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Friday, Novémbezf 16, 1934.

nui station which has since been dismantied. The power
used in short wave transmission is only a fraction of that
which was used in the days of the old spark transmitters.
This is illustrated by the fact that, whereas the old sparh
transmitter at Awanui used up to 30 000 watts to “worl

Apia successiully, the Wellington station can to-day ‘work”
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First Wireless Messages
that Were the Beginning
of New Zealand’s Service
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Apia—and with a much stronger signal—with a transmitter
of 500 watts input.

“Short wave wireless is becoming more and more popu-
lar,” said one of the Government radio officials to a “Radio
Record” representative.  “It has considerably greater range
which is shown from the fact that the Wellington station can
‘work’ a ship from the time it leaves New Zealand -until it
ties up at an English port. All the New Zealand statwns on ~
the mainland have been fitted with-short wave receiving and
transnnttmg apparatus for some time now. A service is also -
given to the small coastal vessels whmh are not. fitted with:
600 metre gear.” ,

In 1930 modulatmg apparatus was added to the We 1-

mgton short wave transmitter, enabling. the ‘station to' that the Marama vas -one of the first ships in the Nefw-
use telephony as a method of communication. After  zealand service to be fitted with wireless. - Last week
some negotiations with the Australian authorities a ptb- (je Marama advanced & furthef step in her career when

lic radio telephone sefvice was inaugurated ' between gL was fitted with a radio ‘direction finder. . When
the Commonwealth and New. Zealand on November 25, the yesgel left the Queen's Wharf, Wellington, shortly

éi:igt B?lrt’a{r?lgn‘g'?’nolzsilcgl;eSse:;:zgf ;"g‘a‘%sﬁggde‘,irﬁg after three 'o’clock last I‘rldaji,'t'he crowd that lingered

f rprise he vessel making in
growth of the overseas radio-telephone service since ?t?etgfrgg};z; cﬁa%zlsoﬁzlslriggacslegg l'fe'ldlng (ﬁzv;ngi;_
‘its 1naugurat10n has proved that this means of communi- bour on her usial cour’se. Many mqun'les were made
cation is rapidly becommg popular. ‘With the return of

normal times it is hoped that the service will’ grow to at the Union: Steamship -Company’s offices, and. the
. W 0 hcoming that, diring the previous
such an. extent that a reductlon will be made in the" explanatmn was forthcoming g the previou

charges. week, the Marama had been fitted: with a radio direction
finder and, before setting out on her passage to Sydney,
very i;z%f{ﬁap’ugl;o ;:atlcf\?oilz El?l?lt;ﬂgfgﬂ Sg?’;iyazg;}li she went 1%p CI1:he harblour to cah]zrati: ;he ri%eng ap-
; > tus. Radio signals were sent out from the steamer

hout t “British” Official oo
quenee  sopesrs wibout the words “BriishOffcl - Jrecs Rangaie, bing s the Clyde Ouay Whart,
taken in by the Marama, which was swung on varlous
%Qﬁaa;ne%ljgﬁﬁtlthfeoiniﬁzmtilstéogfhiz\?ri?;;;{;t 2;2 f;m:: compass bearings to check and record any errors in
ickeed tp at Awarua and disseminated to various news- the receiving apparatus of her direction-finder. The
[I;apers bI;' telegraph. | Last year 300000 words were vessel left the harbour shortly before five o’clock. Under
transmitted in this way. These news bulletins are sent ih?f prov;sao?s of the 11111ternat10nal cgnventflogloggr the
- out on a long wave (18,740 metres) and a short wave safety of life 4t sea, all passenger ships o tons

suited to the time of the day and the season of the year, gross. register and upwards are requned to e fitted

wth radio -direction finders. .
fgéggg;;c:;‘g g;:;‘;emely reliable service between the “Wireless has brought out little country back ffom

the “fringe of Antarctica™ (as one American paper de-

A piew of the Governmént wireless station on Aound

Bteko, Tinekori Hills, Wellington. - This station, one

- of the aldest in New Zealand, has played an important

- part. in the history of radio in the Dominion, and it is
HOW bemg remodelled and entar, ged )

“been equipped with wireless.

A number of New Zealand lighthouses have also
The lighthouse at Puy-
segur Point in the far south has been brought out of its
isolation by this means and so have the lighthouses at
Stephens Island - Portland Island and Cape Maria Van
Diemen. The latter is fitted with a radio beacon of fix-
ed type erected in 1925. ’

' Mentlon was made at the beginning of this a1t1cle

scribed the position of New Zealand) and put it in con-
stant touch with the busy world of Europe and” Ameri-

.ca. Plans are being advanced for more comprehensive

radio communication between New Zealand and the rest
of the world, and the time is not far distant when the
Dominion will know of happenmvs m Europe as saon
as Europeans themselves. e :



