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' Beam Wzreless

’ -._Pd*o:zfl of .Value.
HE vahxe of Benm wu'eless in mi un-
n -taining commumcatmn was ntnk-
ingly exemphﬁed in ‘the past week by
. the ‘occurrences following on the large
seale bréak in the Atlantic cables by
the severe earthquake experienced
near the coast of Newfoundland, "This

shock had the unexpeeted result of
breaking some 13 cables of the num-

ber which stretch ‘across the Atlantic

Ocean, . Their repair will. necessarily
take some txme and. will cost upwards
of £100,000. . Under ordinm'y ‘condi-
tions, sthe 1oss . of 13 “cables would have
AmPMed a very severe con estion itpon
the remammg nymper,. and have held
up business and private communiea-
tions between ‘America .'and Eurepe
_very considerably. -Fortunately. the
- Beam service was available, and :prov-

ed -itself fully able to meet ‘all de.

“mands, avoidmg any congestlon “So
satisfaetory and rémarkable was ‘thix
service that comment was made upon
it in the. British. House. of Commons,

The British Postmaster-General, in. a .

subqequant debate on * broadecasting
matters and wireless « comnpiunication
methods, stated  that the " Trans:

Atlanrlc wireless telephone service way -

steadily progressing. "Very shortly it
was proposed to introduce another long-

wave and another short-wave channel °
of communication, which’ Would make -

alfogether five ehanneh in operatlon

from the Rughy: wireless telephone sta--

tion. 'The yolume of business thus be-
ing transacted was. providing a. .very
- satisfactory revenue, and this would
lead to 2 re(‘onslderatlon of the fees in
- the near future

Experiments in the way of telophonu-
communication between Australia and
. London have beeu in operation for
some time past, and have reached a
high degree of efficiency., The Beam
service beiween Australia and London
is also operating at full pressure, and
has had a marked effect in reducing the
cost of communication between the
Antipodes and the heart of the Empire
The volume of traffic being secured by
the Beam service is remarkable, as is
also ifts ‘service in ‘facilitating com-
minication and permitting more ex:

tensige and ready business negotiations
ﬂmrihm hitherto been possible. So
Tar 2w Zealand has not benefited by

the- Beam service. except ‘in a very
minor degree. - That position is - not

likely to endure without pretest very

much longéer. Complications of course
exist in connection with the cable ser-
vice, but in view of the rapid advances
being made in other palts of the
world by the Beam service, and thelr-
effects in facllitating communication.
2 demand is likely to spring up before
very long for an extension of the facils

itf to New leqlqu
QN  the shelf boFL‘ every Radlo
Listener ahould be found the
R\ADIO LISTENERS’
. GUIDE
AN INDISPENSABLE" WORK.

PRl("F 2/6 from Booklellen, ‘or
2/9 Posted. :
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AN Amencan paper, the “Oakland'

Tribune,”- - vecently : -conducted. :a
qnestmnnaue, with the object + ‘of .ascexr-
taining the,views of radio listeners.on
a number of .subjects, Cirenlars’ were
sent to 35,000 individuals by. the -Com-
monwealth Club of California. -The re-
c1p1ents comprised' housewives, . busi-
ness’ -men, shop workers, editors,..and
clubmep, - The. response totalled, 4000,
and these have-been surimarised by te
JDurnal concerned with rather interest-:
ing results. Hundreds of listeners pro-.
fessed saturntion with jazz. Hundreds.

. more evinced a’decided. preferen'ce for
male smgers, as..compared - with the

lllllllllIIl[lllllllllllﬂIlllll!iil!llllllllllllll

MRS. LEO NARD CRONIN "'
. . Soprame at 1YA. .. . ...
—&%: P.. Andrew, photo.

lllllill!ill!IllIIIIllllllllllIllllllllllllllllllllll

feninine ‘voide,  Others urged ‘a ‘stroug
censorship in the' I’I].ngclmmEb A Snn-
listeners Is. of decided 'mt'erest to. New
Zeslardeis. <The ‘paper- - sAYSI “Pat”
peeves of. those, who tine in each ‘day
are many and. varied. T.‘uey inelude
compiaints as to -too many. .. stations,
medigere programmes, - obseenity and’
smif, women anhouncers, t6o much ad-
vertising,; high :cost of. sets,.and too<
much preaching.”

home of the objections Ilsted abovn
will, we think, conie as & surpiise’ to
New, Zealand listeners. .A . deshe was
.expressed for more educational -talks,
radio’ talks, classzeal and semi-classieal
music, less jazz, and the elimination of
talking . and - tiresome announcing,
Seven out of ten adulfs confessed. that
they were ‘getting a t’urrll out of 'the’
children’s - hour:

