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‘hand for some months, {
~of the Royal tamily follow his example.

. aseendant.

'Friday, Dec. 28, 1934.

AND HOME JO URNAL

H Newsletter from L ondon

London, Nov, 14, 1934,

Famous Broadcaster.

'HE King, the world's most famous

: .bmadcastel, will speak as the
head of an Tmpire-wide family party
on Christmas Day. To his Majesty
thiy heart-to-heart talk with his peoples
in all lands is the most important event
of the year. He likes to be alome at
the microphone. ,He uvetires into &
secretary’s room at Sandringham, and
there addresses the microphone quietly
and -affectionately., Members of the
TRoyal Family, in the great hall, hear
the message just as mﬂlwns of the
King’s subjects do—by radio.

Actually, the exigencies of broag-
casting make it necessary for oue
B.B.C. official to be close at hand., He
is Mr, Gerald Cock, the B.B.(L direc
tor of outside broadeasting, personaliy
responsible for the biggsxt juggling
Leat of radio in history—this year's
Christmas Iimpire hook-up. Three
vears ago there was a trace of nervous-

ness in his. Majesty’s manner as he

approached the microphone, Now he ix
perfectly confident. Among broadecast-
ing experts his voice is acknowiedged
to be ideal for the microphoune, the
deep tone and deliberate mannper blend-
ing with deép feeling and obviong sin.
('euty to give him that indefinable qual-
ity “microphome personality.” Thu
B.B.C. originally mooted the idea thnt
the Oueen and. Princess Blizabeta
shonld also speak inte the mierophone,
but it was eventually decided that it
Wwas best that it should be a talk from
the head of the Empire family alomo.
The King allows nothing to detract
from the importance of the occasion,
and will not broadcast himself before
Other members

‘“Under Big Ben.”
PI&RHAPb thc, best known family in
the Bmplre is that of Mr. Howard
Marshall, the genial giant who gives
the meue talk “Under Rig Ben” every
week. Hig sons, Tim, aged seven, and
Andy, aged four, are the two main char
acters in this weekly causerie Mr

_Marshall tells me that kis method is to
approach

the microphone and - just
“burble” about England in- the chang-
ing seasons and his home and- tam‘!v

But in his artless way Mr, Marshait
plays on the heart stmngs of millions

‘of listeners as hig huge “fan mail” at

Broadeasting - House shows, Mis-

" “chievous Tim, by the way, is shortly

being packed off to a prepavatory
school at Rottingdean, and is probably
ultimately destined for Haileybury, his
father’s- old school, or the ’\*autl(.u
Colleve at Pangbom'ne. :

'Why. the Secrecy ?

‘VHY is the B.B.C, secretive about its
: Empire announcers? There are
two schools at Broadeasting House—
pro and anti-publicity. At the moment,
as far as the Empire side is concerned,
the antig appear to be slightly-in the

Eventually after many conferences and
with. much trepidation the B.B.C. re-
vealed in its official publication the
names of -the five semior announcers.

o But the same battle was’
fought on the home programme sije

That was after eleven years of Lroad-
casting, I predict that the history of
the mene service will be somewhar
similar.  But I ean hasten the course
of evolution by disclosing omne of the
dreadfnl secrets myselt, The seniar

Impire announcer is one Captain W

“Radio Record’s”’
London Letter

The writer of the. notes on
this page is a London journalist,
Mr, L. Marsland Gander. He is
radio correspondent to a big
London daily and is in close touch

| with  happenings at the British
Broadcasting Corporation. These
notes are etclus:ve to the "Radie
Record "

Shewen, an ex-army officer, And (cross
my heart) the B.B.C. rofused to tell
me that!

.

' think they are underpaid.

.of-an-honr,

(From Our Special Correspondent)

By the way there is a4 notion abroac
that B.B.C. announcers earn fabulous
salaries. They don’t think so. I doubt
whether the seuior announcer of the
home service, Mr. Stunart Hibberd, re-
ceives more than £1000 a year, and the
others proportionately less as they pro-
ceed down the secale,

About Finance.

