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B.B.C. FOR 10 YEARS.
b’lANF»ORD ROBINSON may be said -

to have been cradled in the lap of
Orpheus. Born in Yorkshire, the son
of 8 well<known Leeds organist, he play-
ed the plano from his fifth year and
later began to teach himself. Whilst
stifl at sehool be decided to make music
his career and organised an amafeur
orehestra in ovder to gain experience in
conducting. Mr. Robinson joined the
musical staff of*the B.B.C. garly in 1924
and in the game yvear was made respon-
sible for the organisation and trainiag
of the B.B.C. National Chorus. a body
of 250 singers selected from ten times
that number of applicanis, He also
conduets the B.B.C. Wireless Singers
and the B.B.C. Theatre Orchestrz,
whieh is the envy of every broadcust
station in the world,

LAST WORD .

T all the liedér singers of the present
day, Elena Gerbardt is surely the
sreatest. - Her 'Ddl‘elltb were enthusias-
tic amatenr musiciansg and little wou-

der their danghter entered the Leipay

Conservatoire with the fixed determinu.
tion to hecome a great singér. She soun
found that she bad remarkable talent
in the interpretatioy of the clyssic-gongs
of Schubert, Brahms, Schumann, Hugo
Wolf and others. Arithur Nikisch, the
famous conductor, was so. enthusiastic
about her genius that he played her
piano accompaniments at her first con-
She made her first debut in Bng-
land at Queen’s Hall in June, 1926, aud
were we never to hear her in the flesh.
we would have in her glorious re-
cords sufficient warrant for desecribing
her as the last word in lieder singing.

AND HOME JOURNAL
HIS OWN EXPONENT.

JO‘HN IRELAND, himself a pianist of

note, frequently appears as the ex-
ponent of his own music., Karly in nis
career he was recognised as a composer
of rare and individual qualities, but as
he burnt all the music he wrote before
1908, hie has been his own sternest ericic
also, Known' chiefly to the mantin-the-
street as responsible for his song “Sea
Fever,” which, thouzh excellent in its

ballad manner, in no way represents
him as a composer, ¥e has written
much splendid orchestral and chamber
musie. and voeal works, including tie
notable song-cycle “The Shropshire
Tad.”” The critical faculty no doubt is
derived from lus late father, who was’
ounce editor of “The M‘tn(ehester Exami-
ner,”

“PARISHLESS PARSON v

BSORIBING herselt as a “parish-
less parson in petticoats,” Margar-
‘et Macpherson, well-kiown journalist
and radio speaker, says: “I like to
preach at people. Perhaps it is because
four generations of my family have

. RAM.,, is 2 good example.

9

of the sing of the fatherg!” Since she rve-

turned to New Zealand from IL.ohdon
last year, Mrs. Macpherson. has played
the part of lecturer on many occasions,
having spoken from such diverse plat-
forms as the New Zealand Leégion, the
Theosophieal Society, the Douglas
(Credit Assoclation, - the  Methodist
Church, the Friends of the Soviet
Union, the L.eague of Mothers, and the
Council Against. War, During her stay
in London lash year, she wag offered
the job of ‘“ghost’ for gociety peopie
who like to see their names in print,

ut cannot write their own articles, The
pay suggested was good, bub, says Mar-
garet Maepherson, “‘the whole project
was bised on mendaeity and snobbery,
so I turned it down.”

- MARRIED A SAVAGE.

DHD West of Hngland has given us

. many fiae singers, of whom thai
splendid  baritome, - Percy Fleming,
Born in
RBristol, Percy as a boy sang iu {he
school choir of the Bristol grammar
school and in the Bristol’ Madrigal
Slub.  When his voice broke he joined
the Qhoral Society of that city, Triends
induced Him to seriously counsider tak-
ing up musie as a profession, and he
has no cause to regret following their
counsel, - Tuaition at the Royal Aca-
demy in London and under Frau Pro-
fessor Grosse, and the Tate Sir Géorge
Henschel, made him the fine vocallst
Lhe now is. While at the R,AM., he
met his present wife, a daughter of
(‘anon Savage, of the Isle of Man Mr
Heming's successful dareer on the
opera stage and concert platform: is

been schoolmasters. It is a typical case a modern musical romance.

MULLARD
Announce
AMERICAN EQUIVALENT
‘A.C. VALVES

RETAIL PRICE
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Mullard Battery Type Valves are.well-known to thousands of listeners in New Zealand, and in Great Britain,
3 MILLION SETS ARE EQUIPPED WITH MULLARD VALVES

Let this record recommend the use of Mullard A.C, American eqmva!ents, and ensure care-free Radio entertain-
’ ment,

REPLACE WITH MULLARD A.C. VALVES TO-DAY!

Mullard

If your dealer is out of stocks, wiite to
N.Z, Factory Representativest—-

‘SPEDDING LTD.,,

P.O. ‘BOX 462 ., ...AUCKLAND

b0 BOX 32 ... CHRISTCHURCH THE - M A 57' ER. - VA LVE

P.0. BOX 516 ....DUNEDIN
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