One of  the questions submnted fo
listeners was how an ideal radio ser-
vice -could be best financed without.
advernsmg, which, as fisteners know,
is the mainspring of - the American
radio service. The suggestions made
included a: tax oo radio mapufacturers

" .or on Set- owners, a. Government sub-

sidy, the provision of. radio chibs;. s16t
machine sefs, voluntary Lontmbutlons,
pnihnfhropical subsidies, tax on
’phone hﬂis, rmlroad~tickets or street

car tL‘&nSf61b, and a. tax on sports ‘and
amusenent:gate receipts. . | -

These - suggestions are agam ot
interest  in. - New Zealand, listeners
as showmg the feelmg of. listeners
that | ‘some. alternative should be
devised to ‘the radio- service . bemg
absolutely dependent upon . revenue
derived from adyertising  service
for its maintenance. Our own feeling
on this matter is that the interests of
listeners are of paramount importance
in the radie service, and that being so,
that means should be adopted for fin-
ancing o service which is best calew
lated to.preserve unimpaired those in-
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tecting the interests of listeners is for
- the listener to be directly responsible
for the revenue gide of the radio ser-
viece. Under those conditions those op~
erating the service will necessarily
mould ‘the whole quality and type of
the programme and the ¢onduct of the
stations, alon% lines ecalenlated . to
appeal to the listeners themselves, and
‘to induce the greatest possible number
of listeners to patrounise the gervice.
Thus the fullest measure of independ-
ence and satisfactory .service seems to
be assured by the system” plevaﬂmg in
New Zealand, where .those paying for
the service are the’ listeners, and they
in then' ‘numbers really dictate the
eharvacter of the service provided; for
it is only 28 a service is provided cal-
culated to ~appeal- to- the - greatest
possible number of listeners for . the
greatest possible length -of time that
satisfaction will bhe gn en aud good
programmes maintained.

8 bearing on the foregoing and the

suggestion that powerful adver-,
tisers necessarily.” in’ their own in-
terests, seek to exercise ptressure upon
radio programmes, we note from a re-
cent issuye of “Hditor and Publisher”
that a.conference was recently held in
America between thirty advertising
managers who use radio advertising.

B8 Their complaint was that, when they
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terests. - There are three major ways
by. which a radio service can be eco-
nomically ﬁmm(.e(l First, by vevenue
derived from the listeners themselves;
secondly, by revenue derived from the
sale. of "advertising over the air;
thirdly, by a Government subsidy. If
the methods of finance -were to ‘in.
clude either- the provision of revenue

from the sale of advertising time or-

a Government subgidy, then immedi-
ately a factor would be introduced
whieh would establish conflict with the
interests, of listeners.  The firm paying
for ‘advertising time would naturally
expect an effectlve qguid pro quo for
its cash - payment. "Those interests

would, therefore, immediately confiict:
-with those of the listener.

‘ The own-
ers of the broadcasting station deviving
revenue from advertising would meces-

- sarily - have to. model their policy to
‘accord, in greater or less degree, with

the w1shes of the advertiser.” In that
conflict the interests of the - listener
would necesgarily take second place,
Similarly, if a bro’adcasting service

‘were to be maintained in whole or part

by Government subsidy, then the auth-
orities’ dxspensmv that subsidy would

‘necessarlly exercise an influence upon

the character of the service given to
listeners.. We therefore come hack to
the pomt tha.t the best means: of px;o-

4 able to secure complete coverage,

cause some local station included In
| ilie chain ‘was unable to “deliver the
§ goods” in eonnection with a national

# advertiser with a pull”
g advertising managers said: “There is’

‘ in the buying of radio time,

B purchaged a network of radio stations,

they sometimes found they were un-
be-

advertising campdign, by reason of-
having to switeh the time to “a local
One of the

too much politics and too Httle science
We are
going to request that the national

§ chaing ‘weld their stations into a com-

pact mational advertizing medimm,

¥ which will be delivered according to
i the terms of the . contract,”

just as
printed advertising is\delivered. When
this is done we can merchandise our
programmes in-advance and carry them
out on schedule” - This is admirable
from the point of view of the adver-
tiser who is paying the price, and to it
no exception ¢an bhe taken as a means
of gmelf-defence. , We quote the pas-

sage, howevel. to emphdusc the point
that once a radio service relies upon
advertising money for its support, then
the advertiser
the publie.

calls the tune, and not

The Government
Tourist Dept’s.

SBQOkin-g' System

Considered by Experts .
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World
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