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Farewell to New Zealand
‘THE Hon. T.;M. Wilford, High Com:missioner fé6r New Zealand, priorto sailing for London on Saturday last,
bade farewell to the. Dominion from2YA. His remarks were relayed by3YA, éMr. Wilford said he wished to thankthe Broadcasting Company for givinghim the wnique opportunity of saying
goodbye to his many friends in Newt
Zealand, He felt it was fitting after
his thirty years’ connection with Par
AMjementary

life in this country that he
should make a few remarks before he
left. :"I am delighted to be going,
naturally, because *I am achieving theambition of niy"life," he said, "and noman can ask more than that. On the
other hand, I am full of regrets at
leaving what I feel to be the most beautiful country in the world." His -work-in thé Hutt’ constituency had beenarduous at times, but it had been alabour of-love. In the last year he had
been absent from--Wellington only 18
days, so that he would welcome the
voyage to Bnglind, ’

"In' relinquishing my portfolio of De
fence I am satisfied that the. heads ofthis department are men of whom this
, country should .be proud," continued_ Mr. Wilford.. "Capable, loyal and ex
perienced, I have received wonderful
"assistance from ‘them, while the wise
counsel I have received from my secretary (Mr. Dixon) has made my taska light one." ..In going on ‘to deal with aviation,Mr. Wilford drew ‘attention to thegrowth in number of leading newspaperarticles that were now written on the
subject as compared with a few years
ago, and: said the personal interest he
had taken in that important development had in many cases communicateditself to others... "I believe the futurewill show that the skyways will largely
be the highways’ of this country," he
. stated. o
"T hope any companies that are form
ed to develop commercial aviation willhave as their watchword ‘Safety and
Service’," he went on. "We have as£ material for the making of airmeney there are .nywhere. The youngNew Zealander has resource, indenen
dence and quick initiative, ar’ thesethree attributes make for successfulpilots.
"Let each one: hitch his Wagon to astar," said Mr: Wilford, in giving a
message to young New Zealand. "Bythat I mean;:have some objective inlife. Strive for some achievement, re-
membering there is always room at the
top. Take trouble with little things."
Mr. Wilford returned thanks for all
the good wishes that had been givenhim. He would;.endeavour to deserve
the appreciations and hoped that whenhe returned :to New Zealand there
would be "something accomplished,
something done’* ~-

‘ Mrs. Wilford also spoke briefly. Shefarewelled her friends and said she
would look forward. to the time when
she would return:to the Dominion.
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Handel's "Messiah" fortheXmas
Sedson

Broadcast Arranged by 1YA, 2YA
©and 3YA 7

é

THE first broadcasts ushering in the Christmas season of 1929 will take° pluce next week, when there will be presentations. in studio and: byrelay, of Handel’s "Messiah." In all, there will be three broadcasts of thisnoble work. woos me gt

On Sunday evening, December 15, 2YA is relaying from Lower Hutt theMethodist Church choir’s rendition of "Messiah." On Tuesday evening it‘will be performed by the 1¥A Broadcasting Choir under Mr. Len Barnes.On Wednesday evening the Christchurch Royal Musical Society is giving a
public performance in the Civic Theatre, and a relay by 3YA will be carried.out. In every instance first-class soloists have been engaged, and listenerswho appreciate oratorio may look forward to very enjoyable performances. .

A VERY interesting story is associated with Handel and."Messiah." "I_ did think I did’ séé all Heaven before me, and the great God himself !"-cried Handel when he had written the last notes of the "Hallelujah" chorus,thus. completing the second*part of "Messiah." Nearly two centuries afterits composition it is generally regarded as Handel’s supreme achievement,and one of the greatest musical works in existence.
When Handel set himself in the autumn of 1741. at the age of fifty-six, to

‘compose "Messiah," he was under a cloud of misfortune and bitter disappoint-ment which must have overwhelmed any but the stoutest spirit. His last
two operas had failed, largely, so we are told, through the plots of his oppon-
ents. In those days music was taken seriously, almost as seriously as foot-ball is now, and feeling between rival factions ran high. It is believed that
Handel’s opponents even engaged hired ruffians to prevent people reachingthe theatre where his operas were being given. He was in anything but good:
health; his eyesight was beginning to fail him, and he was almost penniless.He shut himself in his house (he was living at Brook Street), and, seeingno one, hardly stopped even to touch the food which his faithful man broughtto his room, he set himself to the composition of "Messiah" with such whole-
hearted zeal that the work was completed in little more than three weeks.But he had no prospect ofan immediate performance of it, and it was simply ©

