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Duke of Gloucester’s Wireless Set

Royal Visitor’s Own Set . Installed’ at Government House, Auckland, in
Time for Empire Christmas Broadcast—Listeners Delighted. by
Visiting Singers—Auckland Radio Inspectors

’l‘HE Duke of Gloucester carries with

him his own radio set, which is
installed for his pleasure wherever he
stays for any length of time, It i3
understood that the set is a modern
one, specially made for him. Prior
to his arrival in Auckland this week
the set was sent ahead and installed
by a radio inspector at Government
House, where his Royal Highness lis-
tened to his Majesty’s speech broad-
cast to the world from the Empire sta-
tionn at 3 a.m. on Boxing Day. Not 2
Jdttle {rouble was experienced in ad-
justing the set—an a.c, one-~to work
in a d.e. area, a converter having to
he installed. - :

LISTENERS who tuned in to the

new 1YA station on the opening
night last week greatly appreciated the
excellent and varied entertainment
which was presented. Madame Goos-
sens-Viceroy and Mr. Raymond Beatty,
the two vocalists specially engaged by
the board to tour the Dominion national
stations, were heard from a New: Zea-
japd station for the first time. The
Australian basso-cantante is easily the
best basg singer ever heard on the air
here, while the Belgian dramatic so-
prano excelled in many beautiful solos.
These two artists appeared on three
nights last week, while Paul Vino-
gradoff, the Russian pianist, a popular
hbroadeast artist, was .twice featured on
the concert programmes.

A_UOKL&ND. radio ' inspectors have
been on the warpath again during
the last few weeks, and shortly a large

batch of “piratés,” who have already
received their summonses, will have to
~advanee their explanations to the police
court magistrate. »Most of the offen-
ders are those who have not re-licensed
their gets,

THE relay on the air on Boxing Day

when the gpecial Empire Christ-
mas Broadeast was given will
probably ,be . the last occasion
on which this line from the ghort
wave P, and T. shack at Brown’s Bay
will be uged. It is proposed in future
to utilise a short wave receiving sta-
tion at the board’s property at Hender-
son. This area has been tested and
found to be an excellent one for short
wave reception.

‘“WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM,”

‘4 specigl B.B.C. recorded feature
commemorating the gallant war dead,
which did not reach New Zealand in
time {o be presented on the Armstice

Day programmes, is to be heard from
1YA on Sunday next at 9.2 pum.

MERRYMAKERS on New Year's Hve

are to ge well catered for from 1YA.
from 9 to 10 p.m, a recorded feature,
“One Hour's Musical Gossip,” will be
presented, and from 10 pan, to 1145
pan. a programme of new and old time
dance music is to be given, a master of
ceremonies being present in the studio
to direct proceedings, At 11.45 a relay
will be carried out from the top of the
Ferry Buildings, from which the an-
nouncer will give a desecription of the
crowds in Queen Street, and at mid-
night the chimes of the ferry clock will
be broadcast. The station goes of the
air at 12,15.am.

DURIN-G hig tour of the Dominion

the Post and Telegraph Depart-’

ment is deing its Dbest to provide the
Duke of Gloucester with modern com
munication facilities. It has even
arranged for constant communication
between the Royal train and any telc-
phone subscriber in New Zealand, This
is being done by means of a wireless
link between the train and the nearesi
telephone exchange. By this means,
should he so desire, the Duke could
speak to the Royal Family at Sand-
ringham and’ convey Christmas greei-
ings fo them by radio telephone.,

R. E. C. HANDS made hig first
broadeast last week from 1YA
when he addressed listemers omn the
occasion of the unofficial opening of
the new studios. He explained that
his only reason for speaking over the
air was to extend sincere thanks to all
the many listeners who sent messages
concerning the 10 kilowatt transmitter.
Reports from all over the Dominion,
and also from Australia, without excep-
tion were congratulatory and left no
room for doubting that the coverage
of the mew transmitter exceeded all
expectations. Mr, Hands is to remain
in Auckiand for a few weeks, being a
particularly busy man supervising the
work of completing and furnishing the
new studios. With hig wife and fam-
ily, he is staying over at Stanley Bar,
where he lived some years ago when
stationed in Auckland.

THE new 10 kilowatt transmitter was

off the air for an hour shoruy
after midday on Wednesday of lass
week, the trouble being caused by =
condenser. Noticing that the power
was falling rapidly, Mr, Cookson, chief
engineer for Amalgamated Wireless
(A/sig) Limited, who was on duty at

Henderson, telephoned the station di

rector in the ¢ity and warned him to
have the old 1YA plant in readinesg to
take over. A hurried visit to the old
transmitter in Newton was made, the
officials discovering, to their dismay.
that the contractor who is taking down
one of the two. 100ft. masts had re-
moved the aerial, so a rapid chango-
over was out of the question, Howevern,

within a few minutes 1YX was put on
the air and carried on until the new
transmitter got going again. Such in-
terfuptions are only to be expected for
a week or so, as listeners appreciate
that the new transmitier has not beey,
fully throngh its tests yet.

IN order to celebrate the opening of

1YA on Monday o' «t week, Mr.
G. Robertson, manager ... New Zealand
for Amalgamated Wlireless (Austra-
lasia) Limited, which firm was respon-
zible for the radio installation, enter-
tained the staff of 1YA and also the

employees of AW.A, Ltd. The fune-
tion was held at the Grand Hotel im-
mediately after the station closed down
at 11 p.m. after the first- day's broad-
cast:; It was a happy party indeed and
did not conclude until the “wee sma’
hours,” A number of toasfs were
honoured. Those present included Mr.
B. C. Hands, general manager of the
Broadcasting Board, Mr. Cookson, chief
installation engineer for AW.A., and
Mzr. Ward, of Sydney, who built the
508tt. mast at Henderson.

T‘I—IE recent Austrian Broadcasting

" Exhibition at.Vienna displayed u
sequence of hundreds of receiver de-
signs sold since 1924 with the original
price of each set. Since 1924, when
the first Austrian station began on 35
waits to serve 11,000 listeners, the
audience. has grown to 511,000 sub-
seribers, and the principal station of
seven, Bisamberg, hag a power of 100
kilowatts.
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THE wireless section of the ¥renea

Police Worce has been working 12
years. Lately they demonstrated a
motor transmitting and receiving van.
The aerial goes up three times the
height of the van automatically in a
few seconds. The van is to be used
ag a centre for police cars and for
communication with aeroplanes at
points where concentration at head-
quarters is not convenient. The van
ig the fivst product of a scheme for 53
combined transmitting and receiving
stations; one at headguarters, one at
teehnical headquarters, five similar to
the van demonstrated, twenty ecars
throughout the Paris stations, and 26
at suburben stations. .
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