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- Studio Acoustics

| {;’. ‘Dinner Sessions - Mr. Justice Macgregor,

—st——

T Commence at 4¥A To Speak from 2YA

et e

‘ radio life.

- on October 17
. v:TRE[bpening of the new station -
- for 4YA -will see the inaugura-
© .. tion of & dinner session in the pro- .
" grammes of the Dunedin Station,
Theé first dinner session programme
'will be broadeast om -Thursday,”

- Ottober 17.

“‘iTke Secret  Station”

UNT PAT,” of 8YA, recomunends
% a #stuuning” book for -boys. - It'is

1
“

" ealled “The Secret Station,” and is by.

. Thersléy Hall (who, by the way, i8
““peterkin,” of 3YA). The story of the

. adventurés of two lads and their thrill-
" ing expeviences in discovering a secret
radio statlon, which cripples the local
stations in some mysterious way. A

' gplendid book for boys, especially those’

interested in wireless and broadcasting.

Aucklan.d Radio; o

- Exhibition

)t Much Pulﬂic Interest.

,OONSIDERA.BLE public interest: is

) _being evinged in the forthcoming
exhibition promoted by the radio in-
‘terests of Auckland, and this will be

. peld in the Auckland Town Hall-from
-October 30 to Saturday, November 2.
The exhibitipn will open ¢ach day at
10.30 in the morning, and continue tilt
10.30 in the evening. The official open-
.ing ceremony. will be held 2t7.80 on the
evening of Wednesday, the 80th, It is
noped that the Postmaster-General,
the Hon. J. B. Donald, will be able to

" atténd, accompanied by the Mayor and
- Mr, H. 'W. Holdsworth, chairman of
the Auckland electrical trade. The
stallholders are sparing no effort to
produce’ stinds that will be creditable
t6 themselves and of outstanding in-
terest to the public. The whole of the
sgace avallable his heen tiken up, and
/At .is certain that the show will com-
pare more than favourably with that
beld in Wellington, as the advantage
of having the latest models from
" America and England is with the
Anckiand people. Full co-operation on

‘the part of the Radio Broadeasting

Company is assured. The central stage
will be fitted 'up as a temporary studio
for the oceasion, and leading artists
and-a band will be in atteidance each
eveping, Children’s sessions will be
condueted from. the hall, and alto-
. gether the arrangements madé are so0
comprehensiveé that the show will be
. an outstanding feature of, Auckland
The members of the com-
N mittee, Messrs, W. J. Srmeeton {chair-
“man), J. L. Pavies (advertising), C. A
Tucker (stalls and recreation), H. 8
" Hartle (lighting and decorations), .
T, Garland (programmes), G M,
Bowles (general) are sparing no efforts
to achieve successful results. .
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~trouble.

‘phone.

TI-IE recent relay of a concert from

© Waitomo Caves created great in-
terest among listeners.” Owing to the
agphstic qualitiés of the eaves, the con-

“cert. was looked forward to by very
‘many &s an -opportunity for making

compavrisons . between thy' effect -of

broadeasting from a eave and frem a.

specinlly preparéd studio, The result
was that the station manager gt 1YA
received many letters from ligteners
who- expressed their opinion and dis-
cassed the relative merits of studio and
cave broadegsts. -

- A listener in North -Auckland ' re-
ported on the relay as follows :-—“This
was looked forward to geperally as a
promising novelty. I regret that actu-
ally the resilt did not Jjustify the
TThe scoustic effect on .the
microphone was curious, and probably
attributable to the size and damping
effect of the ,walls of the cave A
vocalist singing loudly appeared guite
normal, especially a male voice. Sing-

* ing softly, it was almost ingudible, and

the soprano appedred very thin and
reedy, ag if the bulk of the sound were
lost. Not a 'tracé of any echo was
‘noticeable. There is lttle doubt that
a military band at full strength would
have come over quite satisfactorily,
The same effect—loss of body—was ob-

" served with the piano solg, as if most

of the minor gound wavés were lost,
before they could affect the micro-
Actually, ‘the coneert might
have been set out from a very poor
studio acouystically. Some items were
omitted from the programme.” .
Tn conngetion with this, the chief en-
gineer of the Broadcasting Company,
Mr. J, M. Bingham, hag prepared a
brief memorandum, as follows t—
“Phe various remarks received by
the station director at 1YA from listen-
ers in respect to the relay from Wgi-

tomo Caves concerning acoustic effects

The Waitomo Relay

R g

Uunfounded Rumours

A NEWSPAPER paragraph in circu-
lation reads as follows:—

“A northerh paper, commenting on

the fact that the recent vrelay from

. Waitomo Caves was, for some un-

known reason, cut shor{, and that 1YA
returnéd to 4 studio broadcast, sug-
gested as a possible reason that the
«¢old and damp were too much for the
artists. It furthér stdtes that the an-
nouncer of that evening has since died
of pneumonia.”

