
MODERN FURNITURE FORA
MODERN

STUDIO

On the left is one of the modern
studios at Broadcasting House, Lon-
don. The chairs are of the "nest-
ing" type, and are similar to the ones
which form a portion of thefurnish-
ings at the new 1YA studio, Auyk-
|

land.

believe that there’s no comfort
in the new tubular steel furni-
ture go and try some of the
chairs and settees at the new 1YA
studio in Shortland Street. (On
second. thoughts the authorities
mightn’t thank us for extending
such a sweeping invitation, so you’!l
have to take our word that this new
furniture is every bit as comfortable
as the old type-and far cleaner and
snarter in appearance.)

|‘ you’re one’of those people who

A "Radio Record" representative
who looked over the premises of the
Auckland Bedstead Company in
Ponsonby, Auckland-the factory
where this new furniture was made
-was much impressed with the pro-
gress that has been made in New
Zealand in the building of this fur-niture that is destined to play a greatpart in the home life of the future.
Steel furniture is not really new,but originated 30 years ago whenits hygienic and simple structural
qualities brought it into use in hos-
pitals. It gradually drifted from
hospitals to cocktail bars and manyof Europe’s and America’s smart-
est night clubs used it to furnish
their premises. To-day steel is be-
ing skilfully combined with such
materials as wood, leather, fabric
and glass to’ fashion furniture which
is finding a ready sale among home-
builders. In time,. it will be no:
longer necessary to use the word
steel as a prefix to furniture of that
type. Steel and other metal will be
accepted in the future as-an ordin-
ary essential of efficiency in furni-
ture of all kinds without special re-
ference to its inclusion with other
materials.
Tm many homes and public build-
ings to-day the problem of main-_
taining the desirable appearance and.

integrity: of furniture and fittings
has become accentuated by increas-
ed cost ot labour. The contempor-
ary home has its servant problem;
the majority of homes are without
servants, and considerably less spaci-
ous than were the homes of yester-
day. In consequence domestic fur-
niture is in closer contact with its
owners than it was in days gone by.In theatres and restaurants the dif-
ficulty of maintenance is accentu-
ated by the rough treatment giventhe fittings by patrons and cleaners.Here is where steel furniture has
come into its own.

The furniture made for the new
Auckland studio is characterised by
simplicity of design-that simplicitythat lends an air to anything smartand useful. The chairs for the con-
cert hall are of the "nesting" type;that is, they can be fitted one in the
other and stored
away in a com-
paratively small
space. Most of
these chairs are
chromium plated
and upholstered
in brown, but
one or two have
been finished in
bronze. There
are round and
square _ tables,
the majority of
them have tops
of black vitrolite
glass. The. main
studio has furni-
ture upholsteredin various
shades of green,
two suites being
finished in green
suede. No. 2

studio is furnished in orange and
black and black tape tapestry, while
the talks studio is pleasingly decor-
ated with furniture of steel and
orange, black and gold tapestry. In
the announcer’s and control rooms
has been used a cloth (with fine
wearing qualities) not formerly
known in New Zealand.
The desks for use in various pas¥
of the building are of metal and wai-
nut, and are designed for both hard
use and good looks. A similar type
of desk is illustrated on this page.
The ‘Auckland Bedstead Com-
pany, which has designed and built
all the furniture, was established
about 40 years with the object of
making iron bedsteads. But, with
_changing fashions, iron bedsteads
waned in popularity and the’ com-
pany turned to other types of furnt-
ture. A large department was e3-
tablished for the making of wooden

All the furniture for the new studios and offices at
the new 1YA building in Shortland Street, Auck
land, is modern and simple. Wood and chromium
plated steel has been skilfully employed as the above
picture of one of the office desks shows.


