Friday, November 2, 1934,

was then every reason to app y a mvdest weekly swn
towards the improvement of toe programme service.
I it could give pleasure to friends or relatives living
ﬁ]} places where entertainment was 1ot easily obtain-
able there could be no license-holder'in the United
Kingdom who would.resent the allocation of an infini-

tesimal fraction of his annual ten shillings payment *v

this end. By July of last year the Empire programmes
had been strengthened, the timings adjusted, the
total hours of broadcasting increased from 10 to 144
Technical alterations were also undertaken designed
‘to enable large numbers of people to hear more trans-
missions thgn the one primartly designed fot them.
Just-what that first Christmas Day broadeast in
1932 meant to British people exiled from Englai
.t thg.t time of the year is told in the following letter
received by the B.B.C. from an Englishman. living
in the Federated Malay States —
‘ “We live in a small out-station, and bave no wireless,
i buta friend who was coming'to stay with us suggested
bringing his set. He arrived on Christinay Bve and we
vset 4 R0 foot bamboo pole in the ground for an aerial,
In view of the fact that we ave sturrounded by a positive
Torest of causavina trees of 60 to 80 feet in leight amd
that ‘ghev aerfal was, of netessity, a Heath Robinsen con-
traption _as‘w.e»ll as being very low, our friend wuas fur
from optimistic whout the wvesult. . ., We sat out on the
lawn with the sea only a few feet away,
alight with fireflies, and on the tops of the easuarinas the
bqul‘!pru Cross rested on.ils side. " At nine o'clock by
our tim.p tl}e programme begnn.  Of the theill it gave us
it-is qulte'l{lil)ossible to write, The mugnitnde of what
wils happening was beyond realisation. '

" process, but to hear the King speak as if e were ‘actually

+ - standing b_eside_ us here in gur tropical garden, and ro -
‘feel that his voice was being heard by ail his peoples all’

over -the world was ah experience which, I think, has
u"gx‘lte(l a p'erqepl’lbble, if ‘subtle ¢hange in all of us, . . .
After the National Anthem we went into our Christmas

dinrer; with the candle:lit tree, turkey, plum pudding -

and the carols coming to us through the open’ windows
from the. wireless outside, i was nob too diffienlt to

imagine that we were actaally -in” Buglung instead of

.?(?,‘00()_ mi]e.\' away. ' There must be hundreds, millions.
v‘;vlst like us,  and it must have been brought home to

~Ahem, as it was to us, that we are all banded togetlier,
however many thousands of miles we may -be apart, in
loyalty to, and faith in our King." ' '

" Although there is good reason to be satisfied with

the results achieved up to date, there are still parts
of the Empire, notably New Zealand, where matters
are by no means satistactory, Conditions are rarely
. consistent and reception varies from place to place
and} frgm season to season, but continual experiments
are being made at the transmitting end, and reports
_ from the difficult areas show that reception is defin-
i itely better than it was a year ago. Even now many

\ listeners " write -enthusiastically  from -all over the.

" Empire to the B.B.C. stating that reception is
sometimes so good that. Empire pro- - . ’
‘grammes ‘are as S

" Apart from individual offers of financial support

The gurden was.

~only be done gradually, sirice development towards

1 oo We were all-
5 ,pe()p](_a who have been through a variety. and number of
experiences and have lecome normally hardened iy the

" without reason, feel, that their interests
" should be considered. But the Empire

" (Continued on .
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clear as those transmit-

ted from their local stations. ! »
During the latter part -of ¢

1933 and the first half of the L

present year there has been -an in-

creasing tendency on the part of

readcasting organisations overseas to

relay the programmes transmitted from

the Empire station, and it is anticipated

that this practice will gréw. The primary

object of the Empire service, and one which

will never be overlooked, is to keep those who

are out of range of any local broadcasting sta-

tion (particularly dwellers in the Colonies and

Dependencies) .in touch with the home country.

Valuable ‘assistance has recently been given. by

certain Colonial Administrations, which have set

up wireless exchanges through which the Empire

programmes are being rediffused in urban centres.

there has been: recognition in some Colonies of -the
desirability,  where possible, of contributifig to ‘the
Empire service. But before any general contribution
from overseas towards Empire broadcasting can_ be
expected the B.B.C. feels it must demoustrate that
the shortwave service, which is already suctessful in -
many  places, is practicable everywhere. This can -

teclinical perfection must necessarily be stow if it is
to be sure.  Yet the fact that what has already been
done has been sufficiently appreciated in - certain
quarters to. result in the offer of financial assist-
ance reinforces the B.B.C. in its decision to pursue
steadily-its forward policy.” ) B

- When looking to the future there are two
further points which merit dttention.  First,
there are a.great many British residents 1
the ‘South American Continent who, not

had to be a first charge in the scheme for
British shortwave Dbroadcasting, and
technical limitations have to some
degree prevented inclusion with-
in the transmission area of cer-
tain Important tracts ol
country . inhabited by -
British subjects. Here
grammes are
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