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SINCE the installation of the beam ser-
vice between Great Buritain and
South Africa over 300,000 messages
were sent from South Africa last year,
which represents an increase of about
100,000 upon the previous year.

N order to ensure that no $.0.8, shall
be missed, the United States Naval
stations which broadcast weather and
other information for the use of the
fleet Fiave now arranged to cease trans-
" misfion for a period of threé minutes
twice in every hour and to switch over
to listen for the S8.0.S8. on the “dis-
tress” ‘wavelength used by shipping.

EN Canadian daily newspapers oper-
ate radio broadeasting stations,
‘according to a recent compilation. They
~are: “Halifax Herald,” “Quebec ILe
- Boleil,” “Montreal La Presse,” “Toron-
to Star,” “Hamilton Spectator,” “Lon-
don Advertiser,” “Winnipeg ¥ree
Press,” “Regina Leader,” “Calgary Her-
ald,” ‘‘Vancouver Province.”.
A' NEW instrument for determining
: the height of an aeroplane above
the ground was demonstrated recently
at the New York Aviation Show. This
‘ingtrument depends upon the princi-
pal of sending out waves and making
observations upon the refiected waves.
“$sing acoustic waves it is possible to
termine the height by observing the
time between the sending out of the
sound and the returning of the echo,
and this method has been largely used
by ships for “acoustic depth-sounding.”
Of .course, -the velocity of sound in
water is different from the velocity in
air, and allowances have to be made
‘ acecordingly, The altimeter (as the
new American device is called) may
also be employed using radio waves
by a special and ingenious system of
 triangulation. -

T present there is only one broad-

casting station working in Portu-

gzal, and this is a private station oper-

ating under the ecall-sign of “Postus

Amador POBEEA, Lisbon, Portugal.”
The. wavelength is about 510 metres.

A NEW high-power station at Hart-

ford Conneeticut, U.S.A., has
adopted the beam transmission owing
f/&the increasing ether congestion in
% States.| Another interesting feature
ofrthe plant at this station is that the
full 100 per cent. modulation is to be
employed in order to make the greatest
use of the 50 kilowatts of power avail-

able, .

TTH commercial service by telephone

 between America and Europe and
between Holland and Java, all records
for  'phone communication have been
recently broken. On'October 16, Ban-
doeng, Java, spoke with Buenos Aires
(Argentinz), viz Kootwijk (Hoiland),
and Berlin (Germany). The rather
-g{raunitous route of the message covered
about 16,000 miles.

THE Plan de Bruxelles, of which
~ such high hopes were entertatned,
1g not working out according to pro-
gramme, and Mr. A, R. Burrows, the
Secretary-General, has spparently ye-
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ceived 3 great many criticisms of the
plan and suggestions for itz amend-
ment. There is a great deal of inter-
ference on the Continent, and although
the interference problem is not nearly
so serious in Great Britain it is by no
means non-existent there. Since the
change-over it is pretty definite that
heterodyning has actually increased.

OVER a quarter of a million licensed

listeners were rvegistered in
Canada at the end of November,
1928, an increase of 17,000 as
compared with the corresponding
period in 1927, The Canadian
license fee is one dollar, and
the official returns give the number of
broadeast licenses issued as 226,240,
although it is belleved that there are
nearly 100,000 “pirates.” The re-
venue from the lHceenses is devoted by
the department of Marine and Xisher-
ies to the improvement of radie ser-
vices, while twenty cars are in use
for the purpose of locating sources of
interference.

IN view of the rapid growth of in-

ternational telephony, it has been
arranged to publish an International
Telephone Directory ‘shortly in Great
Britain and on the Continent. The
directory is intended primarily for
users of the international service, and
will be on the lines of the English
“Buff Book.” It will be printed in
English, French and German, and sub-
seribers’ entries will be classified un-
der countries, towns and trades, in
alphabetical order. The directory
will include the principal -cities in
nearly thirty European States, and
negotiations are proceeding for the in-
clusion alse of Canada and the United
States. .

NEW SOUTH WALES maintaing a-

healthy monthly inerease, and dur-

ing the last twelve months has made a

net gain of 21,546 licenses. Victoria
during the same period shows a gain of
6632 licenses. As the increase of
licenses for the whole of the Common-
wealth during the past twelve months
is 28,041, New South Wales is respou-
sible for 77 per cent. of the total.
Licenses in New South Wales were ex-
pected to exceed 100,000 by the end of
June, bringing the Commonwealth
total over the 300,000 mark. .
WIRELESS licenses in force in the

Commonwealth at the end of May
were as follow.w

In Force. Month’s Totals

N_.S.W. vonwse 98,550 1,673 Inecrease
Victoria ...... 143,344 49 Decrease
ueensland ... 24,681 §4 Increase
, Australia .. 23,573 387 Increase
W. Australia . 3,799 32 Increase
Tasmania .... 4,604 187 Increase

298,551 2,234

New South Wales maintains a healthy
monthly increase, and during the last

twelve. months has made a net gain of

21,{)46 licenses, Vietoria during the sxme
period shows a gain of 6632 licenses. Ax
the incrense of licenses for the whole of
the Commonwenlth during the past twelve
months jis 28,044, New South Wales is
respouaible for 77 per cent. of the total.
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THE Federal Radio Commisiion in

its annual report just made to
Congress, states that surveys indicate
that approximately 40,000,000 persons
in the United States of America are
served by 12,000,000 receiving sets.
A study of wireless distribution re-
-ported in the Awmerican publication,
“The Co-operator,” indicates that 29
out of every 100 homes in the United
States have installed wireless sets.
The ratio of sets to homes is said to
vary considerably, running from 69
out of 100 in Minnesota to 6 out of
100 in New Mexico. California is
second, with 53 sets to every 100
homes. Florida third with 43, and
New York and Washington .tle for
fourth with 88, In general, the low-
‘est distribution is found to be in the
Far South.
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IT has just been brought to our notice
that the difference between an out-
side and an inside aevial is estimated
to be ten shillings-—“Glasgow Weekly
Herald.”) (A license fee costs 10s.)

HE well-known American concern,

. the Stutz Motor Car Co., have
announced that all their  new-season
models will be fitted with a G-valve
wireless set as part of the standard.
equipment, its inclusion being, how~
ever ,at the option of the purchaser,
The installation has been neatly car-
ried out, the set being entirely hid-
den from view behind the instrument
board; the dials and controls are sitn-.
ated on the facia, and a small Ioud-
speaker is mounted near the top of the
windscreen. The aerial is secured im
ihe bood on the touring cars,

Artaasteieit

UL EEIS T

from,

cost
Each

ceases
18

Introduce Creda Electric
Comfjort, and you im-
medialely effect an
Economy too

Over 30 models of Creda
. - Electric Fires to choose

Over 30 different
prices of this beauty and
economical comfort,

No ashes, no dangerous
sparks, you just switch on
the heat as and when you
need it. There is no waste
with a Creda Fire—switch
off when the room is heated
to your liking, and your

fitted with an
AsHestos Covered Flex,

LRIy

immediately.
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Head Office:

“

"TOLLEY ® SON LTD.

WELLINGTON. o

_ And at AUCKLAND, CHRISTCHURCH and DUNEDIN. '




