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Leadmg Lady Gets a Bmken Nose

Nlce TFlorio and Lubow, Dancers with Frank Ne11 Revue Company, Don
Always Land Softly—Charles Florio Keeps an Interesting Serap-
Book—New Zealand Repertory , .

ICE, Florio and Lubow, the spec-
tacular American dancers with the
Frank Neil Revue Company now tour-
ing New Zealand, have thrown eacl
other ahout on stages in the four
_corners of the earth-—and they smiled
slightly when a “Radio Reecord” rep-
resentative  asked them about the
gentle art of being landed on one's
face on the stage without getting hurt.
“There’s no art about it,” -said
Charles Florio. . “Somstimes we get
bruised pretty badly—and Miss Lu-
bow has had “her nose broken twice.
The last time wag In Liverpool and we
just had: to throw a eurtain over her
and finish the act ourselves.”

All the time the young dancer Was
hurrying into an evening suit with a
celerity that is born only of long praec-

~ tice—the hour was about three p.m.
and a matinee was in progress, “Here
you ave,” he said, “cast your eye over
our press euttings while I'm away—"
and he tossed a book in my direction.

Now, ,I've looked at books of press’

cuttmgs in, drégsing ' rooms. all over
the countly, and I've generally found
them . inexpressibly * “dull 3
Florio. has ‘adopted the principle -of
. puttm‘r Lis. own cemments beside the
newsbaper -write-ni and I found -the

book as- znterestlng as a pmma donna’s

confessions,

It was begun in Paus and Included"

a snappy programme from the Mont-

martre. Club labelled “Totite-la” Nuit

The trio theén crossed the Channel to
the Holborn Rmpire,  London, where
they appeared on“a variety- bill with
Jack Hylfon.. Says Mr, Florio in his

comment: “What 2 push over audience

heve.- Hope. all our dates are as good.
Ametica, I won't see you for some
tiame” - Fropl . -the Iolborn Empire,
Nice, ' Florio. and Lubow went .on: t0
the Palladium, where

right next to Jack Hylton's.,”. And theh
started -a tourr -of the provinces, the
scrap-book showing  cuttings from
papers in ‘Brighton, Birmingham, Man-
chester, Liverpool, and a dozen smaller
towns. : ‘At the Alanchester. Hippo-
drome they were on the game bill as
Wil Hay, ‘the comedian whose work
is known' to New . Zealanders. by his
appearance in “Those Were the Days,”
screened here-recenily,
chester visit: Mr. Tlorio writes:
vellous - audience and marvellous con-
ductor.
ium in TLondon, - Rented a eottage and
dlscovered that night that it contained:

no gas, eleetumtv ‘or heat,” I went to
bed by c'lndle 11<rhr
toric?’

Ireland was' the next port of call—
Dubhn——and :

the Theatre  Royal -in
Charles Florio says: “Very good band
—vyery good date. Stopped the show
every night. The man that wrote the
song abont ‘Ireland Must bhe. Heaven’
should De shot- for lying. Hver seen
the River Liffey? Dirty—and how!”
And then hack to Paris for a spell,

But Mr.

* “we . had our -
names . in lights. for the first time——and.

Of the Man- -
“Mar-

He should be at .the Pallad-

W’Ls I prehis-

to Juaﬂ-LesJ’ms to the Casino there,
to Monte Carlo, to the Savoy Hotel in
London, and so on to another tour of
the provmces :

But in the meantime Frank Neil, of
Sydney, had arrived in London on

TREAT ’EM ROUGH.—This seetns
to ‘be rthe slogan of all three people

piceured .above., - But it’s only part
of the game which makes them the
outstanding act-in the: Frank Neil
revues now being staged in Welling-
ton.. = They are Nice, Florio and
Lubow, American dancers, and an
interview: with them appears on this
page.

look-out for talent Nice, Florio and

‘Lubow came; they were seen, and Mr.
- Neil was conquelecL

He got thelr sig-
natures: on the dotted line, told them

wabout a town named Melbourne that
‘was about fo celebrate its centenary-—
- and asked them to pack their bags as-
-And- so the trio sail:

soon .as possible.’
ed across half the world to Melbourne,

where they opéned at the Tivoli in

October of last _year.. -And, after a

‘trinmphanpt season in Melbourne the

company moved on’ to Auckland, Whe1e
it was the Christmas - attraction.

. By this time the act. was over and
the fwo inen came back to-the dress-
ing-room. “Here's a painting I did of
a bit of Auckland Harbour,” said Mr.
Nice, producihg a very creditable little
wateér colour. “There were two old

“humiks in the foreground, Lut I didn’t

like ’em much, so I left them out.”
Miss Lubow came in, too, and sat

on the dressing-room floox. “I like this
-country of yours,” she said. “The peo-
ple in Melbourne told us that New Zea-
land audiences were the haidest in the

-world and I was just about scared stiff

by the time we¢ opened in Auckland

But they’ve been wonderful—I'd like - .

to come back again, quite soon. Yes,
we've had a look at a few spots of New
Zealand scenery. Had a rush through

didn’t care if the lakes were green, red
-or purple, or if the colours ran into
each other, by the time we had finished
being. guided around, And, oh, boy!
it's a great climate you keep -down
bere.”

At the moment. Mr, Florio’s hobby
is gazing at things through a micro-
scope. He's collected a. set of very
small ingects and he’s getting quite a
kick out of investigating' the family
life of a woolly aphis., And he's rather
keen at the moment on a new record
‘which has Cab Calloway and his band,

. the Milly Brothers and Don Redman

on the one disc. It's hot music of the
100 degrees variety. , . -

REPERTORY has been enjoying w
Iull -in New Zealand during thé

'hohdays, but the various societies are

now getting to work and drawing up
the schedules’ that will carry them
through  the year. Members of the

Wellington Repertory Theatre .are’

hard at work rehearsing “The Laugh-
ing Lady,” while the Canterbury Rep-
ertory Society also has a new play in
hand. Smaller societies in the pro-
vincial centres are busily laying plans
for increasing their memhberships.

BT another play about. Disraeli has

been staged in London, “Young Mr.
Disraeli,” by Misg Blswyth Thane, au-
thor of *The Tudor Wench.” Mr. Der-
rick de Marney interpreted the ehief
character in the frst preses,twtion, at
the Kingsway Theatre, It is not in
the least surprising  that the Disraeli
character should be perenially attrac-

‘tive as a theme for playwrights, for

there is more drama in every ten »yes.'rs
of his life than in many even conspicu-
ously eventful. lifetimes, 'The present
p-lay dealg only with one of the earlier
phases. It stops short when Disraeli
was 34, still 29 years from Prime Min-
js&telship, and still a dazzling, ecentric
(and, in some quarters, very nuch dis-
trusted) young man, The production
turned out to be a good attraction.

BIISS GERTRUDE LAWREINCE has
decided that at the moment her
ﬁlm claims are more pressing than her

“Moonlight is Silver,”
seen later in New Zealand, finished
earlier than was expected. The stage

~on this oceasion was forgaken for the

filming of the scenario from the world-
1h1mous* “Vie ‘de Boheme,” cyulied “The
Latin Quarter,” Miss Lawrsnce ig co-
starring Douglas Fairbanks, junior,

-stage claims, and the London rum of
which may. be .

" Rotorna—such a rush, in fact, that I .



