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WELLINGTON NOTES

Song About Duke Fails To ‘e Cllck”

Despite Good Pub11c1ty, Song Commemoratmg Duke’s Visit Greeted
Coldly by N.Z. Public—Clive Drummond Mentioned in Nelle
Scanlan’s Last Book—Mr, Leo Du Chateau’s Experiences.

T'HE gong of welcome entitled, “The

Prince,” which was written by
Albert ¥, Light to commemorate the
Duke of Gloucester's visit to the Mel
bourne Centenary, had the verses nm-
mended by Frank S. Cooze to be ap-
propriate for the Duke’s visii to New
Zealand, but the - sales were not as
good as in Australia, TFred Webber
and his ovchestra featured thix new
song at the Majestic Theatre and the
Wentworth Cabaret for g week, and
the Port Nieliolson Band played it at
one of their Sunday night open-air
concerts at Orviental Bay. Misg Irvis
Magon also played Prank Crowther’s
arrangement of it on the organ at the
Paramount Theatre. Despita the good

publiclty, the gong has not © au«ht
on” to any extent, This is not a re-

flection on the merits of the New Zea- .

land composers concerned, or on the
patriotism of the New Zealavd public,

The song of weleome was essentially

topical for the Duke's visit, and people
worth~
while buying the music for the occasion,

" There are few who would fea! moved to

such patriotism as to sing praises to
the Duke around the piano st home or
in the bath tnb, where the lz’.Lest hits
are 8o popuhr

YHERE seems to be some gifterence
in England as to how St Ponte-
fract’s should be pronounced. People
who have been to. the town by that
mme say that it is pmnounced as
“Pomfreys,” but it is signifieant that
the B.B.C. announcers in the pro-
gramme of “The Fifth Fsrm at St
Pontefracts,” the burlesque of school
life by the Melluish . Brothers, pro-
nounce it as it is spelt. This seems to
indicate that the B.B.C., a3 1n other
instances, are preferring a more reason-
able prouuucmuon. Thig bright enter-
tainment is to be heard from 2¥A again
on Tuesday evening.

MR LEO DU CHATEAU, mentioned

in these columns two. weeks ago,
is the producer of “The Cavendish Af-
tair,” by Maurice Chapman, which iz
to be broadeast from 2YA on Thurs
day, January 31,:at 94 pm Mr. du
Chatean made I1is debut as the Irish
policeman in the Dick Whittington
Pantomime at His Majesty’s Theatre,
Syduey, in the Christmas of & 1895.
From the boards Mr. du Chateau grad-
uated to management, and for the 1ate
X, J. Carroll handled such stars as
Florence Awustral, Ignaz
Fnedman and the Don Cossack Choir.
He has trav lled through many coun-
r Harry Lauder as man-
ager,’ and \hs a wealth of anecdotes
about the famous little Scotsman, It
is said that no more perfect drawing-
roown, mimic than Mr, du Chateaun

exigts to-day. He posmvely bnngs
zot only the accent but the pelsonahty
before you of the person he is imi-
tating. Mr. du Chatean’s work as a
producer, apart from his vast store of
techmcal -knowledge, is aided by his
extraordinary capacity for teaching,
and he is a citizen, of Wellington
whose contribution to 1ts culture is
valuable indeed,

HOSE wwho have mnot had the
pleagmre of reading .Nelle 1L
Scanlan’s latest baok, “Winds of

Heaven,” the engrossing New Zealand
novel which is wrilten avound life in
Wellington, will be interested to know
that in the stoty the following refer-
ence is made to Mr. Clive Drummond,
the well-known 2YA announcer whose
voice is Lnown in all parts of the
world :—

-anverified reports filtering

The music ceased in the middle of &
phase, ““Hullo, Clive,” she said with pert
familiarity, as the announcer’s voice broks
in, although she had never seen him.

“2X A, Wellington, speaking, A dis-
astrous earthquake has occurred and briet
through in-

dicate that the towns ot 1\apxel and

Flastings have heen ecompletely \Vlecl\ed

. . with considerable loss of hfe

“Oh, my God!” Kelly said, as he stood
hansﬁ\eq listening to the unsecn voico
which spohe qmet]v controlling its emo-

“tion. L.,

NI} of .thebdelegates to fhe Iasi
Pan-Pacific Conference is to speak

from 2YA on Friday evening.” ¥ebru-

ary 1. Blys. N, A, R. Barrer, who lives
i Masterton and is a lecturer at the
W.ILA. in that town, is faking as (he
subject for her broadeast . talk.
“Drama: The 0Old.”

i . - ‘ - S -

transmitting gear was atop of the old “Dominion”
Quay. Fvery now and then the vibration of mechinery ruined a velve
fitament, but generally speaking, the crystal-set public was ireated 16
more than three hours’ radio broadeast for five days @ weelk.
special ireas on Sundeys, the litile station used o provide o two-hour

New Programme

‘Ozrganiser Has

Been in Radio
Since 1926

EVER» since September, 1926,

Mr. H, €, Trim hags had
his heart in the broadcasting
game, and now he has Ueen
appointed to succeed Mr. Owen
Pritchard as programme oOr-
ganiser at 2YA, Wellinglox.
He first got miged up with
studio work when a friend |,
-enlisted. his help for the run-
ning of the old 50-watt sta-
tion under the original Broad-
custing Company, when the
Building in Lambton

As «

coticert from the studio after the church broadeast.

In June, 1927, 2YA came into being, and no longer was Mr. Trim
one of a staﬁ of four, for his training had fitted him for the job of pro-

gremme organiser for the national Wellington station.
later he was transferred to Auckland in the seme capuecity, adding the
In May last yeor he returned to the head
office in Wellington, end has Deen associated with progromme work in

duties of acting-annoeuncer.

the office since then.

One of hds memories of the earlier days of broadcasting as it s
Inown now was the instance of @ friend who showed him a set of valves
worth £80. The whole ot could be bought to-day for about £2.
have changed quickly in wireless, although ws fur as progrommes are
concérned it has been a question of gradual evolution. It is indeed a far
cry from the old 50-watt days, when the siaff comprised an engineer, an
announcer, his assistant and a pianist, and the programmes were provided

Three years

Things

by friends of the staff. Mr. Trim has decidedly more lalent $o work on

now,




