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had been detained by business. Inhis apolegy Mr, Harris expressed the
hope that the fullest syecess. would
attend the exhibition, and stated
that, with the stabilisation now af-forded the industry by the modern
A.C, set and thé highly efficient bat-tery sets, there was no treason why
anyone should refrain from purchas-
ing a regeiyer and enjoying the bene-fits of radio broadcasting. ‘

, Formally Opened,
Mr. Heighway then introduced the
Hon. J. B. Donald, Postmaster-
General of New Zealand, to whose
care broadcasting. was entrusted. In
formally declaring the exhibition
open, Mr. Denald said :--
*As one who is very interested in
wireless, it gives me very grent plea-
sure indeed to be here to-night at the
invitation of the Radio Committee to
-open this exhibition. I wish to con-
gratulate the committee op its entcr-
prige in holding this exhibition: and to
congratulate the exhibitors, not only

en the exeellence of their exhibits, but
also on the splendid way in which their
exhjbits are displayed.
‘This exhibition serves as an object
lesson ap, the phenamenal growth of
radia, Born only eight years ago, as
far as age counts, if is an infant, buf
no one wil] deny that it is a very lusty
infant indeed. Already its yolee is
heard in 44,000 homes in New Zepland,
Five years ago there were lesa than
2000 licenses, Lo .

"Radio is now a part ef our every-
day life, Generally it ia. leaked upon
as a means for the dissemination af
news and as a method of entertaining,
but other uses were demonstrated
when it was the enly means of cam-
munication with districts strieken by
the recent earthquake,
"There.is no need for me to tell thisaudience of the difficulties encountered
by the administratiye side. You all
know, how hard it is te construct pre-
grammes that will give satisfaction to
a majority, and it js only Batural thatit should be so, but we myst recognise
the rights of the minorities. Popular
modern music probably makes the wid-
ext appeal, but the educated taste jn
classifical musie must nof} he éver-
loaked. My Department is in the posi-
tion of custodian ef the public interest,

and everything possible is being done
to keep abreast of the times, The Sec-
retary of the Department has recently
peen at the Postal Gonferenge in Lon-
don, and I hope we shall learn muel
from hjs ebservations in England and
America. oe
"Without doubt, wireless is making
qvonderfyl strides, and the imprave-
ments which are taking place almost
every month ga te shew us that hefore
long we may expect to have some wWwone
derful things brought te eur notice,
"T knaw- beennse of this there are
seme. people whe will net buy a radio
set, stqting that they are waiting until
wireleas becomes hetter. These peaple
haye been waiting for years to secure
the set that will be to their absolute
satisfaction. To those who are wait-
ing I would suggest that they try out
the instruments they see before them,
and J am sure they will be hard to
please if they cannot find at least one
that will give them satisfaction, and
a great deal ef pleasure, Further, if
they do secure one of the present-day
sets, it will give them a better idea as
to when the time has come for them to
seeure, say in a year or two, the ulti-
mate instrument upon which they have
set their hearts.
"J waeuld like to exnresy my appre-
ciation of the way in which dealers in
New Zealand have met: the Depart-
ment by refraining from selling sets
likely to cayse annoyance to other
listeners. All reeeivers seld in New
Zealand, are submitted for Depart-
menta] examinatian and. approval, and
aver 200 different. types baye been
tested.
"Leaking around this hall this even-
ing, one in sivuck by the improVements
made of recent years in the design of
receiving sets, Every cabinet is es-
sentially a piece of drawing-room fur-
iture, 2 fitting object for the eentre
of the family circle.
"Mr,. Heighway, ladies and_ gentle-
men, I will not detnin yon, I declare
the Hxhibition open and I wish it
every snecess,"

Bright Incidents.
A FLASHLIGHT phetograph of the
opening ceremony was. then
taken, after which a promenade con-
cert, arranged by 2YA, was perform-
ed fyom the Exhibition Studio,. Dur-
ing the evening two intervals of
twenty minutes each were given, so.
that portion of the audienee sitting.in the gallery might inspect the stalls,
During these intervals the chairman,Mr, Heighway, intradyced Mr, Clive
Drummend, announcer of 2¥A, and
Mr, John Ball, editer-annauncer afthe Radio Broadeasting Company,
to the audienee, and.stated that, in
response to requests from many coun-
try listeners there pyesent, thase
gentlemen would be pleased to meet
any who cared to make themselves‘known, This incident

provided
a

bright feature of the gathering, and
the invitation was promptly availed
of hy many, It was surprising to
note the distances from which manyof the audience came, visitors being
present from places several hundred
nijles fram Wellington, General suz-
prise was confessed by many of those
meeting Mr. Drummond for the firsttime at the contrast between his ac-
tual appearanee and the prior con-
ception built un by the listener from
hearing his voice. ;

Avising out of this oecurvenee,
general desire was expressed,
mothers in particular, ta meet Au
Gwen, and aceordipgly it was arrang
ed promptly that Aunt Gwen should
be in attendance on the afternoon of
Friday and Saturday between’ the
hovrs of 8 and 4,20 p.m,, in order
ta make the acquaintance of mothers
and childyen who are members. of
her large radio family,:It, was also. announced during the |
evening that arrangements were be-
ing made for acepmmoadating; on
Saturday afternoon, those who wish-
ed to listen ta the rebroadcast of
the final Test Match in Australia, as
deseribed by station 2ME, os

The: promenade eoncert, as given
in the main by the Wellington Muni- .
cipal Tramways Band and the Welsh
Choir, supplemented ‘by indjidual.
local talent, was an outstandMg ‘suc-
cess, all in the hall thoroughly en-
joying the oceasion and, what is more
important, listeners over the air re-
ceiving a very clear impression of an
extremely animated, happy and in-
spiring gathering.

The Seeond Day.
SUCCESSFUL as was the openingfunction, it was far eclipsed by
the second day, and © outstripped
again by the attendance‘on Saturday,
the third day.. The hall on Friday
evening was packed’ almost: to ca-_
pacity, and the happiest of spirits
prevailed, Demonstrating during the
course of the promenade concert
was, of course, not carried qut, butin the intervals’ quiet dempn-
stration on station 2¥A _ yas
permitted. This allowed he’
visiters to judge the tone of the
various instruments displayed on thestalls. Keen and discriminating in-eee
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