
your mind, forget it, hecanke it isn’tso, +"
There was a slight pause as they
took measure of each other.’ .°Mike's
sincerity began to affect Richard. Im:
possible !-yet-Mike, not wishing ‘to
taunt him by withholding’ anything,hurried on. "But, -you see, she came
back to tell you about me. Only she
found you’d burned your bridges in
public and she coulfn’t let you. down."
Richard felt weak with sick. relief.

"Well, I guess that just about setties
the matter, doesn’t it?"
Mike shook his head firmly. "No,It can only be settled one way. Her
way, which she’s too unselfish to face.
So I’m trying to face it for her."
"Oh, And I suppose she asked you
up here? So that you might-"
"Rar from it. When I called youroffice and ‘learned you’d left earlier
than you expected, I simply knew she’drun away from me."
Richard was scornful. "You're kid-
ding yourself, Bradley." .

"No, I’m not," Mike struck back at
him, eruelly. "You’re in a better posi-
tion than I am to know a man can’t ’
kid himself about a woman.""TJ don’t understand." Richareéfaltered.
Mike continued ‘mexorably. "Don’t
ask me to use a Glub. You know whatI mean."It was a blow that hit Richard be-
tween the eyes. -The past few months
began flashing through his mind. But
he refused to accept what his reason
tola him. "Ithink this talkis finished."

Mike steppedin front of him, "Not
yet! You once untangled a snarl like
| this is by. facing it squarely and ask-
ing the woman you were married to:.to.-do the: same, Well, she came
through for you, didn’t she? And now, .

according to your rules, it’s your turn
to come through for somebody. else.""What do you propose I should -do
about it?" Richard’s laboured breath-
ing was clearly audible.
"Give her-up. Give her back to her-.
self." He stopped at Richard’s look of
derision on the-word "herself." "Oh,I know. I’m getting the breaks. © But
there’s: nothing I-can do to keep them
on your side. And I know it’s tough,
but there’s nothing you can do.""Get-out-of-here !"
Mike’s voice went hard, "All right,-
then! I'll take her away from you! I’ve
never tried-but I can, and now I will.
Right past divorce courts and marriage
certificates, and all the rest of it, And
we'll be more openly and honestly and
completely together than all the-"
"You heard me." Richard’s voice had
risen almost to a scream, and the veins
on his forehead were distended. "Get
out. I won’t answer for my actions, I
tell you-"
Neither of them had: noticed as
Diane entered the room.
"Mike," she now breathed in whis-
pered reproach. Then she searched
Richard’s face. What had been said?
He addressed: her harshly. "Diane-
do you-love this man?"
There was a short, awful pause.
Underneath, his plea had reached
her ears. She responded to it, not dar-
ing to look at Mike. "N-no-Richard."
She stared at him as if to sustain the
lie by her fixed stare."Dinah!"
_
Richard centinued, ignoring. Mike’s
cry.. His voice was hoarse. "He-he
said he could take you away, if he
wanted to: Is-that true?" )

"No-no. He-couldn’t, Richard."
"Dinah! Look at me!" Mike com-
manded her in agonized tones.
But Diane, struggling for what she
believed was right, gripped’ the tablefor support and, with eyes. averted,
spoke to. Mike in hurried, strained re-proach, "You had no right to do this!I told you. This is my husband. He
means everything to me, everything!
Can't you understand? Can’t you see
what you-
With blanching face, Richard noted
Diane’s unwillingness to face Mike and

the strained unnaturalness of her ac-
cusation, A..nerve began to twitch inhis -eye,: and "his: body stiffened untilit shook. ~
’

"No, Dinah," "Mike was saying.
.As-he started towards her, Richard
‘stepped between them. His voice was
like granite. "I think she’s decided."
"No, she hasn’t," Mike said sharply.
"Then. I’ll decide," Richard thunder-ed suddenly at him.. ¢

And as Diane stood rooted to the
spot in stark terror, he strode to the
gun rack: beside the hall door.It was only when Richard lifted the
gun. from. the rack that Diane..found
her ‘voice. . With a wild, terrified shriek,
she ran to Mike and ‘planted herself
before him as a human shield,
"Richard-no-it’s Mike!-"’ Her
voice rose and broke. Hven then, even
in this near danger to Mike, she half
caught herself. Her fingers went to
her mouth. for in that instant she real-
ised that she had betrayed herself.
(Continued on page 52.)

Prizes forEssayson NasBed Lie
,

FRREADERS are reminded that the
essay competition dealing

with New Zealand birds or forests
closes on Sunday, F:)ruary 10.
The following prizes have been
donated by the New Zealand Bird
Protection Society for essays con-
tributed by readers of the ‘Radio
Record," the "N.Z. Referee" and
the "N.Z. School News": First
prize, a cheque for £5; second _

prize, one for £2/10/-; third,
three separate prizes of three
cloth-bound albums valued at
£1 each; fourth, three separate
paper-bound albums valued. at:
12/6 each. The albums contain a
beautiful collection of coloured
reproductions of the more inter-
esting of our native birds.
The essays to be of not more
than 500 words and upon one of
the following subjects:-
1. Personal Observation of any
Native Bird, ar,
2..The Value of the Native |

Forest to New Zealand.
Recognised ornithological ex-
perts are requested to refrain
from competing. Entries must
be written in ink on one’ side of
the paper only and forwarded to
the Editor of the "N.Z. Radio
Record". by Sunday, February 10:
Results, to be judged by an
authoritative expert, will be an-nounced as soon as possible there-
after.

Learn how Screen
StarsCreate
ROMANTICBEAUTY
'Thegecretof beauty's attraction is_
colour: To emphasise this attrac-tion, Max Factor, Hollywood8
make-up genius, created colour
harmony make-up for each in-dividual type. Every famous
screen star knows this Becret and
intensifies the charm and allure ofher type with correct colour har-
mony in face powder, rouge and
lipstick:
'OheckyourColouringswithan 'X"
NissLynctte COMPLEXIONS EYES HATR

VeryLighe__ Blue_L_ BLONDESStewart, Fau_ Grjk___ Lighe_-ODuk__0/0 Oook Ciamy_~ Green BROWNETTES
Mcdium Hurl_ Lght_-O Duil_t&R086 Ruddy-=

Biown_ BRUNETTES

Ltd., Sulon_ BLct Lrht+-QDirt_
Freckled_ LSHESICalar) REDHEADSP.o Box Olve Lght_ Lsght_-0Dub-0Dul

210, SRIN Dvy AGE IfHait #t Groy ctkttOiONounz S14cboxtOndMtus 'Christchurch:
Please send Max Factors Make-up
Colour HarmonyChart;Complexion
Analysis and 48-page illugtrated
Book,(TheArt0fSocietyMake-up.
NAMI
ADDRESS

If Jou enclose 6d. Lynette will alsoscndyouapursesizeboxofpowderin your correct harmony shade_RRl:

Freei
NEW BOOK

92S6KOWTOREADTEACups
Reveals Veiled Secrets

Surprise, amuse, and delight your friendsWith the secretsYou learn from thig amazingnew book; You1l mystify; you'Hl excite
curiosity, provoke chuckles, laughs, and end-legs fun by the ingenious readings You giveif YOu follow directions in' this booklet:
Simple, easily understood, and revealing forthe first time many secrets and mysteriesof the symbolism of Tea-cup Reading:
Linited issue. Post this CoxpotTo-day:At 57 456754
The Tea Cup Sage;' Po Box 463, Dunedin.
Pleasepogt free book, (6How to Read Tea Cupe:"1I enclose" 3d in stamps' to cover postage and packing.
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