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Brrriset FAVOURITES 1N
- BricuT TALKIE

e

Betty Balfour With Gordon

Harker in “My Old Dutch”

LBERYT CHEVALIERS famous

song iy brought to life once mors in -

the talkie version of “My Old Dutch,”
the Gainsborough (Gaumont-British)
production which iy o have simultan-
eous release at the Civie Theatre, Auck-
land, and the State Thesatte, Welling-
fon, this week., “My Old Dutch,” too,
brings back Betty Balfour, the popular
little English star -who won herself
willions of admirers by her Cockney
portrayals in the “Squibs” series of

silent filing,

.

(Continued from previcus page.)
took the business of making-up serious-
ly, and Julins Knight, even without
good looks, was a matinee flapper's
idol. : )

George Cross’s hey-day on the stage
was about 20 to 25 years ago. His melo-
dramatic heroines usually were -Hug-
vhie Duggan, Nellie Renee and in more

Trecent times, Nellie Bramley, His
greatest personal successes, he consid-
erd, were in “The Prince and the Beg-
gar Maid,” and “The Village Black-
smith,” in which latter he had a spec-
tacular wrestling bout, Mr. Cross began
his stage earrer with George Rignold,
and later played leading parts with
Rignold companies, when Rignold him-
self had retived to character parts. Mr.
ross was the original leading man in
“The Squatters:Daughter)” a play
which was transferred to the screen by
Oinesound: It was written. by Bert
Batley and Bdmund Duggan, then mem-
bers “of Williaw Anderson’s comipany.
In. “Grandad Rudd,” the ‘Olnmesound
filin -just completed, Mr. Crogs pesunied
an aSgociation with Bert Bailey which
had ‘been temporarily severed. . :

In “My Old Duteh” she starts as.a
girl of eighteen, sprightly and full of

life, and she ages grucefully with the .

assistance of marvellons makewup,

Co-staired with her i Gordon Har-
ker, 'an Krnie, & real Cockney charac.
ter full of pugnacity, but having the
traditional “good heart” of hix type
Yeat another brillant artist is Michnel
flogan. My, Hogan wrote a'good denl
of the Cockney dialogue for the film in
addition to playing the role of Bert,
Betty Balfour’s filin “husband.

The evergreen Florrie Forile, vaude-
ville star, plays the role of Aunt
Bertha, and @qelights in the *appy
’Ampstend” sequence with a sparkling
rehdition of one of the numbers that
made her famons, “The 0ld Bull ang
Busk.,” Glentis Lorimer, & Gaumoni-
‘British baby stoy, hag hey first big part
in ‘pictures, while Mickey Branttord.
formey player of juvenile roles, has a
big break in the picture as Jim,

An interesting story attaches to the

* oviginal silent film version of “My Old

Duteh,” scenes from which are showh
on the screen of an 1893 cinema that is
the 'scene of ome of the comedy se-
quences of the Glaumont-British talkie
of the same name just produced. The
silent version was, made by Ideal in
1915, and was . written.round Albert
Chevalier’s song.  Chevalier then nsed
the film story as n basis of a stage
play. Ultimately .the question arote
as to who owned the story rights. But
before o decision. way reached Cheva-
lier died, and the Ideal Company waiv

ed all rights in the story as a gesture:

te Mrs. Chevalier.

In the original version the -leading-

toles were played by Chevalier and
Florence Turner, roles played in the
present film by Betty - Balfour and
Michael Hogan.

GANDHI and Ohrist ave Yike brothens.
T —Miss Slade. )
KT us not propound schemes of

sloppy Socialism and eall them
Christian politics and economics.—

Dean Inge.
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The Best Picnic Policy
See FREE Railway Booklet

Whatever may be the desire of picnickers—the folk
of offices, factories, shops, or schools—their railways
enable them to fulfil their wish comfortably, safely,
cheaply. Within a day’s picnicking distance

from cities and towns there are refreshing places served
by train—an exhilarating run out, and a restful return
-+ after the various exercises, mild or strenuous.

The train cuts the worry out of picnicking.

' The Railway Department will be pleased to give any
possible help to Picnic Committees,
sentative of the Department will attend meetings and
‘give assistance in organising exeursions,

A free booklet gives details of cheap farés and picnic

E:épert “(":'ohperation of Railw'ays'
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“MistEr CINDERS” AND
“Java Heap”

T\}mv Spléndid British Films

Are Privately Screened

HERE are a.couple of British fitms
tucked up the sleeves of British
International Pictnres waiting to pro-
vide the New Zealand picture-going
public with firstrate entertainment.
“Mister  Cinders” and  “Java Head”
were privately screened in Wellington
last Friday evening. There is 1o doubt
about-it that Bistree is now producios
films equal, if not superior, to- thesc
of Holiywood. The voices of the players
in the two films under. review were &

. delight to listen to, polished and so-

phisticated.  “Mister Cinders,” ag the
name implies, is a male Cinderella.
Prom’ beginning to end the film is one
vipple of langhter, This skit on the
favourite fairy tale savours of light
opéra. “Jimmv” (Clifford Mollinsen)
who is Mr. Cindetrs, the hero, rescues
a:millionaire from drovwning. but be-
cause he has other thingy on his miud,
goes off affer the reseuing.and his two
rich cousing get the eredit; .- The mil-
lionaire’s danghter, Zelma O'Neal, fuli
of pep with 'a good dash of mischiat,
atter knocking over a policeman in her
car, dresses. up in a maid’s outfit to nut
the policeman off hier tracks, and frowm
then oh xhe finds herself in:the unék-
pected pole of maid to the social-climk-
ing- nelzhbours next goor to her new
home:  She and Mr, Gindlers naturally

. fall in love, and when the rich cougins

go to the ball dand make Mr, Cinders
stay at home, Sarah, the - disguized
millionaire’s daughter acts ag Tairy
god-mother to him. There Hre comien!
sitnations when the mother of the two
cousins plans to marey off one of the
boys to the niece of the millionaire
whom she thinks iy his' daughter.
There is a robbery and poor Cinders,
who goes disguised as a famous ex-

plorer and dressed in armour is ac- -

cused of the theff, A bowler hat left

at the ball is the glass slipper whici

proves that Mr, Cinders is the hero

- The singing of the two Weston Broth-

ers who play the part of . the rieh
cousing is'a feature in itself, and their
taces, apart from thelr volces, should
be their fortune, :

“Java Head,” adapted from Hergi-

- sheimer's book, is a tale of the old days

with: picturesque settings and frocking.
The cast of players ineludes Anng May
Wong, John Loder, Ralph Richardson
and Blizabeth Allen.  An old ship-
owner hag two sons, one who follows
hig father’s tastes and goes to- sea, and
the other who prefers the land. Owirg
to a' long-standing family quarrel the
daughter of the father’s rival is separ-
ated from the sea-going son, He brinys
home a Chinese princess as his wife ana

“horrifies everyone in Bristol, the homa

town, = As time goes on he realises he
loves the English girl and not . us
Chinese wife. The latter, learning of
this, drugs. herself and leaves the way
clear for the English girl (Blizabein
Alletr).  Without any hesitation. whar-
ever, these picitites can he definiteiy
written down on the “must be swen’

list,