laid aside for the time béing. "In November of the same year, the Lora Lieu-tenant of Ireland, the Duke of Devonshire, and the presidents of three bigcharitable societies, invited him to Dublin to organise concerts of his ownmusic on behalf of the charities theyshad at heart. One was the provisionof food for prisoners.,.. It was at one of these concerts that "Messiah" hadits first performance, in April, 1742. The singers also went over from this
country, Mrs. Cibber,’the-actress, being the contralto. The oratorio had amagnificent success, and it was repeated in the following June. So greatwas the crowd at the first performance that ladies of the audience were askedto come without hoops, and men without swords. When the work was firstgiven in English, in the early part of 1748, at Covent Garden Theatre, it waspractically a failure, although "Samson." given at eight performances justbefore then, had been a triumphant success, Only when it was performedby the Foundling Hospital;-in 1750, did it win its way to the hearts. of Lon-
doners,
and since then it is safe to say it has been the most popular of allratorios. .

For a long time it was believed that the text for the oratorio had been
arranged from Scripture for Handel by Charles Jennens, who was responsiblefor the libretti of a.number of the other works, both sacred and secular..From recent researches. by:Mr. Newman Flower, however, it appears that thework was actually done by: an. assistant of Jennens, of the name of Poole. °Itis certainly done with taste and discrimination, and is no doubt partly re-sponsible for the fact that "‘Messiah" is more shapely and consistent in designthan any of Handel’s other: big sacred. works. The different parts of it leadone to another, with something of that inevitable significance which belongsto good drama, and the-chorus takes its place in building up the effect in a
yang way that does a.good deal to enhance the power and menning of thestory. , . ’

The Holiday Season
Talks on Motoring

VeERY interesting talks, ‘of great
value to motorists:stito will be

frequenting the roads during the ‘holi-
day season are now being given by Mr.

R. KE. Champtaloup, touring manager
of the Auckland Automobile Associa-
tion. Mr. Champtaloup speaks from
1YA and the text of his lectures is
also read from 2YA. He has already
broadcast .talks on new motor routesin out-of-the-way places in the North
Island and on Thursday, December 19,
he will describe "Road Conditions.far ’Christmas Tonring." The information
broadcast will be right up "to "ihe.minute

Talks to Farmers

ALA's’ ‘Splendid Service
HE newlyappointed 4YA Primary
Productions Committee has pre-

pared a comprehensive schedule of
talks over a period of four months.
Some of these lectures have alreadybeen given, The complete list of talksis as follows:- >

1929.
November 27: "The Development of

_
Agriculture’ in the South.’--Mr. R, -B.
Tennent, Field Superintendent, Depart-ment of Agriculture.
December 4; "Review of PrincipalArticles in ‘Journal of Agriculture’.’-
we
L. W. McCaskill, Dunedin ‘Train-
g. College. |11: "Hogget Mortality,."-Mr. D, Marshall, Waianiwa.
December 18: "The Farm -Garden."
--Mr. F. Hollingsworth, c/o Secretary,
Hospital and Charitable Aid

Board,Dunedin.
1930.

January 8: "Review of Principal
’ Articles iy ‘Journal of Agriculture’."-Mr. L.. W. McCaskill, Dunedin Train-
ing College. . ;

January 15: "Frost Control in
Orchards."-Mr W. K. Dallas, Fruit
Instructor, Department of Agriculture.
January 22: "The Management of
the Corriedale."-Mr. J. A. Johnstone,
c/o Wright Stephenson and Co., Ltd.,
Dunedin.
January 29: "Distemper in Dogs,"-
Mr. (, V. Dayus, District. Superintend-
ent, Department of Agriculture, Duu-edin,
February, 5. "Review of PrincipalArticles in‘ ‘Journal of Agriculture’."-Mr. L. W. McCaskill, Dunedin Train-
ing College. .
February 12: "Lhe Principles of Ro-
tational Grazing."-Mr, R. B. Tennent,
Field. Superintendent, Department of
Agricuiture. ;
February 19: "Farmers’ Organisa-
tious and Their Work.’-Mr. §S. P.
Cameron. Secretary, Otago Provincial
Branch New Zealand Farmers’ Union.
February 26: "Management of Sheep
on Hill Country."-Mr,. Jas. Begz,
Chairman Board of Agriculture.
March 5:° "Review of Principal
Articles in ‘Journal of Agriculture’."
-Mr. L. W. McCaskill, Dunedin Train-
ing College. . ;

March 12: "Trees for Shelter."-Mr.
LD. Taunock, Reserves Superintendent,
Dunedin.March 19: "The Marketing Condi-
tions of the Farm."-Dr. A. G. B,
Fisher, Professor in Economics, Otago
University.
March 26: "Hydatid Disease."-Dr.
Cc. i. Hereus, Otago Medical School.
April 2: "Review of Principal
Articles in ‘Journal of, Agriculture’.-Mr. L. W. McCaskill, Dunedin Train-
ing College.
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