- Whatever may have been the tech-
nic#l schievement or failures of the
relay from the ecaves, it is quite evi-
dent that the oecasion. arvused very
great intevest, as has been. evideht
from the rumours contained in fhe
above paragraph. The facts weré that
a relay line could be made available
only for an hour, and the health of no
artist suffered. To say so is a libel
on the magnificent caves,

Arouses Much Interest

apply mot 0 mueh to actual acoustie
effeet as to the echo. . - .
“Under certain conditions -a .slight
echo effect is not only desirable, but
can be uged with good results. At fhe-
same time when endeavouring. to -ob-

tain this particular effect a large num- -

ber of conditions have to be taken un-
der consideration. ) .

‘“The governing factor is really what
is termed the ‘reverberition time,” that
is, the time-that & noté will continue to.

sound till it dies away to negligible -

ifitensity. The permissible time. period
for good audio quality depends directly
upon the cubic content of the studio-
or auditorium. Xt will thus be .seen-
that a much higher time period can be
permitted, for instance, at Waitomo
Caves, than in a relatively small studio
as is the ease at 1YA, - - :
“If an attempt is made to obtain an
echo in the studio merely by the re-
moval of the drapings, treuble will pro-.
bably be encountered through the re-
sultant interference cuuged by undue
accentuation or diminution of certain
tones, as well as a tendency to blurr on
gpeech. There are always cevtain spots
in a studio where such effects are more

voticeable than in others, and these .

positions can only he found by experi-
ment; but in practically every case they
may be avoided by placing the micro-

- phone relatively close to a wall, taking

care that a certain gmount of draping
is plgced behind, below, and over-
head.” This method of microphone
placing is practically standard in the
large breadcjsting and gramophone
studios in' thg United States, :

“Tn the case of a studio the size of
that at 1YA a desirable reverberation
time would be approximately one sec-
ond for best results, and as the studio
i8 built with hard plaster walls a cer-
tain quantity of draping will always be
necessary.” '

Weather Reports

S pécial Afternoon
' Broadcast

ARMERS will be interested to hear
that the broadcasting of weather

reports during the afternoon is to be

a regular feature. This is to be made
possible by the co-operation of the
Meteorological Office. v

Recently a special report prepared by
Dr, Kidson forecnsting the advent of
a southerly gale was broadeast and
served as a very valuable warning to

“stock owners, . .
In future, theréfore, 2YA will brodd- |

east a weather report every afternoon

(except on Wednesday) at 3.30 (4

pm., summer time). On Wednesday
afternoons the report will be broad-

cast by 3YA. ‘ o
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JUSTICH MACGRBGOR, of the
7T New Zealand - Supreme Courk
Bench, will deliver ‘a: lecture from 2Y4, -
at 8.44 6n-Monday evening, October 14.
Hig subject will be “The Art of Publie
Speaking.”' . . . v’ L

* Hawera Concert
An Unqualzﬁed Shiccess

JISTENERS  throughout New Zea-
land testify to the exzcellent con--
cert which way recently relayed from -
Hawera, Not only was the progtamme
splendid, byt the reception that evening
wag all that could be desired. The relay .
line from Hawera to Wellington, 190 -
miles, was perfect and reflected great
credit on the Post and Telegraph De-
partment. . f .
Among the lefters veceived is one
from a listener in thé Ohinemuri ¢is-

‘trict. He writes as follows ;—

“I desire to express my appre-
ciation of the concert rélayed from -
Hawera last evening. It was sim-
ply wonderful, Teception being per-
fect and the items all that could be
desired. I've listened-in for some .
vears, but have never héard any-

_ thing - approaching last evening.
That concert alone was worth the
annual fee. In faet, I would like.
to express my appreciation of the
service right through. It is won-
derful, and I think that instead of
adverse criticism the company de-
serve unstinted praise.”

N the shél’i" of 'ev.ery Rn—d;v
Listener should be }foundv the »

RADIO LISTENERS’

" GUIDE

“AN INDISPENSABLE WORK. .

PRICE' 2/6 vfr‘omb Booksellers, ”v
2/9 Posted. B
: vWELLINGTON.»

The Government
Tourist Dept’s.

Booking System
 Considered by Experts
The Best in the
~ World

Offices in all Main Centres




