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_THE NEW}LST BOOKS.

Earthquake vand Fi ire 1\11 F rlsee
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: Frzday Jaﬁﬁéty' 4, 1935. s

‘New Adventure Book, “Destmatmn Unknown ”.Gives V1v1d Descrlptlon
of the Catastrophlc ‘Quake in San Francisco—Travels on the
American Contlnent——A Novel on Greenland '

IPI:.ED WALKRER, the aunthor of
j “Destination Unknown,” is one
of .those people who “oughter take a
ticket in Tatts,” Since the beginning
of the century he hag been roaming the
world, getting into. scrapes about as
often as the average man gets into his
bath. By the laws of averages and
niture he ghopld be under gix foot of
earih, but he ig still sound enough in
wind and limb to write a book and
laok forward to starting his tiravels
onee more,

In 19056 he was a 17-year-old youth
al the famons Westminster School.
Although he was brounght up in one of
the ]Jest homes in IEngland the wander-
Inst seized him and he ran away from
home—to America via Euston station.
He .was. lucky -enocugh. to be able. *ov
work his passage across the Atlantic,
and he landed in the United States at

& time when the people of that great

continent were pushing' public wot‘h.s
ahead at great speed—and there wi
more work available than there was
workmen,

However, Walkey wanted
something of the Wild West. By “rid-
ing the freights” he managed to get into
the heart of America’s cattle couutr;,
and here he learned many little tricks
that stood- him in good stegd-in his
later wanderings in South America, He
had a ghastly expérience in 4 goods
train bound from Seattle to Ca.hform::
The vans used were for carrying frmit
and were refrigerated. The jourpey
lasted several days, angd there woers
several other occupants of the vans—

“on the bum,” like Walker and Carles, .

the latter an Italian with whom the
Englishman had made friends. = The

weathe? turned’ ‘bitterly eold with the
_result that fourteen men froze to death

on the train!

The two men avrived in San TFran
risco on -the day of the great earth.
quake. Carlos wanted to go to Dbed,
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‘War, -

Jfured and interesting,

.With hig friend, Ferrvier,.

but Walker was determined to see the
sights, Tt was this detérmipation that
saved. their lives, for the hotel -af
which they were staying collapsed anii
everyone in it was killed. They were
in Ghinatown when - the 'quake started

Without warning the earth be«mu to
shake "beneath our feet 1 staggered like

.4 drunken man, and pitehed violently-intn

a wall, From all around wus oame the
sound of heavy objects erashing and break-
ing, of eries and panie, of people heginninx
to run, while the earth writhed@ bencath
our_feet. . . . Instipnetively Carlos and I
made for a more open space, where we
shonld be clear of the ‘flying debirig, and it
was just as we reached Grant Avenue again
that the secomd shock oceurred . It
was impossibie to keep one's halance, ‘and
we were thrawa aboent like ninepins. ,

The tlhird: shock occulred.as we were run-

ning with the crowd down,the hill, and it
wag the worst of all. With my own eyes
I saw the street split open, and a horse
and cart disappear in the yawning crevice,
to be filled by dozens of panic-stricken
peopie, who were pushed forward to then
death by crowds that followed at their
neels, 'Their sereams ring in my ears to
this day.. ., AL the ferry buildings frenzied
‘pecple crowded into boats, and most of the
overhurdened craft that. atte.mpfed to ride
the heavy seaos capsized. Many, many lyns
were lost in the harvbour om that neyer- to
be-ferggotten mm'uiug .

From ’Frisco Wall\er went on to the

Aretie, and spent a year in the Klon- |

dyke
place

.at a time when that wild

was . at its Dbusiest  and
fiercest. And then he made south
cnce more- and eventunally - found
himself as one of Panche Villa's
lientenants when the hapdit was riding
over Mexiep, The talking picture ver-

_sion of Villa’s life (screened in New

Zealand a few months agp under the
title of “Vive Villal”) and Walker's

. story differ in many respects, but oh2.

is mCIlned to helieve more readlly ‘the
latter.

From Mexico he went to the Great
‘returning after the confliet to
South America Here he spent many
years—in the mtrate fields, in the big
cities, in the jungle; always meeting
adventure, making enough money fo
live on, getting into plenty of tight cor-
ners (how he hung from a high hridee
while a {rain roared across
inches "away -is a super-thrill!), but
leading, nevertheless, the life he loved

- The lbook is eminently. readable. Mr,
Wal}cer has a good style—eagy, cui-
“Destination
Unknown” is strongly recommended for

boliday reac!mg—and it’'s the sort of -

hook all gne's friends will w'mt to
borrow, :
“Destination Tnknown.” T‘l‘ed Wallgpr

George G, Harrap and Company. Qur gony
from the puhlishers.

ROGDR VERCEL, the French authot

has writlen a story that one re-
members long after reading it, “Jeal-
ous Waters” is a tale that ig vastly
different from the srdinary run ‘of
novels.. Rochard, the hero, a -man of
forty. odd years, sets out from Brittanv
in another
ship to catch cod on the great cod-

“ing shade of the'trees”

a few -

' bank,s off Greenland, Wluch are almo.;t .

unknown to most people As Grees-
land’ is guarded by the Danes to pre-
vent drink and disease: being.prought
' to the simple HEsquimans, it,is 1legnl
to fish within a certain distance of this
country or to land there.
torpedo-boat is on a constant look-out
for trespassers, and any. boats found
violating the law. are lahle to confisea-
tion. When fishing conditions are bad,
Terrier, despite his friend’s implorings,
dares to enter the forbidden waters
and land. From then on matters take
a dramatic turn, but net indeed as the
reader expects, The power -that les
behind this book is not apparent nuntil
the first few chapters are past, Then
is seen a tragedy of a man’s gtru glﬂ
with not only the elements of Naim
but his own, :

It is Othello, one feels wha paces the
deck of the ship, foreing his &nspicions
fo harden inte facts while he remem-
bers the past and
wife, which his lonely obsession misre-
‘presents,

mutinous, crew is told with deft phrases
and crisp, dialogue, there is.a rare
beauty pervading many of the pas-
sages. Here ig an mstanee—««‘”fkhe cap-
tain drew out a heavy knife and pried
open the lid. - A smooth eake of ice
appeared, the fish frozen into it, laid
in rows and gleaming like silver knives
hehind - a jewellels showcease,”” Anil
afterwards, She resembled &
fruit mxragulouslv 1'Igener1 by the cold
he could not help thinking of the
ﬂesh and rogy reflections of the fisa
he had recently admired; frozen in
their blocks -of ice” And, “. .. Ih_e
birches seemed like round candles of
virgin wax. The aspens rnstled ‘ani
pairs of lovers embraced in the gquiver-
Trrom ingigni-
ficance the humble, frightened baker,
through the brusque Lindness pf Roch-
ard, rises to qomethmm which ap-
proaches greatness. It is he who
saves the situation in the dramatic
climax, which makes "Zrealous Waf:er *
a memorable book.
Con-

“Jealons Waters,” Roger Vercel:
Our copy from the nubhshers

‘gtable,

MOVDTARY ﬂevnluatmn is a had
jole~—The anch Mzmstez of Fi-
nenoe. : .
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and
Goering.
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THE “Tnglish ' Sunday,” for weal or
wae, is naw practically. a thmﬂr

of the pagi. -—O"Iw Bishop of O’hehrw-

ford.
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the words of his,

In this bovk of stark reals-
ties, where a man’s power over his.
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