ks

" THE N.Z RADIO RECORD

¥riday, August 2, 1929, ‘

Speczal Service for Przmary Producersm

- American Technique may be Adapfed to Our Needs

R. A. R. HARRIS, General
t - Mandger of the - Broadeast-

the - .Primary Productions

-ed - at -Christechurch under
the . company’s public rela-
tions scheme, gives promise

of accomphshing service of great value
to the community.-A meeting of the sub-

" committee set up to prepare a schedule

of broadcasts has been held, and the.

local office of the Department of Agri+
ciltire and the Agriculiural College
at Lincoln have each undertaken to
prepare at least onp talk each month.
A comprehensive report will be pre-
sented to the general committee at its
méeting next week, and it is antici-
pated that a detailed schedule of
broadcasbs will be completed shortly.

THE Company is keepihg in close
touch with development in other
countries, and has just received from
its New York consultant, Mr, BEdgar H.
Felix, & coneiderable amount of mater-
-ial, including talks furnished by Mr.
Morse Salisbury, of the United States
. Department of Agriculture. In his
covering letter Mr, Felix says: “Thi:
* work is based on several years of ex-
perience with’ broadeasting to farmers,

and represents the deévelopment of a .

specialised technique which has de-
monstrated itself as increasingly effec-
tive. It must be remembered that any
_type of educational material is de-
cidedly lacking in entertainment vilue
unleégs it -is especially prepared for
brpadeasting - presentation,  Naturally

thik technique is not limited to agri-

cultural talks, and it s not aifficult to
adapt it to other fields of education.
The important point is that, by the in-
troduction of dialogue and the injee-
tlon of personalities, much more effec-
tive radio presentation is secured.”
The wmaterial recelved: provides a
most interesting and instructive study,
.and includes a lst of American sta-
tions through which talks are broapd-
cast, and samples of “Talks to Far-

4ng - Company, ‘advigés that -

fl  Committee recently organis-

IN

the accompanymg articles emphaaw is laid upon the growing
part that radio is likely to play in catering for the Jnan on the

land. Mr. A. R. Harris, in explaining the company’s ob;ectwe,
quotes a typxcal casé. of how America is introducing life into the

rndlo presentahon of scientific’ facts.

Following that article there

is given the major portion of Dr. Chilton’s explanation of the
company’s objective for New Zealand producers.

mers,” “Housekeep_ers’ Chats,” a ser-
ies entitled “Outdoors With the.Seien-
tist.” “Farm Science Snapshots,”
“Primer for Town Iarmers,” “Farm
Flaghes,” and “4H Club Crier,” the last
mentioned being talks to juvenile agri-
cultural <clubs.

A Sample Talk.
THE specialised . technlque referred

to which may be adaptable to New
Zealand conditions presents talks in

the form of a story or dialogue, or in

gome cases in the form of a discussion.
For example, one of the “Outdoors with

the Scientist” series commences as
follows i
“Announcement: We bave a mes-

soge from the weather man in the
United States Department of Agricul-
ture's “Outdoors with , the Scientist”
radic programme * to-day. This
gtation’s farm audlence will be
especially interested, as the talk deals

‘with how the ¥.S8.. Weather Burgau

helps fruit growers protect thelr erops
from frost.”

The lecturer then continues:

The other day the Weather Man and
1 were driving through a . beautiful
stretch of relling orchard country.
Buds were already beginning to burst
on some of the trees. Things feit
good, , . "

We came to Jed Brown’s place. Mr.
Brown’s & farmer who owns a thriv-
ing orchard, He has money in the
bank, Jed was standing by the front

gate. o

"The Weather Man threw the car out
of gear and braked it to a stop.

“Hello, Brown,” he called, “how do
the erops look?”
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“Tine,” sald Brown. “How's thé

weather""

Then we all grinued. We knew
that these are two of the oldest greet-
ings. in the world.

“Well. Brown,” sald the Weather
Man, “I think I can promise you fain
weather for to-morrow.”

“Crops are fair, too,” said Brow,

We were all feeling: free and easy.
Brown came and sat on the running

board, = That meant he had time for
a few words, We also had 10 minutes
to spare.

