
Radio Broadcasting Service Reviewed
Some Interesting ObservationsT the conclusion of the Christ-

church Radio Olympia, Mr.
L. B. Seott, chairman of the
Hxhibition Committee, was
interviewed by a "Sun" re-

. porter. Mr. Scott had
"sor-2 .very interesting .ob-=) servations to make concern-

ing broadcasting. :

"The radio show," said Mr. Scott,
"has. ereated more interest than it was
thought it would. The public that
went to see it has recognised that radio
is established, and that even thoughits members may not have sets to-day,
they will have them later. Changes
in radio. development have been taking
plage so gradually that they have al-
ost beeh imperceptible. New Zealand
now has not only ‘the best artists ob-
tainable for the stations-and thoseartists available are the best, although
they have certain imperfections which
the eritics like to write to the papers

about-but also behind. the Radio
Broadcasting Company there is a very
powerful organisation, not only of the
ehbmpany, but of a number of commit-
téés consisting of men and women
interested in the particular subject.
"For instance, there is a committee
to deal with the children’s sessions con-
sisting of representatives of the various
‘associations concerned in child wel-
fare.
, ‘Similarly, the Radio Broadcasting
Company has the advantage of a com-
mittee of representative musical inter-
ests, and the public can rest assured
that if the musical authorities of the
city consider the types of programmes
suitable, it is not for some person with
no knowledge of the public demand to
set himself up as an authority.
"During the exhibition the children’s

Sessions have been a revelation to the
public, Not only are the dialogues and
stories, ete:, attached to the juvenile
mind, but also there is a wonderful
wealth of artistry displayed that wouldgrace any stage.
"Ag an educational force radio must
exceed any other form of instruction,
because there is the personal appeal in
in that the performer is speaking
directly to the listener. .

"(NANTERBURY!
. has lagged be-
hind Auckland and
Wellington in radio,
and it is hard to un-
derstand the reason
for this, particular-
ly in, view of the
fact that at one
time Christchurch
was better catered
for than the North
island.
"One would think
us a natural. infer-
nee that the man
0 the land, cut off
vom many of. the
jleasures of city
ife, would eagerly
eize on i radio.ften speakers have
‘mphasised the
uonotonous life of
‘arm workers who
annot attend the
Jlaces ‘of amuse--
ment the same as
their town fellows.
Yet we do not find
them eager to make
up the defic?. by in-
stalling radio, andit is possible to get
a set at a very
moderate figure to
fulfil their require-
ments.
"To the farmer
himself there is a
direct benefit in be-
ing in touch with
markets as well as
gaining the broad-
ening effect from
contact with affairs
of the outside
world.
"Tnnumerable ' in-
stances can be quot-
ed of .the use of
waeathar ranortc«.
especially

_at harvest and shearing
times, -and intelligent use of these ac-
curate reports-and they are accurate-would not only save labour and
money, but also a great deal of annoy-
ance.

JITH regard to the sets themselves,
so much has been written about

Oscillations, frequencies, and other
funny expressions, that many peoplewill have been misled into thinking
that technical knowledge is necessary
.to operate a radio set. This is farfrom being the case, for the modern
receiver is no more difficult to operate
than many other articles of everyday
domestic use. Oertainly the ‘innards’

are complicated, and require a capable
man to repair them if trouble arises,
but the modern set of to-day is reliable.
In fact, we have to-day practically
trouble-free listening-in."The workings of the totalisator are
most probably highly complex, but
one wishing to chase that elusive big
dividend is not concerned with whe-
ther the totalisator is worked by elec-
tricity or by hand, but solely with the

method of investing
with hopes of a
profit. There is a
difference between
the totalisator and
radio in that you
purchase a £1 or
10/- ticket, and
later on have. the
doubtful pleasure of
tearing it up (as a
rule), Whereas
radio pays a divi-
dend every time.
"Motor-cars have
brought forcibly to
the notice the ques-
tion of upkeep in
purchasing any .ar-
ticle, and it is here
that radio is unique.
There is no form of
amusement, irre-
spective of quantity
and quality, which
ean be ovtained at
an outlay at all
comparable.
"Wor each lis-
tener-in the cost an
hour works out at
a very small frac-
tion of a penny.
"Tt is a regret-
table fact that only
adverse criticisms
of the broadcasting
programmes comefram tha ninihlie
notice, there "being
a singular lack of
appreciation of the
innumerable excel-
lent broadcasting
features. The pub-
lie takes too many
of these as merely
a matter of course.
The mid-day wea-
ther reports were
undoubtedly of very:
great service to the

farming community, and yet the far-
mers’ organisations and the farmers
themselves expressed no gratitude to
Dr. BE. Kidson,; who put himself to
personal inconvenience, and to the
Broadcasting Company, for their ef-
forts.
"Tf the listening-in public cannot
look after its own interests and express
appreciation of the efforts being made
to give it service, it has only itself to
blame if some of these benefits which
meet with unanimous approval and
are of service to certain sections of the
community, are lost.
"The Broadcasting Company, being
in ignorance’ of what the listeners

think of various services, has to grope
blindly towards the light."

A "SUN" reporter asked Mr. Barrisif he had any comment to make
on Mr. Scott’s observations, particu-
larly. in regard to his remark -with re-
ference to the number of radio licenses
in Canterbury. Mr. Harris: put the
matter in a different light. He’ said
that he had read with very. great in-
terest and appreciation the statementof Mr. Scott in "The Sun." Mr. Scott’s
prominent association with the radio
world entitled his opinion'to very seri-
ous consideration, arid there could be
no doubt that much that he had said
would prove an inspiration to the
people of the Canterbury district, more
particularly to those who had not yet
availed themselves of the broadcasting
service. In stating, however, that
Canterbury had lagged behind Auck-
land and Wellington in radio, Mr. Scott

had no doubt misinterpreted what
migh tbe termed the bulk figures for
each province, or rather postal dis-
trict.
These figures did not give a true in-
dication of the position. An. exam-
ination of the service range of the
radio stations in- each of the main
centrés, as compared with the size of
the license districts concerned, showed
that the licenses allocated to any par-
ticular district could not be taken as
the service value of its station and
could not be accepted as an indication
of its particular popularity. It was.
not practicable to estimate the service
value of the respective stations, be-
cause of the unknown factors surround-
ing a broadcast transmission after it
left the aerial system. One method of
comparison, however, was to take the
percentage of licenses to the’ popula-
tion of the postal districts to which.
licenses were allocated. These figures
had’ been taken out, and they showed:
that, contrary to. the general opinion,
the Canterbury district led Auckland,
with Wellington holding first place, be
cause, no doubt, of its having -a-mos@

MISS MAISIE CARTE-LLOYD,
One of Auckland's foremost elocutionsts
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MISS PHYLLIS HAZELL
A leading Auckland contralto.
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MISS MADGE CLAGUE
An English contralto, and a very
popular artist at 1YA.
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