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: Lec’cures From ZYA Drew
SOME Interestlng Comments '
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‘thing nt the mnoment as the “untwubled brow of
ar-olds are wearing as many funrows ahove the
eyes ers. and every reference library has its quota of
vouthfnl geekers ffter kuowledge. No, this state of affairs has noth-
ing whafever o Go with the ;,u]eml economie conditions of 1934, for it
is an annual occurrence; growing in intensity till the first week in
- December svhen the load is suddenly lightened-for better or for

v

youiil

‘mairiculation students.

- lington College (M,

Worse.
tion examination

Tlus 3@.11' the h (,\v Aealand Blodd
qubtlll Board threw in its lot with
the prospective candidates and organ-
ised a series of special broadcasts for
! The lectures
were given by fully-gualified men froin
2YA, Wellington, and rebroadeast by
the other national stations. There
were eighit broadeasts all told—-two in
each of four subjects—Inglisl, his
tory, geography and mathematies.

That the broadeasts were of definite
value was ‘evidenced by ‘the results of
questions that the headmaster of Wel-
W. A, Armour)-
put to -the boys in his matriculation
torms. = “Sixty-four” of . the . boys who
are sitting the examination -listened
in,” said Ar. Armour to a “Radio Re-
cord” representative. “I asked -them

“how many had- actually enjoyed  the -

whole series . of "broadcasts, Bleven
said that they had—ihe othérs while
they admitted to- hstemng in to the
whole series’ and getting a- great deal
of useful advice from. the: talks, logked:
on .them as rather a necessary evil
When I quesmoned them as to whethetr
they had -derived: actual benefit from’

‘the broadecasts. sixty-three, out- of ‘the

sixty-four said that they had.. It may
be interesting -to look’ at the actual
Opinions on each subject.

“From. the history. broadeasbs 39

-of the boyb admit having benefited.

The work was well..coyered, and the

lectures were concise and Llem The

only complaint seemed to be that there

was scarcely enough time’ for the lig

teners to ‘take the notes dowh. .
“Comparatively. few of the matrica-

- lation students -at Wellington.-Qollege
- arve sitting-the gedgraphy examination

thrs year, so that only 16 listened in
to the lectures on this subject.
lad said that he had: not heen: parti-
cularly -impressed with the. talkg, qas

the subject matter was.all to be’ founﬁ

in one of the text books he was using,

Another: complaint was ‘that “the leé -

tures were not generalised enough, but
I think most of the boys rather-mis-
understood. the purpose. of ‘the brogd-
casts. They wanted the talks. to. cover

,more ground-—theéy wanted mew - and.

strange facts—in other words, they
‘probably wanted to. be entertained to
some degree.” Actually the ‘Seography
lectures were well handled and the
ground was covered in 2 useful man-
ner,

examination. From .the remarks of
ihe boys.it would appeai. that the sub-

Ject had been -well taught in the dliss-

room axd: that ‘the: :prmmpal statements

One:

" sufficiently. encouraging -for i1s to og

They were prinmpanv intended-- -
to give assxsf:&nce in;prepazing. for the- - homeS, “and’:to have:then -anade -

.daghing”

It all has fo do with that bogey of school life—the matricula-
which sturts in a few days.

made by the lécturer hdd already been

impressed on the pupils,

“All but six of the listeners to the
linglish broadcasts were most enthusi-
astic about this series, The boys con
sidered that the-lectuiés were systema
tic, and some of them considered thein
the best of the series. The whote sulb-
ject was covered and ampie thme was
given to take down the notes. The
only piece of real eriticism was from
a boy who said that the lectures were
too general, that not enough- actual
examination ‘tips’  were given. ot
course, -there are some candidates who
[u'efer'to go into an examination reom
armed with a series of ‘tips’ rather
than with any real knowledge, "

“About 20 ‘boys said they were bene-
fited by the mathematics lectures, The
complaint seemed to .be that the lec:
turer talked 'a little too fast when giv-
ing the examples, but the methods sug-
gesLed by him for setting out the
papers were congidered most’ helpful

~The general comments on the series.

were that the lectures should be a little
longer than half:an hour, or, as an
alt‘emative,- there should be more in
each series. The mclusmn of French,

