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Bishop Cleary's Death

s et

' Broadcast of Requiem Mass

PR,

N Thursday, December 12, 1Y A car-
ried out a memorable broadesst,
when thousands of people,- Roman
Catholies and Protestants Ustened in
to ‘the solemn requiem mass at the
burial sérviee of the late Bighop
Cleary.
1t was a wonderfully impressive ser-
. vice, with splendid descriptions inter-
polated by the Rev. Father Folbrook.
.. Bvery listener could clearly follow the
" golemn ceremony. C

The Advance of Radio

Its Present-day Perfection

RADIO, in its many phases, is

“rapidly approaching perfection.
An interesfing review of its present-
day staté of advancement was recently
published by Dr. Fuiton Cutting; a well
known American authority on radio in
all its numerous fields. His views on
this ubject are given below i—

QO predict radio’s future with any
degree of assurance, it iy neces~
sary to review its history and carefully
serutinige the present trend, and even
then the prophet is apt to beé wrong.
Radio is a constant surprise in itself.
Subject to the imagination, reseavch
and effort of the scientific mind, its
ultimate limitations are not even sus-
pected to-day. We know what has
been and what is. but we do not know
how to-day’s dchievements may be
eclipged to-morrow.

The dynamic speaker. the screen-grid
valve, the new type of engineering
construction, the new development of
metallurgists and the amazing co-
ordination of many other elements and
factors have all brought about im.
* provements and advancey more rapidly

than was ever expected,. Radio has

made faster strides-in a shorter time
than huve ever been made in any other

industry. N

To-day, with power at-a high point,
tone at a fine degree of actuality,
beauty in keeping with the most luxuri-

ons of home appointmenty, value at a
_ price never before made possible, it is

easy to believe that radio :as reached
its final stage of development. Cer-
tainly it has achieved the point where
no one need longer wait for its future
offerings. I have no doubt that we
will witness many changes in radio
receivers as time goeg on, hut X do not
hesitafe to say that the purchaser of
to-day's radio will derive a good mea-
sure of satisfaction from it for geveral
years to come. '

Have you obtained your copy of the
“N.Z. Radie Listener’s Guide”?

Dealers and boéksellei‘s 2/6; Post Free
2/9--P.0. Box 1032, Wellington,

Available everywhere. -

An '_'Excitihg' "‘Oiztsz'd‘e"’» Broadcast

Great Success at a Concert

WI’l‘H the acceptance of the radio
s6t a8 an everyday means of
domestic entertainment, the listening
public are now,demanding the intro-
duction of mnew features Into pro-
grammes. In HEngland this require
ment is at present being supplied in
the form of surprise items and outside
brondeasts. The latter evnsivt of ve-
layed commentaries on important topi-
 cal happenings, and the success of these
broadcasts depends in no small measure
on the ingenuity and rvesource of the
enghieers in charge.
.In the following article, the Director
of the B.B.C’s Outside Broadeast De-

 partment gives an interesting insight

into some of the experiences and diffi-
culties encountered in conducting a
snecessiul relay.  As an illustration,
he gives 4 vivid description of the ef-
forts made by the engineers of the de-
partment to supply listeners with 2
ranning commentary on the return of
‘the newly-completed British airship, the
R101, from Ler maiden voyage.
WE do.not enjoy the luxury of work-
ing in studios with carefully ve-
gulated acoustics in which lines lead
from permanently adjusted microphones
direct to the control room. Ours the
task ¢f collecting programmes from
the four cormers of the couniry; our
microphones are slung as best they
may be in the roofs of cathedrals, the
tops of mountaing, at the bottom of
coal pits, on launches bobbing about
the river, even {(4s on one oceasion)
in the cabins of aeroplanes in flight;
“trunk lines” to the control room are
such as the post office can manage to
glve uy, often at very short notice; we
work on strange-territory, under con-
ditions where the B.B.C. generally has
to take second place. But we do see
life, .

One of our greatest problems is that
of how best to convey “atmosphere.”
"Phe Dackground of incidental sound is
often 4 very important part of in out-
side broadeast; it, so to speak, “places”
the programme and stamps it as the
genuine article.  The microphone is
2 temperamental creature; one can
never be sure exactly what sounds it
is going to pick up. Buf even when
it has done its work-—and we, through
our head-phones at the “coptrol point,”
¢an hear each sound perfectly—we are
a long way off final success, for be-
tween us and the listener are the tele-
phone lines to Bavoy Hill (and thence
to the London, Daventry, and other
transmitters), which may play us false.
fhig is no place for a techuical.dis-
quisition ; let it suffice to say that for
relaying purposes a telephone line must
have a certain mipinium range of fre-
quencies, must be balanced, and not
noisy,

ONE of our most trying esperiences
‘was in connhection with the recent
commentary on the return of the R101
to Cardington. 'The organisation of
this broadcast—a very detailed and
complicited business—had been coth-
pleted before the airghip had left her
shed on the previous Saturday.
What a day! To begin with, the
1ft which runs to the top of the 170ft.
mooring mast, overcome, perhaps, by
the importance of the occasion, decid-

An Insight zfn'té a B.B.C. Relay )

ed to burn out & coil 4t the very mom-
ent when we were about-to. remount
the tower for our final tést over the
{ines to London. 'The airghip could
be seen hoveripg in the air a few miley
to the south. Squadron-Leader Hel-
more (the commentator), the engineers
and myself had to sprint up 170 feet
of spiral staircase!

