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ENGLISH VISITORS TO NEW ZEALAND SHORES.—Here are three well-known personalities who. have appeai:eﬂ before
New Zealand microphones during 1934." OQn the left is Captaip . Taprell Dotling, who:is better known \as 'the author; ““Taf-

frail”

_Bernard :Shaw, the man who ‘“‘gave away. about £100,000

Minister of Great Britain.

the accompanying notes, on some oceasions, they have main-
tained an excellently high standard throughout the year.

In the field of grand opera the policy inaugurated last
vear has been continued with great success. Nearly every
Sunday night, from one .of the four main stations, a com-
plete r,ecorded',version. of one of the world’s masterpieces
of grand opera can be heard; in this way listeners have
had presented to them operas by Verdi, Bizet, Mascagni,
Puceini and Wagnetr; a musical treat that has been much
apprecinted. An excellent feature, too, has been thé pre-
septation of abridged versions of some operds, including
Strauss’s: “Die Fledermaus,” and -several others which
were previously practically unknown to listeners.

‘The Savoyards, foo, have heen well catered for; pearly
every week there has been “An Hour with Gilbert and
Sullivan” on_the air from either the main. station or the
auxiliary in each centre, and these presentations, specially
recorded with the Savoy cast, bave brought the real “G.

and. 8. atmosphere to listeners, who have the opportunity

of seeing and hearing the “real fhing” all oo seldom,
T'here have, as usual, been relays from various musi-
cal ‘society concerts in all centres throughout the year,
and these have proved as popular as in the past.” Concerts
by musical societies in this country reach a very high

atandara in many -eases, and  some outstandi'ng perfor-
"mances have been relayed.

In the fleld of radio drama some advance has been
made, though the real enthusiast in this direction wilt
hardly agree that anything like the right proportion. of
radio drama-is included in the programmes-as yet. One
of the outstanding radio shows of the year was the relay
of an open-air performance of “As You Like It,” presented
in Anckland by the British Drama League, and produced
by Mr. 3. M. Clark
proved -to be the most popular radio playwright, and it
is a disappointment to many that more of his plays are
not produced in this couniry. ' Several of the. plays pre-
sented - showed- signs of insufficient rehearsal, and some
were definitely not worthy of a place on the programme,

Captain Dorling was in the Dominion in the autumn, gathe:ing'material for a mew book'
of free copy to New Zealand newspapers’
spoke from 2YA, which was linked wich the other national stations.

In England, Shakespeare has been
4 stereotyped form of - programmes,

In the centre is” George
dunng his stay. He
Mr. Malcolm MacDonald (right) s a son of the Prime

He spoke-over the national chain last week.

C&S‘ting P rogress

but the proportion of those worth hearing has certainly
increased. - New Zealand  is exiremely rich .in amateur
actors and producers of real talent, and with the perforiners
- available it should be possible to produce any type of
play successfully., An encouraging fedature of the radio
plays of the year was that several of them were purely
loeal, work, including. a three- act drama by Mr. F. M.
Renner, .of Wellington, which was performed with great
suceess by a good cast, and several one-act ‘“thrillers™ by
loeal writers, some of which were worth hearing, while
others were not so successtul. . A good feature was the pro-
duction of Sheéridan’s “The School for Scandal” in- Welling-
ton, relayed to the qouthem pational- stations. The adap-
mtlons and ploductlon of this: play - was doune -by ‘M.
Vietor 'S, Lloyd, wwvho is well known to. listenérs to 2YA
for his excellent. radie productmm. Another notable -per-
formance was that of the medieval morality play “Every.
man” from 8YA last week, Produced by Miss Marwne
Bassett, with an outstanding ecast, this was. a mobt
teresting. production..

The dramsa side ,,oi vt}ae entertamment has also Dbeen

_assisted by the B.B.(. recorded programmes which have

been obtained from time to.time. These have all been
well received, the most popular probably being “Sir Chmsto-
pher Wren,” which has been revived many times since it
was first broadeast, Of the new-series which are at present .

‘being broadeast, those that have been heard so far have

all atracted large numbery of listeners, “Flags on -the
Matterhorn” being an especially fine programme. Amother
impressive B.B;C programme -is to he heard within a
week—"We Shall Reinember Them,” .a programme -in
nemory of those who fell in the Great 'War. Writings and
music specially selected from thé works of -the greatest
English poets, .authors and ‘composers, spoken-and played
by the best-artists -obtainable, make this ﬁnely-concelved
programme g thing to be remembered.

Listeners, of course, are not always sat1Sﬁed with the
programmes—it would be funny if they were—but the
great majority of intelligent license-holders recognise that
an exeellent serviee. is being given . them, and gladly give
praise to the bodrd for what has been done; at the same
time applauding: the decision that, to avoid anything like
the . schematic - ‘pru-
gramme: plax -is.to -be revised- early inm . the! New - Year.
Listeners, remembering the programmes they have  heard
during. 1984, .will be able fo look forward: t(L even l}etter
eututamment in, 1939 o : .



