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ROYALTY, ECONOMICS AND THE STAGE.—On the left is Dr. J. B. Condliffe, who is attached to the Economic Secre-

tariat of the League of Nations at Geneva, Dr. Condliffe is a brilliant New Zealander who has spoken from the national stations

on several occasions in the past month. In the centre is his M djesty the King, whose Empire broadeast from Sandringham’ has

this week given oy to millions of British subjects in every corner of the earth. On the right is Miss Romola Hansent, the talesited -

singer and actress, ‘whose Voice has been heard over the air in broadcasts of “The Merry Widow,” “Wildflower,” “Florodora’
o ’ ’ ‘and “The Arcadians.” o

- 1934—Twelve Month '

T.is the fashion at about this time of the year to look
. back on the year’s achievements, and perhaps to make
resolufions for next year. It ig eertain that radio can
.- stand this sort of examination better than many or-
. ganisations, for in 1934 radio in New Zealand has gone
ahead.even more rapidly than in past’ years. New. trans-
mitters at Christchurch and Auckland have given listeners
in many parts of the country a choice of three or even
four programines every evening, and have made an im-
mense -difference to listeners in those' districts where pe-
ception Had been poor. Perhaps with these improvements
on the fechunical gide, one is apt to forget the great advance
which bhas been made in the entertainment ‘department
as well. That there is still room for improvement no rea-
sonable person would deny for a moment, and when the
programme for alterations to the main stations in the
four centres is completed, and the board has more money
avallable, listeners will look forward to another advance
in’ thig direction. : -
In the early part of 1984, the Broadcasting Board was
fortunate in being able to arrange a series of broadceasts
of performaunces by the J. €. Williamson Comic Opers Com-
pany, .which- toured the Dominion, presenting several.old

favourites-—‘The: Merry ‘Widow;” “Katinka,” ‘“Wildfower,”

and “Florodora,” .-An excellent cast was engaged in. these

productions, and: the, broaflcasts were some -of -the most .

popular ever presented in New Zealand, one being.given -in
each :centre. Amother musical - comedy broadeast that
proved- very -successtul -was the relay by 8YA “of a per-
formanee -0f “Les Cloches de Corneville,” by the Christ-
church ;Amateur Operatic Society. D L
A notable-fedture of the year’s work was the fact that

the Broadeasting Board branched out on several oceasions '

..as ‘an.-entiépreneur. 'On the visits of Senia - -Chostialkof?
and Madame Hlsa Stralia to the various centres, the board
arranged celebrity. tohecerts, which proved very: suceessful.
Probably the most memorable was' the secorid of these
concerts. presented. in ‘Wellington—tHe performers included
Madame Elsa Stralia,. .the. famous »Australian « SOprano;
Sénia Chostiakoff; the Russian tenor; Andersen Tyrer, who
has -been described: as “England’s finest pianist” s his wife,

Madame Nanette -de Tornay, ‘who" is ' well ‘Eniown as a -

violinist in Eurgpe; the Wellington. Symphony Qrchestra,

conducted by Mr. Leon de Manny, and the massed Welling-

ton: ehwpirs, -of - over 500 .voices.. The. guést conductor for
the evening, was Mr, Anderser Tyrer. . A finer-Selection -of
artists.‘eould hardly have been obtained ir one goncert

anywhere in the world, and the evening will be remembéred
for a long time by Wellingten music-lovers. In adilition
-jto these public performances, Madame Stralin and 3. -Chos-
tiakoff toured all the YA stations, giving many studio
recitals, and they were reccived with enthusiasm by listen-
ers at all stations; the board was Tortunate also in being
‘able to arrange for M. Paul Vinogradoff. the eminent Rus-
sian pianist, who is now a resident of Wellington, to -tour
with Chostiakoft, . L. . .
Other artists epgaged by the board for tonrs of the
New Zealand stations included Barend Harris, the Anstra-
lian bass-baritone, who specialised in Hebrew folk melo-
dies.This artist was already known to many New Zealandd
listeners for his recitals from the Ausiralian stations, and
Jhis singing was much appreciated. BMadame Margherita
Zelanda, New Zealand’s own soprano, was also able to
make a brief tour of the main stations, though it was neces-
sarily hurried owing to .lher long list of engagements in
-Australia, L . : o o
. Quite a number of famous pianists were heard on the
air during the year; bLesides Panl Vinogradoff there were
| Mr. Laurence Godfrey Smith, a well known Australian
' musician, Mr. Andersen Tyrer, and BMr, Gordon Bryan, whe

was ip New Zealand as examiner for the Associated Boards -

'of the Royal Scheols of Music, hut found time to give a
_ series of recitals from ali the national stations.
tempt has also been made to arrange tor a tour by Percy
Grainger, -the famous Awstralinn pianist-composer, but
his engagement list is full for many months ahead, so no-
thing definite has been decided. At present tours.ef the
national stations are in progress by three other famoug ar-
“tists whom the Broadcasting Roard has imported—Madame
Googsens-Viceroy, a Belgian dramatic soprano of execen-
tional ability; Mr. Raymond Beatty, the Australian baiso-
cantante, and My, J. Alexander Browne, tle Australian
. baritone who came to New Zealand as assisting artist with
Philip Hargrave, the boy-pianist, and las remained under
contract to. the Broadeasting Board. It seems that. these
‘artists will prove fully ag popular as others whom the
hoard-has previously presented, B

‘During the .year the presentation of the theme and
confinuity ‘type of programmes improved . consider-
ably, both in arrangement and in the engagement of suit-
able narrators, These programmes have bhecome very .popu-
lar with listeners, and, though there has. been . room for
dmprovement in-the seleetion of -m-usical_ nubers; and in
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