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; HI} sixth, and by far the most
Y interesting and comprehen-
sive, radio exhibition in Eng-
land was held recently at
Olympia. “If it’s Radio, it's
Olympla,” was one of the
T snapny slogans wsed by the
? lunglish Radio ’\[mmfuc'
turers’ Associatiom, and from all
accounts it is evident that. for once
a slogan can be tabloid truth, As year
by year the Radio Exhibitions suc-
ceed one another, it is noticeable that
egqeh - exhibifion. has some outstanding
feafure which perbaps may be termed
2-phase In development, I'or example,
last year might well have been known
as @ sereen-grid valve yeay, and the
show  precading that undoubtedly
served to emphasise the popularity of
the moving coil loud-spealker,

It now seems evident that tHe mod-
ern trend in deslgn of broadeast re-
“Eelving apparatus is “all elegtric” sets,
Next in order of importance ecomes
the portable  sef,. the  design
and performance of which have beb,n
improved immensely since last yeur's
exhibition,

Features of Olympia,

Throughout the entire exhibition, a
carefully toned colour scheme in blue
and gold was employed, Twenty-five
small theatres were housed under the
* Olympia roof, each sound-proofed from
the others. These halls were for the
purposes of receiving set demonstra-
tiom, and it is the first time that such
facilities providing . for individual
demonstrations, without fear of inter-
ference, bave been available. To sup-
ply the'se halls, a speclally construeted
receiver and amplifier was installed,
by means of which programmes were
received and passed to egach of the
miniature theatres.

- The main feature of the R.B.C, ex-
‘hibit this year comprised a model

«distant listener.
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The Latest i Radio

HE Mecca of English radio enthus:asts, for six years, has
‘been the annual exhibition at Olympia. Each successive
year sees new developments and these are invariably fore-

shadowed at Olympia.

The greatest of exhibitions has just

concluded and it has revealed the simple A. C recn:ver, the

dynamic speaker, and the poriable,

diorama. depicting the course taken by
a typical programme from the micro-
phone to the receiving aerial of the
A model of the
latest type of bhroadeasting sindio was
also exhibited.

Considerable interest was taken in
the demonstrations of  radiovision
which took place in a small bhuilding
adjoining Olympia. The visitor was
enabled to see, not only the radiovised
fmages on the screen of the cahinet,
but also the fransmitter at work and
the studio. in which the radiovised per-
tformances were given. The trans
mitted pletures are reported to have
than
they were on the occasion of last
year’s exhibition.

The main characteristies of this
year’s exhibition at Olympia were the
“all-electric” or mains operated ve-
ceivers an€d both the electric and com-
bined radio gramophones. In the case
of the former, it is noticeable that not
only that morve firms are produeing this
class of set, but the mnodels shown
range from the modest but highly effi-
cient two-valve set to the more luxuri-
ous flve-valve. sets, the priees being
reasonable. Screen-grid
valves are emploved in practically all
of the modern multi-valve sets, with,
in some eases, 2 choice of super-power
or pentode valve in the output stage.

Many elimingtors that wiil ennble leis
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- celver, which iy completely

up-to-date receivers to work from the
electrie supply mains were displayed.

The huwmble crystal set, once so
popular, has now almost disappeared
in Fngland, and only one firm exhibifed
this type of receiver,

Among the mare novel features dis-
played was g set which could he car-
ried about iu a car. and operated from
the dash-board., Anothier was worked
by a dial resembling that of an autn-
matie telephone, The required num-
ber. is ‘dinled, and, it is claimed, the
station eonnected to it is heard,

On the whole the general fendency
in present-day receiver manufaciurs
in Bngland {s towards fewer yvalves
and more efficient sets. The almost
camplete abgence of American-Manufic
tared 1eceivers at the exhibition was
noticeable. This is probably begause
these sets are not adaptable to the
conditions of wide wave-.range which
exist in Englamd. Also, for the same

reason, the one-dial controlled sets are

not yet s¢ popular in England.

_ Grama-Radio and Portables.
ANOTHFR marked development of
. the year has been the extension

of radio gramophones and the perfect-
ing of fiternal appliances and simpli-
fieation of contrel, Combined radie-
gramophone sets which ave operated
entirely from the maing, were dis
played by many exhibitors, (onslder
able improvement was noticeable in
constraetion  of  the
“pick-up” and tone avm, It is reported
that several ingenious devices took the
place of the old familiar tope-arm in
the various instruments on view.

Probably the greatest development
shown by the radie industry this yewr
is in regard to portables, nearly two
hundred types of which were shown.

" Four-valve sets appeared to be in the

majority, the cirenit including one, and
oceasionally  two, screen-grid valves
with a pentode in the ounfput stage.

On thelr first infroduction there sets
were designeid chiefly for outdoor use,
and were put up In large-sized dinpateh
cases, but as they have hecome even
more popular in the home the manu-
facturers are providing them with
wooden eabinets, which, as well as he-
ing light enough to earry, have a very
handsome appearance, .

Many of these sets are entively
mains-operated, and as sueh are knowy
as transportables.  This type of re-
self-eon-
tamed appears to be increasingly popn-
lar in England, Despite the fact thaf
only a frome antenna is used, the efii-
cieney of modern valves aml ecirendfs
results in o very satisfpefory runge of
reception. -

Loudspeakers, -

HIS year, as never before the loud-

~ - spenkers have come into their own,
and many and varied models were on -
display. The types exhibited inclnded
moving-coil spenkers, shown in chassts
form and mounted both on baffle-
bourds and in cabinets; ordinary cone

instrumoents in. various: mountings and :

driven by various types of reed and
balanced armature units; lnen dia-

" phrogm loudspeakers of all dimensions

also actunted by a variety of dvive
units, and several ~examples of ex-
ponential horn speakers, With a few
exceptions, it seems as though the old
horn-type speaker has disappeared,
One company exhibits as ome of i\

novelties a new moving-coil loudspeaker -

which is said to give an improved bal-
ahee to fone and a greater sensitivity,

While it is cerfalnly true that each
succeeding yenr sees a greiter propor-
tion of the exhibits clearly intended to
interest the pon-technical Hstener,
there was, nevertheless, mmnch exhibit-
ed at Olympia to appeal to the home-
constructor, The “kit" idea, which in-
volves the supply of all fhe necessary
components, is rapidly growing in fav-
our among manufacturers, and the
‘plan has been extended to include vari-
ous types of loudspeakers and power-
supply units.

The conversion of an ordinary
gramophone to an electrie-reproduetion
model or the combining of gramoplione
mechanism with a wireless receiving
set also offers great scope to fthe en-
thusiastic home-constructor.
ponents required, sach as the pick-up
and ecarrvier, the electrically-driven
turntable, moving-coil  loudspeaker -

‘parts, ete, were all exhibited in vari-

ety, Other set-building = components,
sueh a8 condensers, transformers,
chokes, coils, efe. were displayed in
profusxon. One point worthy of special
mention is the gradually increasing
number of American manufactured
components which are finding their
way on to the English market, Notable
among these are amplifying units and
moving-coil loudspeakers, .

THAT this exhibition was o compilete

snecess, hoth as regards radio fde-
velopment and popularity, is exempli-
fied by the record crowds which ac-
tended Olympia, Within fifteen min-
utes of the opening of the exHibition,
over 1000 people had passed throuw~h
fhe turnstiles, It is interesting to con-

The com- |

jecture what new improvements future

Olympie exhibitions will bring forth,
expecinlly as it seems apparent that an
end in the progress of radio develop-
ment, espeeially as regards reprodusz-

tion, is in sight,
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