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Does the Press Appreciate |
‘Broadcasting Problems
and Policies? o

Friday, November 9, 1934.

IN passing thréugh Christchurch after
his recent visit to Britain, Mr. L.
R. C. Macfarlane, a member of the New
Zealand Broadcasting Board, in the
course of an interview with the Christ-
church *“Press,” drew a contrast be-
tween the general attitude of the pub-
lic in New Zealand to our broadcast-
ing system and the attitude of the
British Press and publie to the British
Broadecasting Corporation. :
Mr. Macfarlane, said “The Press,” com-

plained of the little space afforded to.

broadeasting news by New Zealand news-
vapers as compared with estabhished jour-
nals in England, and assorted that the
press generally had been antagonistic. to
ihe Broadcasting Board. : ‘

_“Most of ‘the Ieadingf‘mén m all walis.,
) England are very proud. of the
British Broadeasting Corporation,” said

of life in

Mr. Macfarlane, “In this respect there

is a pointed- difference between England’

and New Zealand, In Hngiand they are
proud of their institutions,.but the ai-
titude here is quite different. . There
should be a little more enthusiasm, and
pride in the country for what it has done.”

"People were apt to Jraw unfavour-
able coitparisons between the license
figures in Hngland and. New Zesland, he
said, and the board had been criticised
in the past on the ground that in New
Zealand there ‘were fewer licetises per
1000 of population, But it had to be re-
membered that New Zealand was a poor
country compared.with England ,and that
the present slump was uot being felt
nearly so much.in England as in the Do-
minion Im the circumstdnces, he thought

) thﬁt the figurés were very good.
'O this comment - the Christehurch
“Presg” devoted an editorial in gen.

eral repudiation of Mr. Macfarlane's

‘eanclusions.
as follows:— ‘
He (Mr. Macfarlane) might have said,
for instance, thdt the Broadcasting Board
has in a very short space of time nro-
duted a vemarkable improvement in the
coverage amnd technical quality of New
Zegland broadeasting and that the
achievement has not -been accorded ade-
guate recognition. On that point few
who are familiar with the difficulties
which have been overcome would contra-
diet him, But eriticism .of the Broad-
casting Board, in.the .press .and else-
where, has been concerned almost excli-
sively with the quality of its programmes;

The major comment was

apd Mr. Macfarlane will have some dif- .

fieulty in showing” that it 1s merely cap-
tious, a reflection of n_natural tendency
on the patt of New Zealanders. to le-
little their national institutions.  He must
surely realise, for instance, that the or-
ghnisation of talks is still elementary,
that little attempt bas heen made to ex-
ploit-broadeast plays, and that there has
been no systematic attempt to foster and
. obzanise local talent.. The- weakness of
‘programmes on the political and socislogi-

cal side iy not eniirely the board’s fanlf, -

since .the sbsurd restrictions on eontro-
versy have left it very little freedom.
But the main reason for bad programmes
ig. simply that. the board’s advisory and

direeting staff in educational and cul-

“writer

tural matters is not large enough and-

lacks imagination. When that defect has
been remedied, the Broadeasting Board
will have some chance of c¢ommanding

the same admiration in New Zealand as
the British' Broadeasting Corporation

commands in Great Britain,

T geems that Mr. Macfarlane has

some very definite grounds for the -

comparisons he made, and it would be
very much to the benefit of broadeast-
ing in general if the New Zealand press
and public did extend a -little move
appreciation of the work that has been
done. :

The press in general, with some hon-
ourable exceptions, is not in our opin-
ion, free froin blame in this matter.
Cages are within our knowledge whete,

-simply because the pastime of making

‘the board a cockshy is popular, letters
of attack have been encouraged and
even written by staiff members to pro-
vide “good copy.” The result has been
to:hinder rather than help broadacst-
ing. for people, being influenced by the
dtmosphere of eri. -
tieism ‘created. by
this wpress propa
ganda, have re-
frained from buy-
ing radio sets. A
number . of such
cases - are within
our knowledge.
one in particular
coming  to mind
where a recent pur-
chaser gtated ‘defin-
itely that had she
appreciated just
-how - good wradio .
was she woula
have equipped her
home much earlier.
She had refrained.
however, . because :
press criticism had
induced her to be-
lieve that the ser-
vice was poor. On ;
sampling it herself -
she found it  was
not poor.  That .is
not an- isolated . in-
stance. Undue press
criticism . has ye- !
stricted the service
instead of advanc-
ing ‘it. and those
centres where press
propaganda has
been strongest
show the least ad-
vance in listeners.
The leader
1 of  the
Ch ristehurch
“Press” - concen-
trates his eriticism
upon the quality: of
programmes, and

o

specifically . chargeés thoge responsible
for them with lack of imagination and
limited vision. Listeners who will de-
vole & moment’s thought. to this mat-
ter will appreciate that in all ‘progress
it is usually necossary for the “horse
to precede the cart.” By this we mean
that the board, not haying inexhaus-
tible funds at ity command, has adopt-
¢d the sound commereial course. of de-
voting its revenue first to providing
teally * good transmitting statidns,
while maintaining a. fair average. of
programmes. rather than limiting ex-
venditure upor equipment and expand-
ing it upon programmes. ‘Before you
can deliver water to g city, you must
instal the pipes. That is what the
board has been doing, and havinz
equipped the Dominion with the most
up-to-date and modern {ransmitting
stations the board in the very near
future will be able-to expand its acti-
vities in relation to programme im-
provement. .

(Continued on: page 50)

Mr. L. R. C. Macfarlone, the South Isiand member of the
New Zealand Broadewsting Bowrd, iwho suid last 1week that
the New Zeoland . press. generally had. been antagonistio to

- _ the Board.. :



