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_ Have You heard 5SW?

THE British short-wave experimental
station, 5SW, Chelmsford, Eng-
land, bhas been transmitting short-wave
programmes for the past two years, and
the British authorities are auxious to
learn how the programmes lbave been
received in Australia and New Zea-
land. They are particularly interested
in the strength and quality of recep-
tion, the times of the day the transmis-
sions are received in summer and win-
ter, and whether they are received re-
gularly or spasmodically. .
The PBritish authorities have issued
an appeal asking listeners to report to
the head office of Amalgamated Wire-
lesy, Sydney, or to the New Zealand
office at Wellington on reception of
B8W, giving details required. Amal-
gamated Wireless will collate the re-
ports and forward them to the British
alithorities. . o

.AFK Changes to DOA.

YHE German official short-wave ex-
perimental transmitter, known to
many amateurs under the call letfers
AFK (Docberitz), now uses the call
sign DOA. On most evenings (morn-
ings here) the full announcement made
is: “Achtung!  Achtung!. Heir ist der
Kurzwellensender . des Reichsportzen-
tral-amtes Telegraphen-technisches
Reichsamt, Funkversuchsanlage, Doe-
‘beritz.” This is followed by the call
letter. - Various wave-lengths are used,
and the exact measurement is given at
the end of the transmission. Broad-
casts are mostly carried out on 40 and
- 87.45 metres, but on some days trans-
wmissions are made on 67.63, 71.45, 75.3,
77.2, and 82.9 metres. Times vary, but
cxperiments are frequently effected
from 2.30 a.m, till 430 a.m. and from
4.30 am. till 6.30 am. New Zealand
mean time., On odd dates, tests ave alsgo
made from 620 pm. till 1030 pm.
(New Zealarid time)—mostly on Mou-
days and Fridays, This appears to
prove that the German station we often
hear in the early morning on 40 metres,
and reported as DOR, is really DOA,
as the German pronunciation of DOA is
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Why spend your money
out of New Zealand 7

SPARWORTH’S

Specially designed Y.oud-gpeals-
er and ¥Pick-Up Combination
Cablnet, with our speeizl fin<
&b in waterproof lasting pollsh.

We Dave proved to Hawke's Bay
Radio Experts that our combiuations,
designs aud finish BEAT the {mported
article,

- et us prove to all New Zealand it
i froe—Sure! )

Sepd the dimenslons of
wani{ and we will gquote you
shade, beautifully grained.

SPARWORTH’S RADIO CABINETS
* NAPIER, HAWKE’S BAY.

We gupply Ph'otographic Designs, or
gond your owxn rketch.
The Trade specially catered for,

what you
in any
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“Dey, 00, ah” which iz very much
like the English “Dee, oh, ar” (dor).

The Week's Log.

EARL‘I morning reception has gone

off during the last week or two.
58W .ig about the same as it was this
time last year; that is, very weak at
530 a.un. and not reaching fair rcad-
able strength till near 7.30 a.m.

PCJ is coming in stronger now at
the same time thap they did twelve
months ago. Thisz is. probably aec-
counted for by increased power. ‘The
Americans are, on the average, recelv-
ed at better strength now. Since
W2XAD reduced their wavelength
from 21.96 metres to 19.5,. they are
readable much earlier; in faet, their
programme can often be followed from
the time they commence -at 9.30 a.m.
(New Zealand time) till closing at
3.30 p.m.

Saturday, June 29,

PCJ was below their usual strength.

R3-4¢ at 530 am., increasing to
R8 by 7.80 am. B5SW was not audible
till after 6 a.n. A strong ripple
spoilt reception then. On 34 metres
about, at 6.20 a.m.,, a foreigner was
bear@d at R8 A lecture was Deing
given, clapping . being clearly audible
after pauses in the speech. They were
zoing strong at 7.30 a.m. PCT was ex-
cellent from 1 p.a. till signing off at
083 pm.  Volume ranged from RS to
R9 till near the finish, when they were
a little unsteady. - KDKA was quite
good from 1 p.m.,, but spoilt at times by
Morse Interference, as was 2XAD at
times, who were R9 till closing at 3.30
pamn. i :

On abont 30.5 metres a station was
first heard at-2 p.on at R2. - A little
later snatches of counversation were
heard such as “Are you going to use
long or shori-wave?’ Two voices
could be heard as in duplex telephony.
Still later, about 2.45 p.m., & number
of figures and times were given—seem-
ed like wavelengths and the hours they
were to be uxed. “Good-night” was
said several times, but talk continued
without any indication of the location
of the station.

3ZC, Christchurch, was abont R7 and
not so steady as ususl,

VK2ME was good at maximum
strength, relaying the All Blacks v,
New South Wales match.

ZL2BE; ZL2AX and RFM were all
received at RY. = An orchestra from
the Russian statlon was very good.

) Sunday, June 30.
A’I‘ 1230 pm. 2XAD wer. R5, in-
creasing to R9 by 2 p.m.  The
General Electrie, Lucky Strike and

‘Special Byrd programmes were heard.

2X AT were on the same trapsmission
buf. weaker than 2XAD till near the
conclusion. |

KDKA. appears.’ to be the favourite
station or the easiest to tupe in, as I
find more howlers on it than any other.
Strength was good, but speilt by the
howlers.. . : .