The Weather Man ‘turned to ‘Brown,
“I know why you fellows are always
asking about the weather,” he began.
“It's a natural thing to do. An extra
quarter of an inch of rain at the right
time may add thousands of bushels to
your corn crop. A few degrees lower
temperature may give the potato-growen
a bank account, The direction of the
wingd is sometimes more important than
the cost of farm labour. The wea-
ther's. & magtter of bysiness to you
fellows—you farmers.

“You're right,” said . Brown, “and Y
know why you scientisis are interested
in crops, -too. A larger wheat crop
will mean cheaper bread, A good cLop
year will also mean a good year for
you. Am I right?

The Weather Man smiled and nodded
his head.

I figured it was time for me to get
into this.-palaver, “If you fellows are

- through patting each other om the

back,” T said, “ra. Hke to ask .2 ques-
tion.” 3
’l‘hey both turned to me.

“Listen,” I said, “what would happen:

to thig orchard if a good frost hit it
to-night? Where would your sclence
?e9 ’then? ‘What could you do about
£?" ) )

“I can’t answer that in ten words,”
the Weather Man said. “It’s quite a

‘story.

. “Go. ahead and tell it I said.

" “In the old days,” he began; “the
prozperity of the fruit growers de-
pended almost entirely on the weather.
Good growing weather—no late frosts
~—meant & good frult crop as a rule.
Of course insect pests had to be con.
sidered. And the orchardist had to
pay attention to -his markets. - But
Jack Frost used to. take a whale of
a lot of profit St of fruit growing.

“Well, we haver’t conqueréd frost,
of course.  But we have learned to
take advantage of it. Nowadays, the
big practical orebardists Iet the frost
come—but they ‘Hrepare for the freezq
with oil burpers and frost warnipgs.
A battéry of heaters in the orchard
is generally émough to get Jack Frost
down and lhogtie him.-

Am- I right?

“That's all very well,” I said, “but
how do you kmow whehn to expect 8
visit?"’

“That’s where the Weather Bureau
steps in,” the Weather Mag explained.
“Last winter, in one very important -
fruit-gtowing distbict, weather obser-
vers made 91 distinet -iowdtemperature
forecasts, Ninety per cent, of thee
forecasts wére correct to within one
degree, Ninety-seven per cent. of m
were right to within two - degwhs,
When temperatures -are egpected
to fall ag low as 32 dégrees in
any distriet during the night & fore-
cast is made and spread widely
through that district. This forecast
containg- & definlte statement, some-
times, to tenths of a degree, a§ to just
how low the temperatire is expected
to fall. Bight specially trained Weath-
er Bureau men are assigned. to frost
work, Their forecists, are amazingly,-
aamrate "

‘Real Work to be Dore,

THE talk .then goes on to discuss -
metnods of eombthng frosts.in the
fruit districts,

It will be seen that this method of
address is much easier to listen to
than a stralght lecture, and will holé
the attention and intérety of ligteners,

Very encouraging repopts ‘have been
received by the company with regard to
work alreidy accomplished in the. direc-
tion of dsslsting primary producers, ahd
as this branch of broadcasting Tepres.
ents a very real service to the country,
it is in!;aniled to amplify and extend it
as far ag i3 practicable, the. organising
of Primary Prodﬂction- Commitiees
marking an important step in  this
direction.

Science Applipd to the Fa.nn

ON '[‘hursday, Jqu , Dr. Chilton,
speaking from 8 A, outlined the

company’s objective in- relahon to the
man on the land, ‘

“You are probably aware that the
Radlo Broadeasting Company is desi-
rous of making ifs. service as beneficial
as ‘possible. to all cl;Lsses of people.
For this purpoe they have esbabhshed
what they call public relations in
nection with whith cominitteés have
been set up at the main broadeasting
gtations fdr the purpose of advertising
the company as to the matter fo be
broadéast. For exgmple, they have
committees connected with the chur-
chés consisting of représentatives of
the more important churches. These
committées gre purely voluantary, but
are found to be very useful in suggest-
ing to the company which services
should be broadeast from time to time.
Similarly, there aye musical and dra-
matic committees, and others concerned
with ihe children's session.

“In ad@ition to- this; the eompany
iy ‘desirous. of extending its service to
all those engaged in any way in agri-
cultnral pursuits, and for this purpose
2 conference wag held on July 2, at
which there were present” representa-
tives 'of the main bodies concerned with
agricultore, icluding My, Jobn Dedns
and Ms. R. B .Alexand,er. of the Can-
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