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TALKING OF TALKIES,

- Friday; November 9; 1934.

'-Liove In A Broadcastmg Stud

“Twenty Mllhon Sweethearts” 18 a Mugical Talkie With 5. Radlo
Background — -Manager of Weﬂmgton s Majestic Theatre Hag

Sore B‘mght Ideas —

.. **T’HERD’,S a story. told of a

¢irk who- intreduced ‘her boy
friénd o T bthet thus: “Dad, T want

 you to méet Jack, He croons over the
§ . AiT. 3.

Replwd he fathel ‘You COW-
ard;. vou* oo

‘But’ then éveuyone ﬂoesnt feel the
dHme” way, -aboiit = crooners (or why

* veotld Bing Crashy be earning umpteen
L thOilSEihlls a4 week?y,; and “T\vent‘;f Mil-
| lidn |, Sweethéarty,”
' Biotliet (G

the new
talkxe thdt was - privdtely
sereened” it Wellington =~ Mist week,
proveés that a radio’ croomer can &6t a

. miloh hearls figttering madly in all

Rorts of pIaces Buf thei perhaps Dick
Powell is miord than a crooner—he has
rather a fifi¢ ¥oick and thiy film givey
hifd pleaty of oppértunity to use if.
“Pwénty Mnﬁon Sweethearts” sets a

" new feeord-—it is a miisical talkie with

scareely & CHBig. girl in- it and not 2 ~
. sign of Mr. Bushy. Berkeley’s staggering. -
. stage si)ﬁetaeles

Most. of the aétlon
takes. place in a New York broadcast-
ing studio where .the Carlotta Soap

hour rubs shoulders with the Toasties-

Weeties  cereal honr, and Uncle Pete

“talks to- the .children. thtough the .
-courtesy of thé Stickfast Ghewmw Gum

Company.
Pat O'Brien plays the palt of a

seeker of talent for the hroddeaiting

company, and the pmture opens with

- him in Hollywood, very much in.dis-

~favour ‘for having engaged a. tight-tope
- walker
+; radio -turns,

and- a sword-swallower for
In Hollywood he comes
deross Dick Powell as a singing waiter
in'a cheap restaurant. Powell gings
““The Man on the Flying Trapeze,” ant‘f

O’Brien’ decides to "hustle him across

to Neéw York, ‘Wwhére he feels certain

- the broaﬂcastmg company will engage
* him. - Powell sings his song in the

studxos, and is such a complete ‘wash-

‘ out?” that both he and O’Brien arve

~ given unceremonious marching vrders.
o' Into the scene comes Ginger ROg’G‘IS
- - the “Carlotta Soap Girl,” who is a big
. suceess on the air
© Powell, and between them they stage

She falls for

-8 stunt which gets Powell on the .air

L ma successful number, From that mo- .

ment his fortune is made, and soon ke
findg himself with the twenty million

sweétearts that give the film its
a . .(To avoid disappointing ‘the

prospettive picture-goér. it ig ouly fair
to point out Hist only the veriest frac-

tion of that number iy Shown on the
" sereen'!)
his love affair with Gmger Rogers runs.

But with Powe].l‘s suecess

+ into rough - waters, and it -takes the

rest of the film to@ straighten matteh

ouf,

eat_r'hy_

Bug “Twenty M11110n Sweetheaa.ts”'

i$ good entertainment, not the least
' contributors to the evenmg’s fun bemg

the Fbur Millg Eruthers, whe sing and
play ifi the niost amazing mannet., The

: settmg is novel and the songs, éspecial-

‘'l Swing Along With . You,”

" Donald, the Majestic’s

Wiather

france, to the. M&,}esmc
s geveral colonrful

- “Alice in Wonderland.”
TS’ 40
shiow, which. was one of the fnost elaboi- -

WELLING"I‘OEN 'S "/Ifi;;estm Theatre
has broken with the “ali-shadow”
L1ad1t10n, and- now presents a bright.

- stage act half-way thiough the pro-
- gramig.

This rew foun of éntertain-
ment came- into being whén . M¥. Ian
biright young
manager, came down from St. Janies
in Auckland.
can't. afforfl to put on the elshorate
stage presentations fhat one sees in
other parts of the world,” said Mr.
Donald to a “Radie Record” represen-
tative, “But at the zameé time 5 fiesh
and blood act on the prograime does
give that personial touch that atdiences
like. Itis sometiffies @iffienlt to zet just

the right act, and picture-goers nowa--

days afe pretty critical as they have
mme to eX'pect a 10t after ﬂeemg 80

many super-musical spectacles on the
We've managed. to puf on a -

|ereen.
stage aet every week since Juie,. and
noty . Our patrohd have come fo lodk
forward to them’

‘his bangd. to:eall on” Mr, Donald hus
also concentrated on improving the aj-
pearanee of the somewbat barn-like en-
‘He his had
“sets” - made;

these, with varied. lighting,

tlculaﬂy bright and atifactive. When
“Wild Cargo” wwas screening there, the

10hiby was arranged with cages 0f bifds, h
and their songs and chatter attracted

interested passers-by - for many days.