. WSXAL (WLW) at its best was R4,
about 50 per cent. readable, signing off
at 5.1 p.m,

‘possible.
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Monday, July 1.

othing heard—not even 8LO, Mel-
bourne. : .

Tuesday, July 2.

58W opened at R5 with a strong

ripple. . The announcement from
Chelmsford was readable with dJiffi-
culty, but talk from London was im-
Strength increased to RT7 by
7.30 a.m., but the ripple was just ag
troublegome. .“Soldiers of the Queen”
sung by . a chorus, was heard just be-
fore the time signal at 7.30 a.m.

Wednesday, July 3.

GAIN B5SW was spoilt by sirong

ripple. WG6XN (KGO) was R2-3

at 5.40 am. and only just audible at
7.30 a.m. .

Just after 6 a.m. gome music and
talk were heard on about 84.5 metres
at R4. Morse spoilt possibility of
understanding what was said,

KGO at 615 p.m. was RS, with a
programme by the Spotlight Revue
till 630 p.m., this was followed by
dance music by the Trocadarons. Vol-
ume went off very rapidly, being. too
weak to bother with before closing
time,

: Thursday, July 4.

UNTIL 7.30 am. BSW was too weak

to listen to, when they were R5.

KGO at 6.30 a.xn. was barely read-
able at R2. ) :

New Zealand amateurs, 20N, Levin;
2GQ, Gisborne; and' 2AX, Paimerston
North, were well received at R9, during
the evening.

W8XAL opened at 1045 p.m., with
an’ orchestral selection at RS. Both
ls)ta{:ic‘ and morse interference were very

ad.

A lady was heard singing at 11 p.am.
on about 24,5 metres; R2 at best, fad-
ing right out at times. 58W was tried
for at 11 p.m., but no sign could be
heard. PHI1 started a test at 10.30
p.ap. but was not audible by 11 p.m.,
when I closed down. .

Friday, July 5.

CJ wag excellent except for a slight
surge. Volume was R8. They
signed off at 6.35 a.m. on acconnt of
some trouble with the transmitter.
Applogies were given for closing one

hour earlier than usual. o
SSW was a little better this morn-
ing. RNJ at 5.30 a.m. increasing to R7-8
by 7.30 a.m. Intelligibility very poor
on account of ripple. At 9.30 p.m. on
about 18 metres a woman was heard
talking at R2-3. Later “Hullo, Ban-
doeng” wag heard several times. This
station wag probably PCE, Kootwijk,
Holland, on 16.3 metres, carrying out
duplex telephony with Bandoeng, Java.

R eports. Wanted'

- Extensive Tests

MR- X. A, WATERS, president of the
"~ Palmerston North Radio Club,
wiltes s— .

The enclosed information is a con-
densed summary of a letter received
from the General Electrie Company,
Schencectady, relative to radio propa-
gatlon tests 20,000 to 40,000 K.C. (15
to 7% metres).

The General. Hlectric Company are
anxloug to accwmulate as much data as
possible on thesetests, and would ap-
preciate very much. reports from ama.
teurs in New Zealand. : .

Each test will -run continuously far
30 hours, and. they state that it m: i
prove difficult to pick up some of thégs
transmissions .on. account of propaga-
tion phenomena and uncalibrated re-
ceiving sets. To facilitate this matter
they have given a forecast of the time
at .which they Dbelieve reception will
most lkely be effected (in New Zea-
land) :—

6.30. a.m.—12.30 p.m. (N.Z.T.).

7.30 p.m,~10.30 p.m, {N.Z.T.).
Propagation Test—20,000 to 40,000 K.C,

FOR the purpose of gathering addi.

tional radio propagation data at
high frequencies, the General Electrie
Company at Schenectady, New: York,
will eonduet 'a 20,000 to 40,000 K.C.
propagation test during the months of
July and August, 1929. ' S

Listeners in various parts® of the
world are being advised of this teat,
and it is hoped that from the quantity,
of reception data that will be forth-
coming considerable new information
may be obtained relative to 20,000-
40,000 K.C. performance. !

The transmitter utilised at Schenee-
tady will have its frequency crystal
controlled and a normal power outpnt
of approximately 2 K.W, The antenna
will be a simple non-directive structure,
The call letters utilised will ba.
W2XAW. The material transmitted
will consist entirely of C.W. (continu-
ous wave) transmission. At few mip
ute intervals the station call, the fre-
quency on which the station is operai-
ing, and the frequency whieh will be
used during the subsequent trang-
wmission will be given, ‘

The Initial transmission will be on
a frequency of 20,000 K.C. and will
begin at 16.00 G.M.T., July 2.’

{Cencluded on page 39,)

FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE
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The rate for smali advertisémwents, under
this heading is 2/- cash for 20 words, and
twopeuce for every ather word’ therepfter.

HAVE you obtained  your: “Listener’s
Guide”? 2/6 from booksellers and

radio dealers, or 2/9 post free from the

publishers, Box 1032, Wellington.

‘Y‘ QU can save money by: writing for oup
special radio mail-order price list,

Iilectric Lamp House, 27 Manners Street,

Wellington. :

Printed and published for the Ne\"vk
Zealand Radio Publishing Company
at - the registered office, Wakefleld
Streef, Wellington, of the Wellington
Publishing Company, by Archibald
Sando, of 47 Freyberg Street, Lyall
Bay, FRIDAY, JULY 12, 1929.
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