-eipal habit.

"apd the mists, sweeping with
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Capmrmgv ‘the Maglc -of Westland

“Vagabonding” Far Off The Tourist Track—10 Per Cent. Of China’s
Populatmn Equal To That Of The Whole . Of . Britain—Poets’
Dreams Of Utopia—The Problem

MONA TRACY (3YA). . |
JUST about two years.age I happened
to be spending a day in Hokitika,
and there I eame on rather an intriguing
gight. ¥airly in the middle of a road
leading off Revell Street,‘ the main
thoroughfire, four men were engaged in
sinking a deep shaft. Now, as a ity
dweller, I do mot as g rule ﬁnd anything
remarkable or entertaining in the mere

‘ epectacle of men digging holes in streets;

one regards it merely as a playful muni-
But in Christchurch, .at
least, it is not usual to find men care-
fully examining ahd panning samples of
the dirt thrown up by the workers’
sb.ovels; and that was what was happen-
itig down in Iokitika. The diggers, I
léearned, were in search of a one-time rich
gold-tead, which had been lost theregbouts
about 50 yéam ago.

YE'I.‘ these little skstehes ‘hich I am

going to give you to-night, déal W1th a5
oIder tradition of gold-seekers. I “have
met them ' durmg many ‘happy periods of
vagabonding up and dowi in Westland.

Y use the word “vagabonding” beesuse,
although my journeys in tlie west have
mostly been doné’ afoot, they hive not
been, strenudus iramps between town and
town, buf just leisurely wanderings, Some-

tithes far off the tourist track.
in the gnise of a vagabond that one can
capture the magic that is Westlsmd

MN a day of torrential rain, I once tOle
refuge in the hut of a gentle-eyed okl

- miner, eet high above the-road through

Walmen. My old miner sat in the door-
way gazing placidly out on his little plot
of cabbages and beans; and on the rain
- ragged
brooms the tops of the- bush. ‘He gave

 me the Westland weather forecast, and I

have &ince found it to be quite mfalhblo.
It i6 this: “When one ¢an see Mt. Cook,
it is going to rain, When ohe cannot

- gee Mt, Cook it is raining.” And then

he talked of gold: of the gold he had .won
and thrown to the winds,  of the gold he
hoped yet to win: Aad to show in what
earziest he was, he hobbled painfully into
the Iean—-to behind the hut and brought
forth o new cradle he had. lately made.
He. explamed its use, while he sat fondling
1t, with old hanf]s nmuled -and, txembhn

AND aoam, at’ Hﬂkltlka ; Theie
comes the memory of a t:ny fruit

" #hop, kept by a bencvolent-looking old

It is only .

Chinese, in skull cap and ,spectaeles. He
leaned across the counter and talked of
his prospecting of 40 years’ back, from
the Lewis Pass in the morth, ag far as
Okarito in the south., - More réticent than
his Oceidental prototype, he did not speak
of his gains; more philosophic, he in-
ddcated that the fruit shop eontenfed his
old age, But his speech was all of gold.

MRS. BEATRICE THOMPSON (2YA)

WHILD thé whole of China iy feeling

the impact of Western ideas, the
effects are more particularly marked
among the wealthier, educated classes,
who have made fdreign contacts. It is
the resction of these people to Western
ideas that is already beglaning to in-
fivence world trade, and is cavaing men
with far-seeing minds to turn to Ching as
the region beyond all others presenting the
greatest opportumtles for trade expanaion,
It we assume that these Chifiese number
bitt ten per cent. of the whole, we stﬂl
have a figure which equals the popula-
tion of Great Britein, and it is the vast-
ness of these -figures which makes it so
vitally important. for other nations %o
study carefully the effects of the influence
of the West on China, Particularly im-
portant g it to New Zenland, situated -as
she is on the outen edge of- thm"s

A CH’AN'GL‘ vzsible to every vmltor is

thiat the Chinese have .taken very
Iar«'rely to wearing foreign clothes, Tweed
and woollen - suits, collars -and ‘ties, have
usurped the place of. long gowng and pad~
ded coats. These are now made of import-
ed materml but very shortly British and
Chinese Woollen factories -in’ Shanghal
will be turning ouf all that is needed. Mo
any who are interested in wool, elther as
farmers or slnppers, may ‘I suggest that
that question of where Shanghai is to
buy all the wool needed for thig new in-

" dustry in Ching is ore that 'Wl]l _repay

edrnest ccmsuieratmn‘?

_ AS 1@"‘&1’(’[6 the Uhmese lmhes, they

wear' extl*emely emart and well-cut.
. clothes, desigied in théir .
They use imported shoes,. lovely Freneh’

own  style:
and American &ilk stockings, and knitted
underwear . imported from Furope. = Sel-
dom do they wear a hat, and {heu' Hhair
is beautifully dressed frequently in the
style made. popular by their fayvourite film
atar—among -whom . Greta Garho ranke
first, It is. & common thing = to see

‘Chinese women driving their own' cars,
and very smart models they favour. At

the numérous race meetings the Chinese
women far outnuinber their foreign eis-

‘ters, and though they have not yet ap-
‘peared as jockeys—as the Clunese men

do—they are very fond of mdmg, and of
mo%t other sports. - . .

MR: J. T, I’AUL (4YA)

VPHILOSOPDRS .gmd po»ebs have‘lo-n;:

had visions .of the dawn .of human

-equality,. qud . vavious - -periods . in our’

of Austria
11ternture refle¢t the marked efforts.to-
wards material betterment. Words-

worth saw in the travails of bis time
visions of the rebirth of humanity, and
the establishment ¢f. Utopm not on “some
secreted island, but in the very world,
which is ‘the world of all of us—the place
where, in the end, we find our happiness
or not at all.”

IN the Utopia pactured ’by Sir Thomas

More, no man was poor, 1o .man
was rich; no man had. anrything, “yet all
men had everythm “What can make

& man so rich as to lead a serene and
cheerful life, free from. anxieties;” asks
More, “n.mther ap:plehendmg wmrt hnn-

THE 1men’. f Germany and Au%trla 1sv

'b -0 miéans g hew idéa, i Through-
oug’ the m1ddle ages the Holy Roman
Empire was mainly a German Empire,
and th¢ Bmperors most often had their
seats in Austria, ordn oneé of the numer-
6us QGerman states. - There is thus a
long traditon of political association be-
tween Gérmany and Avsiria and the
rest of Southern Burope, and this tradi-
tion still reaswerts itself as a living force
in the European politics of to-day. It
might, therefore, have been expected that
the question of a united Germany and
‘Austria ‘would again agsume a position of
Jimportaiice.” And it hds done so. In
Austria, the National Assembly, which
met - in 1919, ‘desired to merge what waw
left of the country with the new Gerinan
Republie, and the attempt was renewed’

in 1920 and 1921, but the movement was

prompily vetoed by the allies. .
A_LbNG the Hie bf”fr’ontier readjust-
ment and treaty revision .it seems

that most can be ‘expecied by- those who
hope for a peaceful solution of this ser-
ious- prob]em of Austris’s faturé, . But
itds going to be a stupendous task T.}'pon
the reasonnble sohition of it the welfare
not ouly of particular nations but of the
whole World depends. The dreadful act by
which King Alexander of Yugoslavia and
others lost their liveg recently reveals
sométhing of the hates and passions that -
smoulder in that vegion, There is some- -
thing very wrong about the whole situa-
ition, and we may well hope that those .
“who have the job in hand. may soon find
the right line of advance.



