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THE N Z. RADIO RECORD

HL iatest number of “’.I‘elevlsion”

- has .come to hand from England.

'f In it iz an articlé that has done more

in the . eanse of mdm»vxsmn in Eng-
1and than has any other. -If is the Iast

_ spirited attack of thie supporters of the -

Baird system against the B.B.C. prier

* to-their gssent to radio-vision broad-
. casts. - Shortly after the publxeation of
- this artiele we received the cable news:
- that the B.B.C. had given ity consent to

Baird to- ‘broadeast’ from -the corpora-
tion’s -stations, "As-yet-the selence “is

. in-ifs infancy and by no means -ready
for the home.
caTvery mportant move m the mght,

Yet the decision marks

: dlreetmn.

A

- T The attitude of the B.B.C. towards

_Ahe world were blind.

SUM’\IARY of the. mtlele follow

zfﬁ-mguon is to.a large extent de-
teXgiined probably by their ieluctance
to- commxi: themselves “inady possible
way by affording sssistance to its de-
velopment. The point ean be illustrat-
ed by: & simple: parable. Suppose. that
the greater proportion of the people. of

. ‘would ‘be that all piaces of entertain-

ment’ would provide programmes ap- |
pealing only to the sense of -hearing. -
Theatres or music halls would have 1o -
seenery, and actors and -actresses no .
“make-up” or wardrobes because no -

one could see them. Plays would- be
performed on bare stages by -actors in

ordinary, day dress, and. a blind aupdi-- -

ence wounld derive its full entertain-
ment by listening only.

Let us then suppose some inventor to »
‘devise a kind of spectacles’
.glass which ~would enable t
Ness andiedte to see to some extent,-even -
if in its initial form only penhaps one

or opera
this sight-

‘actor or actress could be observed’ at a

time. . The result’ would be to create a
demand for .something to “see” as well
as “hear,” and {hus the management

of these places of amusement would be .

obliged to provide for this new innova-
tion, at great additonal expense to
themselves,  Hence, their natural tend-

_ency would be to, discourage the adop-
tion of this device in every way, and

to give no oppmtumty for its exp101t.x~’

tions. .

All expeuenee ghows, however, that
when a new line of invention-has beex
opened by the discovery of some prin-

ciple or fact, its development is only a.

maiter of time and money. No ob-
struetion can stop the progress of an
invention iF it provides for a real de-
mand by a really new means.

Ag an example, let us talke the de-
velopment of wireless: In the first ex-
perimental stages
SwhieAd Marconi” eventually succeeded in

- effecting -wireless telegraphy across the
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English Channel, even eminent scien-
tific men . declared it ‘to bé iseless for
any serious purpose. It is well-known
how these predictions have been falsi-
hed by hlstory There is .one thmg
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£he result -

Jof -its discovery, .
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that hmdlance in any ferm can do, and
that'is to placeythe country, concerned
at the tail mstead of at the head of
fhevmareh ‘of progress, dnd to force

her ultlmately to have to buy- From
other nations that which, in more fa-.
‘she ‘would:

_ vourable . eircumstances,’
haye- been able to'sell to them.

- The -nltimate universal adoptxon of

radm-v:smn is inevitable, and “the
B.B.C’s atfitude.of reluctance to do

'I‘he Brx’mh Broadcastmg Gmpora—
tion in the parable mentioned before
are in the position of the mamgement,

‘of an enormous music-hall  for "the

blind. All who pay their annnal license
fee can enter {his hall and hear all
that is going om, -but fhey can see 10-
thing. Then slong comey a froublesome
invéntor; Mr. Baird, and’ ‘shows “the
‘management -2 kind of - opera’ glass
which will' enable the bhnrl members
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'ﬁwe lmme of the ncw 4YA statlon. This is situated inm tue “Lvemng '-atar”
R Companys Bmldmg, Stuart” Street, Dunedin.
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anything in the matter. will only retard
English developments in this direction.

A.nother jmportant argument in the
favour of the immediate fostering of
radiovision is the consequent develop-

ment of a new industry, thus alleviat-

ing. the serious conditions of unem-
ployment at present existing in Bng-
land, Unemployment cannot be perma-
nently .cured by doles or artificial and
temporary expedients such ag road-
making, but everv new practical tech-
nical invention is a basis for fresh em-
ployment. The public themselves, and
no ‘official body, are the final court of
appeal to decide whether a new appli-
ance will prove umversally popular,
and if no fair opportunity is provided

for them to-dothis, matiers are at a
deadloel :

of this audience to see the performers,
at first perhaps only ome at a time.
The management, however, would pro-
bably reply that they have always
done their best to amuse and instruct
their audiences by ear, and they do
not want to encourage them to ask to
fisee’” as well

Suppose, they continue, we did do it.
Then in all plobablhty they would one
day have to equip radiovision studios
so that singers and lecturers might be

seen as well as heard, and all this ;‘
would mean. outlay and more elabora- i
Moreover, the performers might %

tion,
not like it, and it would lead to the
same kind of difficulty as encountered
in the “talkies.” There, formerly, abil-
ity to act and good looks were the sole
requxrements. Now a good voice is re-

quired as welk
.would probably ada that they womd
" have to meet a demand for handsome
announcers and pretty singers.

‘dice or lethargy.

" The mianagement

Probably something of this nature is

" floating vaguely through the minds of -
_the B.B.C. management, and inducing

"them. to oppose the introduetion of
.radiovision into their = programmes,

‘Radiovision is not yet perfect by a long -

way, but the problem is gufficiently at-

tractive to- attract the attentions of
some of the leading research workels

in the world, and the ultimate success
of their efforts is practically. gssured..

‘Ig" an - initial and fundamental inven-

tion made in Great Britain, to be Teft
for more progressive countnes to ex-

‘ploit and obtain the resulting benefit?

The c¢hief ebjection s that the offi«

cial, mind is. very slow in takmg in new -

1deaq, and very reIuctant to fake risks

or laynch cut .on new -departures. - .

Hence, nationalisation acts as i brake

‘on inventive progress, beeause 1o in- -

ventor can obtain a proper trial of his

_ invention unless he can break through

the adamantive wall of official preju-
The only power
which will do this is Public Opinion,
and it is the publie who must demand

‘A fan' trial for this new art.

It is not hk_ely that people will pur-
chase radiovision receivers unless there
is a fair prospect of being able to re-

.ceive something. Thé only result of

bloeking the way for the development
of television in Great Brltain will be
to foster it elsewhere, and it is impos-
sible to say at present what the wlti--
mate result of such a policy would be.
Someone once said that it requires

" a surgical operation to make a Scotch-

man see a joke. This is certainly not
true, but it seems as§ if something of
the kind is required to malke any pub-
lic ntility corporation, which has settl-
ed down to a certain line of work, de~ -
vigte from it and develop new ground. -

‘Revolutionary Broadcasts

—

I French police lately discoveréd,
" - not far from the Italian frontier,
an unauthoriged wireless station for -

. which they had been searching for

some time. The station was located in
an uuninhabited cottage near Cannes.
The police kept watch late at night and
ultineately acrested ¢n Italivn and a
prominent anti-Mascist, who has al-
veady been ‘eonvicted several times of
political offences. It appears that anti-
I'aseist broadeasts have been made
from this station, and the authorities
attach much importance to its diseov-
ery. The transmitter employed wag a
powerful one, and’ ifs nightly Dbroad-
cast of revolutionary propaganda was
having an increasingly seditious influ-
ence on listemers throughout Italy.
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