‘Latin and the:sciences Would ~also- be’

a good move.” -

~ The headmlstless of the- Wellmgtcn’r
Bast: Girls’ - College ™ (Miss . Ai-
Batham) said that the broadeast lec-
tures-had been of direct: benéfit to the

girls in her school who had listened
in,. A new voice telling them essentml'
- facts. ‘had 'had- the. effect of . giving
. them - ‘confidfence’ and impressing on |
‘them more vividly. certain pomts that
they had perhaps not gathexed 4in ord:-
inary class  routine, - -

“We have had many mtelestmg com-

ments on the broadeasts,” said the gen-
eral mamnager-of the New Zealand
(Mr, - B €

Bloadcastmg Board .

Hands), “and the results: have ‘beén

sider making the matneulatmn Iee¥
tures a regular annual feature, We

have been pleased to have’the' com..

ments of various headmasters and mis-

- tresses, and their advice will¢certainly
be useful in drawing up fufure broad- .

cqstcs ~of "this natule” .'-\

VILLAGI@JRS feel that theiv lanes,

.are- part” and parcel ‘of their ow

usable l,ncept Dy strdngers:

through “in “ears. and: mofor-cycles is
a real aepuvatwn—- s, Geoﬁre,;;.; }
- 'Boqu&et. ; h h
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RADIO EQUIPMENT FOR

AERQPLANES;

——

P:oneermd ‘Work by Otago
Club

(Special to iﬁe “Radio Record.”)

‘T'he Otago Aero Clud usma es to

© be the ploneer in New Zealend in
the matter of equ:ppuw its 'planes

and tlie acrodrome at Taieri with

radio. With the assistance of

three experienced experimenters,.

the clud has -already commenced:

testing on the ulira short-wave of

- 3, metres, and oy @, recent eveniny

o= ~aAY . communication betwech u

plave  flying round ithe - Taieri
pleing and the ground. station al
the air port wwas cstablcéhed and
meintained.

,THERE are diﬁiemties, however, that

will have to be overcome before the
system will work efficienfly under aft
conditions. II: has been found that. 5-
métre work suceesstully UVEercomes
ignition and plane noises, but unfor-

tunately such short waves ean only he
~ effective within visual"rztngfe, ‘as, brogd-

1y speaking, they. must obey fhie laws
‘of light. The question” of power pre-
.sents another difficulty that is engag-

ing the attention of the radio men, whe

hope by careful stuuy and thorough ex:
Jperiment to find the solutions ot theu'
‘problems 'eventually, -

. Tests will ghow what power wul De
‘necessary to give ‘signal strength that
will be sufficient to override any eier
trical-disturbances caused by the plane
itself. Tt is desired to €qitip the planes
with appuatt}s ‘that will communicate
with and receive messages from
ground station on flights such ‘as might
be taken to Timaru, Invercargill, or
Pembroke. The tests in the meantima

" are interesting, although still in the

infant stage. The - ‘transmitting - and
Iecelvmw apparatug used on the plane
is housed in. the one container, which
measures about. seven iuches square.
while the aerial erected
inches Iong. At the ground station the
aerial i suspended between a. chair
and a ience which- gives au approxi-
mate idea of its height from the path-
way.. Speech from’ the planeis weil
received, and at times the phones can
belaidon a t‘lble, and. the. words. heave
several feet- away.

which time splendid., - ‘communication

Was mamtained between the air anc
_fhe ground,

"The.power used at- presenr
is about one watt,

The Otago, @istriet - ‘offets . a . big
obstacle to wultra’ short-wave - wurk on
account of its hilly’ natuye..

-and the eruising. plane radio communi -
cation: is automatically cut off, g0 - that
it has yet to. be dzscovered what £

© quency will' give the hest zesnlts: over’

4 wide expaunse of hilly country., Tt is

“not diffienlt to. ‘imagine.thg- advantacre
“to flying radio: will be: Wllen the: sehenm
. is opérating saﬁsfaet'ouly, It isvunder

“ stood. that the club will not he ‘handr
52 7Fo. - provide’
compleﬁe equlpment wheu 461y tlme “to,

capped” by lack of . fund

buy.” -

the’

is some 43

) A recent fight
- lasted for twenty-five® ‘minutes, ‘during

‘Onee g hiil’
iy placed between the" ground- qtatm’l.’



