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. Friday, November 8, 1920,

ROADCASTING again “scored a
good win” the other night when

2YA, Wellington, broadecast an an- .

nouncement that a lttle girl, six years
of age, was missing from her home in
‘s 'Wellington. suburb.
the child did not come honie when she
Ieft the kindergarten at 8 pam. In the
‘evening the assistance of 2YA was in-
voked, and within an hour the child
was safe at home again, The- young-
ster wag. at thé home of some other

- children listenming in. - When the an-

nouncement was made from 2YA, the
kiddie was hastened off to her home,
, A FRIEND who proposes to go camp-

ing during the Christmas holi-

days, informs “Switch” that his four- -

valve portable set is to go with him.
Iﬁi‘has already tested the set in the
i-clad  district in the vieinity of
Packakariki, and 2YA, Wellington,
came in with full loudspeaker volumse,
although he was using. only a make-
shift aerial. He will be accompanied
by two comrades, and they are Jooking
forward to plegsant hours in the even-
ing listening to 2YA.

THE vagaries of reception from long
distances lately bas perturbed
not a few listeners, judging by the
comments one hears every day: At this
‘period of the year the. “outside” sta-
tions are frequently unsatisfacfory.
The protracted daylight effect with
the lengthening-days, and - the extra
‘half-hour -due to New Zealand “sum-
mer time™ combine to weaken distant
reception until 3 late hour in‘the even-
“ing. Some listeners are blaming their
valves or their batteries, but in the
majority of cases it will be found that
the above regsons are the cause of
weaker long-distance reception.

SET which persisted in raising a

*  gdismal howl was brought . under
the ‘writer’s notice recently. The owner
found that by placing his loudspeaker
outside the room in which the gset was
located the howl was eliminated. The
‘cause of the howl was shown to be
inter-action beiween the loudspeaker
_and a very sepsitive detector valve.
The redson‘was that the sound waves
irom the loudspeaker impinged on the
glass bulb of the detector valve, caus-
ing the valve elements to vibrate. A
cure was .effected by slipping over the
valve a small sectlon of the inuwer tube
.of a bicycle tire. The rubber “glove”
prevented the valve bulb from vibrat-

ing,
A TWISTED flex wire such as is
used for an electric light exten-
sion. was recently proved to-be the
cause of a howl from the londspeaker
of a Wellington listener, He used 2
long twisted flex wire to run his lond-
speaker out on the lawn. A dismal

. howl resulted. A cure was effected by

soldering a .005 mfd, fixed condenser
“geross the flex close up fo the sef, The
best plan is t¢ use the proper loud-
speaker cord, which cap be. procured
up to fifty feet in length. The writer
oceasionally employs one of these long
cords, and has not experienced any

"% howling.

VIGTORIA claims to have more

licensed broadcast listeners per
100 of its population than any other
country in the world, The quota per
100 of population iz 7.98. Thig Aus-
tralian State established a first-class
broadenst service long before New Zea-
land, but the Dominion i3 steadily in-

It appears that
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creasing Its quota, while Victoria has
lately experienced a decrease in the
number of listeners. Various explana-
tions for the falling-off have been urg-
ed and the economical position of the
State is generally blamed for the sef-
back. Some writers ‘contend thaf
“saturation point” has heen reached in
Victoria, while others state that a re-
torn of prosperity would-cause an in-
crease in the number of licenses.
A SUBURBAN listener has fold the
writer that he uses two separate
detector valves with bis a.c, set on
different occasions, One valve gives 2
better quality of tone on local recep-
tion while the ofher is moye sensitive
for long-distance reception. The valves
are of different makes, and have been
in uge shout the same length of time.
Their listed characteristics are the

same, but they differ in performance. T

The valve, which gives easily the befter
results on long-distance reception, has
a harsh tone when tuned in to the local
station. ’

A CUBA STREET (Wellington) jew- H'

eller informed “Switch” the other
day that his wife bad built a suceessful
two-valve set with which they obtain

at Lower Hutt good loudspeaker recep-

tion of 2YA, Wellington, He admitted

that he knew pothing about wireless, 3

but his wife became interested im it,
and, buying the necessary parts, she

soon built a set.

