
1934—Twelve Months'
T is the fashion at about this time of the year to lookback on the year’s achievements, and perhaps to makeresolutions for next year. It is’ certain that radio can
stand this sort of examination better than many or-
ganisations, for in 1934 radio in New Zealand has gone

ahead even more rapidly than in past’ years. New. trans-mitiers at Christchurch and Auckland have given listenersin many parts of the country a choice of three or evenfour programmes every evening, and have made an im-
mense difference to listeners in those districts where re-
ception had been poor. Perhaps with these improvementson the technical side, one is apt to forget the great advancewhich has been made in the entertainment departmentas well. That there is. still room for improvement no rea-
sonable person would deny for a moment, and when theprogramme for alterations to the main stations in thefour centres is completed, and the board has more money
available, listeners will look forward to another advancein this direction.
In the early part of 1984, the Broadcasting Board wasfortunate in being able to arrange a series of broadcastsof performances by the J.C. Williamson Comic.Operg Com-
pany, which toured the Dominion, presenting several oldfavourites--‘The: Merry -Widow;" "Katinka," "Wildflower,"and "Florodora,’ An excellent cast was engaged in these
productions, and the, broadcasts were some of the most
popular ever presented in New Zealand, one being.given ineach centre. Another musical comedy broadcast thatproved very ‘successful wag the relay by 8YA ‘of a pér-
formance of "Les Cloches de Corneville," by the Christ-church Amateur Operatic Society. ,

A notable feature of the year’s work was the fact thatthe Broadcasting Board branched out on several occasions°as an entrépreneur. On the visits of Senia Chostiakoffand Madame Elsa Stralia to the various centres, the boardarranged celebrity. concerts, which proved very successful.Probably:the most'memorable was the second of theseconcerts presented in Wellington-the performers includedMadame Hlsa Stralia,. .the. famous: Australian: soprano;Sénia Chostiakoff, the Russian tenor; Andersen Tyrer, whohas been describedas "England’s finest pianist’; his wife,Madame Nanette de Lornay; ‘who’ is ‘well ‘kridwh as aviolinist in Europe; the Wellington Symphony Orchestra,conducted by.Mr. Leon de Mauny, and the massed Welling- .ton choirs, of: over 500 voices. The.guest conductor forthe evening. was Mr, Andersen Tyrer.: A finer selection ofartists. could hardly have been obtained in one concert

anywhere in the world, and the evening will be rememberedfor a long time by Wellington music-lovers. In ud¥ition
0 these public performances, Madame Stralia and M.-Chos-tiakoff toured al the YA stations, giving many studio
recitals, and they were received with enthusiasm by listen-
‘ers at all stations; the board was fortunate also in being
‘able to arrange for M. Paul Vinogradoff. the eminent Rus-sian pianist, who is now a resident of Wellington, to tourwith Chostiakoff. . ,

Other artists engaged by the board for tours of the
New Zealand stations included Barend Harris, the Austra-lian bass-baritone, who specialised in Hebrew folk melo-dies.This artist was already known to many New Zealandlisteners for his recitals from the Australian stations, andhis singing was much appreciated. Madame MargheritaZelanda, New Zealand’s own soprano, was also able tomake a brief tour of the main stations, though it was neces-
sarily hurried owing to -her long list of engagements inAustralia.
Quite a number of famous pianists were heard on theair during the year; besides Paul Vinogradoff there were

| Mr. Laurence Godfrey Smith, a well known Australian
‘musician, Mr. Andersen Tyrer, and Mr. Gordon Bryan, who
i Was in New Zealand as examiner for the Associated Boards‘of the Royal Schools of Music, but found time to give aseries of recitals from all the national stations. An at-
tempt has also been made to arrange for a tour by PercyGrainger. the famous Australian pianist-composer, buthis engagement list is full for many months ahead, so no-thing definite has been decided. At present tours of thenational stations are in progress by three other famous ar-tists whom the Broadcasting Board has imported-Madame
Goossens-Viceroy, a Belgian dramatic soprano of excep-tional ability; Mr. Raymond Beatty, the Australian basso-cantante, and Mr, J. Alexander Browne, tlie Australianbaritone who came to New Zealand as assisting artist withPhilip Hargrave, the boy-pianist, and has remained undercontract to the Broadcasting Board. It seems that. theseartists will prove fully as popular as others whom theboard has previously presented.
‘During the year the presentation of the theme andcontinuity type -of programmes improved consider-
ably, both in arrangement and in the engagement of 'suit-able narrators. These programmes have become: very popu-Jar with listeners, and, though there has been. room for
improvement in the selection of musical numbers; and in

ROYALTY, ECONOMICS AND THE STAGE.—On the left is Dr. J. B. Condliffe, who is attached to the Economic Secre
tariat of the League of Nations at Geneva. Dr. Condliffe is a brilliant New Zealander who has spoken from the national stations
on several occasions in the past month. In the centre is his Majesty the King, whose Empire broadcast from Sandringham has
this week given joy to millions of British subjectsin every corner of the earth. On the tight is Miss RomolaHansen, the talented
singer and actress, whose voice has been heard over the air in broadcasts of "The Merry Widow," "Wildflower," "Florodora"

and "The Arcadians."