It was three o’clock——the time at
which our lines¥ to London was sup-
posed to “come through,” The airship
was planned to arrive at 4 pam.  Both
1 o'clock and the R.I01 drew nearer,
but our lne had as yet not come
through, At last we were connected,
put the line was so unsatisfactorily
“nofyy” that we had to abandon all
idea of using it. - As always, we had 2
pair of lines at our disposal, a “pro-
gramme line” “and a “control line”
(through which our engineers can talk
to headquarters during the actual re-
lay). When the airship arrived we
had 1o use the control line for the
commentary, which meant that until
the end of the broadeast we were en-
tirely cut off from London except via
the microphone, which, of coutse,
could not be used for liaison work.

That lne was a traitor of the deep-
est dye. 1t obstinately refused to
carry all those “atmospheric” sounds
which we had reckoned would make
such an expressive background. Eveun
the words of the commentary were dis-
torted and, at morments, lost alto-
gether. The whole of our plan for the
relay wag rendered useless.
intended the sounds around the moor-
ing:tower to tell their own story-—the
shouts of the officer in charge of the
landing party, the whirr of the electrie

winch winding in theé airship om its.

eable, the roar of the engines, etc.
As it was, the interval had to be

“filled up, on the spur of the moment,

with semi-technieal talk until Major
Scott, emerging from the airsbhip (it
has a mounth which opens like 2
shark’s), eonld come and give his ac-
count of the trial. We are, through
experience, steeled to most situations
—but in thig hour of crisis, with the
relay going out to the whole Empire,
I was in a cold perspiration, while Hel-
more, pacing to and fro like a cagei
lion; was a pathetice sight. However,
at the critical moment Major Scott ap-
peared and immediately commenced
hix accoupt of airghip’s maiden voy-
age, We were sived!

Radiovision in England

\HE Baird radiovision broadeasts
are now in full swing in Bngland.
They are not zecompanied by speech
or music, becange one wavelength onty
is available for radiovigion irans-
missions at the time., Later on, if the
experiments are a success and the
public show a keenness to receive
radiovision pictures, the B.B.C. may,
when the twin wavelength station at
Brookman’s Park is ready, grant the
Baird people facilities for the use of a
separate wavelength, so that radio-

viglon can be accompanied by speech .

and musie, s

We had -

1Y A Artists

A CORRESPONDENT hag kindly for-

: warded ug a clipping from the
Thames “Star” with the published ve-

port of & very successful eoncert at.
which ‘all the performers, except the.

instrumentalists Kirby and Williams,
were regular contributors from Station

1YA, The point about this particular-

eoncert which v worthy of emphasid
is that those organising the concert spe-

olally areanged for the services of those.

artisty who .regularly perform from
1YA. This policy was so guccessful that
the hall was thronged at 8/~ and 2/-'a
head to hear the same performers who
are available nightly at 30/- & year, ov
approximately 1d. and a fraction per
night. :

This incident has 1t lesson in its
demonstration of the popularity of YA
artists and the publicity value of their
performances. over the air. It shows
that people ave glad to see in the flesh
and hear directly the artists who have
established themselves as worthy per-
formers on the air. The same ex-
perience ig available at other YA sta-
tions, where #itists who have establish-
ed themselves ay popular performers
over the air are much sought after as
performers at local concerts. Another
roflection which is promptéd Is that
thig experience discounts very maykedly
1 . complaints made pometimes concern-
ing the programmes, The programines
and performers can’t be quite so bad
when a diseriminating public is pre-
pared to pay good round figures in golid
cash to hear what radio lsteners hear
for their small fee.
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—she thinkg he’s wonderful
duiing the evening programme
‘—but when it comes to baking
she’d sooner have a tin of
ANCHOR SKIM MILK POW-

DER on the shelf than the

finest radio going, A few

spoonfuls added to every riix-
ing means morve delicious
scones and  eakes — higher
food value—and a freshness
that lasts for DAYS,

Just try it yourself. Ask your.

. grocer for ANCHOR SKIM
L MILK POWD;ER. Price 1/2
. tin,

For Freo Folder of Tested Redipes, weite
NOW to “Amnchor,” Hox 844, Auckiand.
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