach when a slam i “in the offing.”
- There are also in-

teresting exainples

showing how dan-

ger signals should

be observed, which

sighals should aute-

- wmatically
" watehful pariners
that a slam is im-

possible, The ex-

planatory notes

headed “for non-

experts,” which ac-

company each haud

‘ illustrated, make
the reasoning be-

© hind the bidding

understandable by

) all.  Perhaps the

outatanding feature of the book is a
set of cards (in pairs) contained in the
caver pocket. On the cards are printed
hands to be used in practice ‘ealling
by a player and his prospective par::
ner,

opinion as to what the correct calling
should be.
bidding examples which are obviously
unot intended for the beginner. One I_n
particular shows how a Little. Slam is
arrived at in three calls, viz:

(Gertrude

warn.

After the final bid is arrived. at,
. the players cam refer to the author’s

However, there are a few -

Hearf, WEST & Spades,
BAST 6 Spades,

Certainly 6 Spades is the eorrect
final bid on the hand given, but refiect-
ing on the “niodus operandi” in arriv-
ing there, calls to mird the remarks
hy a well-known Bridge authority when .
diseussing a certain freak hand as fol- -
lows 1~ }

“An absolute novice would eall 7
diamonds on the hand, an average
player 5 ¢lubs, a good player 6 clubs
and a master player, 7 diamonds!® -

So with the 6 Spade call mentioped
above, opinions may differ, However,

"BAST 1

* shoyld .a player A make the hid and

miss (any bid that suceéeds is excused
by a pariner), his parimer B might be -
in doubt as te which of .the “twe

clagses” player A really helongs. ‘

“Slam Bidding at Condérvact,” - Lieutenants
Colonet J. Grose. George Allen and Ui,
Limited, - Ouzr copy from the publishers.
The above revisw was_written hy Mr, O,
Glen-Doepel, one  of Wellington's expert
contract players, - .

HOPLH are so much inclined to take
~ - broadcasting for granted howadays
that a little “boosting” by a first-class
station is not out of place, 2UW, Sydney
has preduced an artistie sixteeh-page
boaklet -explaining -its service in:'-the
radio world not -only to. Australia, but
even further afield, and introdueing to
listeners some of the many oustanding

members of the regular staff, Those

who have tuned in on 2UW will  ap-
preciate the station’s elaim to being the.
leading broadeast concern in Australia.
Many of the names of their artist-an-
nouncers are as familiar in New Zea-
land, as in Australia,. There.are Mr. J.
M, Prentice, formerly Auckland’s most

.popular apnouncer, Len Maurice, a fre-

quently recorded baritone, Charles
Lawrence, the Cinesound talking
porter, and Vernon Sellars; who russ | -
the cheerful early morning Session.

Published Next Wee]e’

next week.

FURTHERONE ACTPLAYS, 1935

These, companion volumes, each containing

the six best plays submitted in.their respec-
tive classes in the British Drama League . .
Festival for various trophies, will be published. .

Bright, Effective, Meritorious. -

R Prlce 3/- ’eaeh, .

from Booksellers or .

~ NATIONAL MAGAZINES LIMITED
- P’.Ob._‘;lli;g;?‘{_"IGSl}, WELLINGTON I

re.