Dutitig' the sehiool holidays in August, )

Mr. Donald turned on a children’s revue
in, cofinéction with thé sergening . of
There were
thin - 40 . children o  this

afe: and suecessful staghd it New Zea-
land.

IT will be interesting to see how

“Strike - Me  Lucky,” Australia’s
Iatest enterprise in thé flin industry, is
received by the New Zealand public.

Mo, Roy Renie, a Jew, said to be “Aus- .

tralia’s greatest comedian” in the
movies is certainly not great, but the
bright young flm fans wmny #iod the
film worth while, if only to gdze in rap-
ture upbn the Bondi surf %heiks
stead of eoncentidting on” eme or two
phases of Austmhan life, thete i 2
miscellanecns collectwn, of Asistralia’s

“New Zealand thedtres

. says an BEnglish, jouriial.

Of course, I’ve betn -
'vei-y ludky in- havmg Fred Webibér antl

g
have he}ped -
to make the lobby of ihe theatre par: .

’ ALBI}RJ?O

Tts popularity, too, was reflected ' UPEIR singer in. Pariimount’s

_in the hox office takings,. - Tandi, -

In- -

“Stmke Me Lucky” Opens.

“tradle marks,” incltidifig the #bove-
iheéntionen Bohdi_ attraeticng, and akso
bush -stenes with kangaroos snd ithi-
fatioh aborigines. THé héro and hevoine
sivé the most natdral pel'fmmaneéq

The interior Sceres arg worth secing,’

especially the ones at kHe party: (some
party!y, wheie the classical ballet is
a feature. Australif nébds every en-~
couiagement to hélp her 4160g in Her
film industry, which is well on. the road
to stuccess. ;
A CASTING airector’s life (like a
poliéman’s’ is not a happy. ofie,
Buf &ven
the Job of casting ditector hds its com-
pensations. Mal Ballerino, - for ex-
ample, who holds the position of cast-
ing @ivéctor at the Pafiinotnt studios,
1% siid to posssss the te}éphrme nim-
betg 6f ag many &s 500 girls=all of
which be tan. miethorise’ “withent o
migd”  Cashnova wolld havs  been
envious of Biflerino (am:faremf;ly a

_ fellow-countrytingii) ; for; it addition to

the phione Statistics, A& ein tell yon
without Tibsitation the héight, weight,
temperament and colowting of all these

. gxris.
.PEU\TITEI) fOr the fisst timhé since

their - inftial co-starring . venture,
“State Fair,” Janet Gavnor and Lew

© Ayfes will be seén again ‘ag thé gay

yoahg 'sweethedtts of “Servants’ En-
tmnce o

STORY of Imprwmment of the
spirit, of the body, and of the soul.
is ‘The I‘ountam.” starring Anfi Hard-
ing. In fhis RICO. Radio version of
the literary ciasqc b7 Charlég Mor~
gan; Miss Haldm‘v iy seen as. a Ger-

m#n conntéss whose love for an Ens-

tigh avigtor is handicapped by her
spiritual [ove for her hdsband., Brian
Ahérne a0 Pawl Lukas have the male
romsmtm roles with the star.

' SOM}S for RK.O. Radio Pictures’

new musical comedy. “The Gay
Divorce,” with ¥red Astaire and Gin-

- ger Rogerq, famious dancing team of

“WMying Down fo Rio,” ave ‘nemg pro-
vided by five Jnternatlonally knoku
musw makers,

VALE‘\ITI‘\*O brother

and héir of the late I{udoipﬁ has
retuened fo major filmy as an Tattan
“fnter
Madame,” g story it features THida
Carv Grant .and others, For
1he past £&6% yoars Valentmo hag been

. starring in mdependent pictures. and
valelgﬂ versions.

340 success of Jan Kiepura, in “men
Mé To-night” invests ki Jatest

‘Ganmont picture with' more than nrd-

inary interest, “My Song - Tor You”

s o Worthy gugesssor t§ the doniedy-

fitusiedl which #in s¢ sticeessfully in
Australia and New Zealand, Amn addi-
tional point of intevest in “My Song
For You’ is the fact that Sonnie HMale
ig again associnted with Kiépura,

e

e