I‘I\A\TCL is a vexed question a:
Broadeasting House. The staff
dg not think they earn enough salary:’
the B.B.C. don’t think they get a biz
enough percentage of the ten shillings
license fee; artists and speakers also
A fairly
well-kuown Tondon journalist woo
broadeast to Empire listeners told wn
that he received three gnineas for five
minutes and six guineas for a quarter-
‘As a disinterested party,
it seems to me that Empire listenors
themselves get the best deal out of the
B.B.C, for, at present at any rate, ther
get something really good for no puy-
ment at all.
And it ig going tn get
better.

better une
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New Zealand daily: Sporting results
(1£ any) : 2YA, 8.0, 4.0; 1YA, 3,15, 4.30;
3YA, 4.30; 4YA 3.45, 440 All YA sta-
nou.s between 7. 0 and 8.0.

Australia: 3DB, 8.0; 8AR, 9.0; 2K,
8.40 (8at. 810 ana 12 1;))' .J(,‘L 9.5;
4QG, 9.10 (Tuesday and §'Ltumia3)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31.

1YA, 10.30 am.:. Auckland Trotting
Clubs summer meeting-relayed
descriptions  from A]e*mndm
Park, (Commentary by Gordon
Hutter),

3Y4, 1015 am.: Progress.reports on
Plunket Shield cncI\et—(Janter
bury v. Welhngton )
AYA, 1,15 -pm.: Review of morning’s
play in Plunket Shield match.
¢¥A, 1030 pa: Auckland v, Otago—
descriptions of play given at vary-
ing intervals during the day. -

. TUESDAY, JANUARY 1.

1YA. 11,30 am.: Auckland Racing
Club's summer meeting—relayed
 deseriptions from Ellerslie race-
course, (Oommentmy by Gordon
Hutter).

‘ 8YA, 1015 aum.; Canterbmry v. Wel-

lington in Plunhet Shield ericket
—Progress reports throughout the
day.

YA, 12 nooun: Canterbury Park: ’1‘101 "
ting Club's meeting—relayed de-

seriptions from Addington. (Com- -

mentary - by Mr, F. Jarrett) .
4Y.A, 10.30 a.m.: Aucklapd v, Otago in
" Plunket Shleld eri Ixetucommen-

ffuws eiven at intervals during the

2BL 920 v.: Relayed to Natlonal
stations. Resume of the day’s play

3Y4A, 115 pm.:

'3YA, 12 noon:

in the Sheflield Shield match, New
South Wales v. Queensland, played
at Sydney.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2.

1YA, 11.30 am.: Auckland Racing
Clul’s summer meeting—runuing
commentaries relayed from Ellers-
lie racecourse. {Commentary by
Gordon Hutter),

8Y4A, 11 a.m.: Plunket Shield cricket
progress reports—Canterbury v,
YWellington.

Canterbury Park Trot-

ting Club’s meeting—running co-
mentaries relayed from A(Idmm
ton. (Commentary Ly Mr. If. Jar-

. rett).
4YA, 10.30 a.m.: Auckland v. Otagoe in
) ‘PlunketvShield cricket. Commen-
taries ‘at intervals.during the day.
2BL,-9.20 p.n.: Crickef resume.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 3.

3Y4A, 10.30 a.m,: Canterbury v Wel-
1111frton, in Plunket Shield ericket,
progress reports given,

Review of morning's
play in the Plunket Shield erickek
match—-Canterbitry v, Wellmgron

38YA, 7.15 pam. : Review of the day’s play
in the Plunket Shield ericket
mateh~-Canterbury v, \Vellmgton

4YA, 1030 am.: Auckland v. Otago in
Plunket Shield cricket—ecommen-
taries broadeast at intervals adur-
ing the day.
_SATURDAY, JANUARY 35,

2Y4, 2'pan.: Great Britain v, New Zea-
land, Running commentaries of the
Test Golf contest, relayed - from
‘Heretaunga golt links, (Comment-
cary by Mr. . A, Black).



