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Triumph of Singer No One Wanted!
Grace Moore Wasn’t Wanted by the Film Companies but Persistence

Won Her a role in One of the Finest Talkies Yet Made — “One
Night of Love” Given Premiere Sereening in Wellington.

O be quite frank, Grace Moore is a

- girl with guts. She made a picture
sevelal years age—ithe story of Jennie
Lind’s life—but from that time she wus
given & miss in baulk by all the big film
companies. But Miss Moove wasn't sit-
ting down and waiting for the talkies
to come to her. She made it her duty to
find out why she wasn’t wanted. The
film magnates were bratally .truthful;
she had a glorious voice, one of the best
in the woxld, but she pulled faces when
she sang, her figure wasn't right, nor
her face nor her hair,

So she set to work to correct these

faults. She gang in front of a mirror

until she stopped pulling faces; she
dieted, she looked to her face and her

hair, Back she went to the studios after -

two years, a changed woman, but still
with the same magnificent voice. But
the filin magnates were still lukewarm.
At last the (;olumlna company offered
to let her play in a film, but she
wouldn’t receive any salary—ijust a
pelcentaae of the profits. And so was
born “One Night of Love,” the film that

has been such 'r. winner all over the

- Monteverdi,
‘master,. and he invzzdes her

.make an appearance in a

world that the “percentage of profits”

is going to leave Miss Moore a wealthy
wonan,

“One. Night of Love” was given its

New Zealand premiere at a private
screening at the State ‘lheatre, Wel-
lington Iast Sunday evening. There
were -hundreds of well-known people
there, representing the Government, the
Army, the Navy, the musical world and

the professions. And .geldom has a pic--

ture been so enthusiastically received.
As Miss Moore’s voice died away in her
first song, a thunder of applause swept
over the audience, and each succeeding
number was mpturously received.

There is only one poor thing about
the whole pictnre—its title, Who the
night of love belonged to no one seemed
to know. It was still posted as missing
when the curtain went down on the
final scene. However, the title doesn’t
matter very much, for the picture is’so
charming and provides such a feast of
mugic that one wouldn't much care if
it were labelled “A String of Oniong.”

Mary Barrett is a New York girl with
operatic ambitions, After failing in a
singing contest she decided to lake her
500 dollars and try her luck in Italy.
But Milan can be almost a hard-hearted
as New York, and it is nof long before
the dollars have dwindled away and the
necessity for finding a bread-and-butter
job arises. The Oafe Romaine wants a
singer, so to the cafe Mary goes to

do a little singing betsveen spells  of.

waiting at table. Her voice is heavd by
Ttaly’'s greatest = musie

room with the offer of teaching, And
so for two years she practises assidu-
ousty until the time comes for her to
privincial
opera house, By this fime Monteveradi
has gained an almost. Svengali-like
powet over the girl, and she only sings
af her best and conquers her nervous-

. mess when' he is at hand. She triumps,

dressing

and soon she is scheduled to-sing - in
Vienna, But by this time she hasg ac-
quired all the temperament and pretty
tantrums of a full-fledged prima donna,
and she upsets the firgt night by threat-
ening to walk out and marry a young
and moneyed American cub. By a piece

of skilful strategy she is brought hack .

Interesting Cables
from Lona’on

“Iron Duke is H uge Success :
FaJ W ray in England

WO'(ca’b'les of interest were re-
ceived in Wellington _this
week. ~ The first, from the Gau-"
mont-British Picture Corpora~
tion in: London, said: ‘‘George’
Arliss’'s ‘Iron Duke’ most sensa-
tional success in British film his-
tory. . Shrewd experts predict
even bigger success than ‘Roths-~
child.” Full details following.”
The second, also from London,
said: “Fay Wray has arrived in
London .and will play opposite
Jack Hulbert in ‘Alias Bulldog
Drummond’ at Shepherd’s Bush.”

to the opera house and achieves a real
trinmph in the roles of Carmen. The
opening scene of the famous Bizet opera
i3 shown on the sereen and Miss Moore's
vome hag every opportunity ot dzsplay
ing its flexibility and power.

An offer comes from the Metro;)oh-

tan Opera House in New York and,
desp1te Montevardi’s wammg that qhe

" is not ready, La Barrett decides to ac-

cept if, a decision prompted Hy her
jealousy of a girl who appears to have
a claim on the masetro's affections. She
iy to appear in "“Madame Butterfly,”
but the opening night finds poor Cho

-Cho 8an in peor voice and a bundle of

nerves. She is.missing her Svengali,
Just as she comes down on to the stage
she sees him in the prompter’s hox. Hler
eyes light up, her courage. returns—
and she has conquered New York! The
cinema audience is treated to two ap-
preciably long excerpts from the opera
—the opening scene and the -tragie
scene when the. little Japanese
awaits ‘the return. of Pinkerton.

0f the charm of Miss Moore’s voice,
manner and appearance, one . could
write reams. This young woman has
heen an acknowledged star in the Ame-
rican opera world for some time and she
has made many .appearances at the
Metropolitan Opera House, )
Night of Love” she has the Ilooks of a

girl of 19, and the voiee. of the finest
> pole .of . the -

singer- on earth, In the’)
maestio; Monteverdl, 1s “Tullio- Garmm-

wife’

I “One

ati, and he plays his part in a remark-.
ably fine manmer. The young and
wealthy American who generously steps
out of the way when he sees how the
wind of love blows, is Lyle Talbot, a
young man who should go far in the
film world. Australia’s Mona Barrie

‘(daughter -of Phil Smith, the comedian

who was in New Zealand this year with
the “Merly Widow” company) has a
big part in this pieture, and she handles
it splendidiy.

*One Night of Love” will be screened
at the tha Theatre, Wellington, in
January. It should enjoy a very success-
ful season.

J OB MORRISON, who plays the fea-

tured lead in Paramoundt’s forth-
coming “Me Without You,” and who
recently was seen in W. ¢, Tields’s
“Phe Old-Fashioned Way,” “tried to

~ ¢rash Follywood three years ago bur

was unsucecessiul.

GDR'lRUDL‘ MICHAEL, who plays

the. feminine lead in ‘“The Notori-
ous Sophie Lang” once. started and
ran a radio stafion.in her home town.
She did everything: from plﬂy ng the
piano and vmhn, and singing and an-

nouncing, to gwmg eookmg recmeb

WAD WEST is now wntmg “Now
I'm a Lady,” which 1s to he her-
next starring film, .
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'.RADIO CALL BOOK

' SUMMER EDITION
NOW READY,

I'nis book contains the latest, most
comprehensive and authentic Iist
ol all Radio- Bmadcastmg Stations
that can be heard in this eountry.
‘Apart from New Zealand stations
the list covers® Austvalian, Ameri-
ecan, South Ameriean, ananeqe.
Chinese, Siamese-and Par-Easkérn
stations. Don’t: :lsten in- doubt.
Obtain your Call-Beok. to- (Iar The
priee iz on]y 1/~
The Sevretary,
Z.  Radio

A ll Lzsteners

Iﬁéeom angd  Home-
Journal,” :

P.0, Box 1(:80. Wellmgtom

Please FTorward me one copy of the
Winter Editfon of the N.Z. Radio
Call-Book for which I enclose I’oq
tal Note for 1/-'
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