A WILLIS STREET (Wellingion}
radio trader showed the writer a

three-valve shor{-wave set sent to him

by a home-constructor with a reguest g

that it be rebuilt. All the parts were
high-grade excepting the transformers,
which were extremely tawdry.
teur builders sometimes do not realise
that good transformers are absolutely
essential if the best results ave desired,
The transformers referred
about the cheapest articles the wyiter
has seen in radio.

ENGLISH magazines refer to the ap-
pearance of & new screen-grid
valve which is claimed to. eclipse all

valves of this type yet brought outf. g

One cannot pass. judgment without
kngwing more about the newcomer.
We have become accusiomed fo hear-
ing of new wonders in radio, and some-
times their reputation is unjustified,

EXPERIMENTS in the interchange

of radio programmes befween the
United States and Germany are now in
progress. A delegation of four Ger:
man radio officials went to New York,
and arranged with the U.8.A. National
Broadcasting Company for the tests,
The -German delegation manifested
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chief intevest in the programmes of &
typically American nature. They were
fageinated with the mnegro spiritual

songs.
A WELLINGTON listener complained
to the writer last week that al-
though he had built an’ exponential
horn loudspeaker out of the best ma-
terial and with accurate observance of
the measurements contained in a maga-
zine artiele, the horn had proved &
“dnd.” 'The horn was subjected fo a
cloge serutiny by “Switch,” and it was
found that the most important feature
had been overlooked—the horn wag not
ajr-tight.
soon rectified by the use of strong gum-
paper, which was subsequently wvarn-
ished, and the exponential then per-
formed splendidly. - '

HE use of long leads to the C bat-

. tery should be rigidly avoided in
a short-wave set. “Switch” was re-
cently  shown an amateur-built short-
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from one of the
Auckland :

However, thig mistake was

wave. set, which persisted in emitt‘ing"
annoylng “iringe howis.” The leads

- to the C battery were about 18 inches

in length.. When the C battery was'
Inserted inside the set so that the leads
to it were only .about 5 inches in
length, the howls disappeared. What
amateurs regard as insignificant trifles
too often spoil an otherwise good Job.

A WELLINGTON profegsional set-

builder informs “Swifch” that
many of the amateur-built sets sent to
him to examine owing to their failure;
have been wrongly wired in only one
detail. ~This, of course, is fatal, but

" the strangest vart of his experiences

is that the owners siate that they haye
checked the circuit many timeg, and

" . have found it O.K, - The frouble seems

to be in the diagrams which figure in
many of the imported radio magazines.
Sometimes they are wrong\in one small
particular, and frequently they are not
explieit enough, . -

MANY Wellington sporis were great-

1y interested in the result of the
boxing contest between Ted Morgan
(Olympic amateur champion) and
Trowern held at Greymouth on a recent
Saturday night, Owing to the cloging
of the telegraph offices at 9 p.m, -on
Saturdays, little hope- was entertained
of getting the result of the contest, At -
a late hour, however, 2YA, Wellington,
supplied the result. The information
was telephoned through fo 2YA from
Gieymouth, and Morgan’s father, who
resides in Wellington, received the
news in this manner, We have a good

.. sporting news service from 2YA,

E——————rrete ey re—r

— T et

WANTED AND FOR SALF.

.Tor column of casual advertisements
see page 32,

ks~

Capacity .Price
Amp.

60
60
- 100

Voltage .
£3 10 0
410 0
§10 0

ND SERVICE—|

Apply to - and receive Satisfaction

following Agents:

BATTERY SUPPLIES LTD.

130 Broadway,

Newmarket; 'Phone 45-540,

Also Auckiand ah 8 Lower Albert St *Phone 44-174.

, Wellington :

L. J. PURBIE & CO., LTD.

97 Dixon Sircet, Wellington.
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RACE:, gATTEAIFS
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f Christchurch :

STARUNGENT (e ig N FION ERUPAEN

'Phone 20-057.
2631-265 TUAM ST.
Pl rTPen  Botween  Madras .and.
SONSLLQ Barbadoes Streets. -
‘Telegrams: “Vesuvian,”
CIH!! Chch. ‘v (a.n

P.0. Box 1118, Phone 2243

Dun'edin :

J. 8 A, P, SCOTT LTD.

Qorner Albany and Lejth Streets, Dunedin,
£2,0. Box 209, v Telegrams: “dapscot,”
Phone 12-569.



