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T /ze Wonder of Radzo in Rarat‘onga

.

YERY interesting account of
& modern “Island Night's
Entertainment” has been re-
.ceived by .the Broadeasting
i Company from Captain Camp-
|- .bell, of Raratonga. He gives
| a’ graphle description of a
“large gathering of native
sitting - in a palm grove iIn

chiefy,
the brilliapt moonlight of a trople
night, listerning ‘to a programme broad-
cast by 1YA, Auckland. The feature
of the programme was a talk given by
‘Mr. F. W. Platts, C.M.G,, late Commis-
sloner ‘for- the Cock Islands, and now

S.M. at Hamilton, The natives knew
that Mr. Platts was far overseas, yet
his volee, which they knew well, . was
heard clearly and distinectly, This caus-
ed greater wonderment than did the
actual musieal items. The realism of
the occasion was further heightened by
Captain Campbell - hanging a large
photograph of Mr. Platts above  the
loudspeaker. .

The concert was broadecast on Satar-
day, June'8 (Iriday in Rarotonga), the
suggrestion for a special concert having

come from Captain Gampbell who algo
suggested that Mr. Plafty, beloved in
the Islands, should be asked to send
greetings to ‘the native chiefs. Thig
Mr. Platts kindly consented to do, and
journeyed from Hamilton to JAuckland
for the purpose,

Captain Campbell’s 1etter reads as'

follows i— |

“On behalf of the mative chiefs of
Rarotonga who were present at the re-
ception of the broadecast from 1YA on
the evening of June 8, I wish to thank
your eompany for the excellent pro-

“gramme arranged for our entertain-

ment, and particularly to thank you for
giving us all an opportunity to agam
lhear the late Commissioner of these is-
lands, Mr. ¥, W. Platts, C.M.G.

“On receipt of your radio advising
me that Mr, Platts had consented to
speak from 1YA, I erected my set in
one of the large village houses and
tested it out on the evening of June 7,
hoping’ that it would be possible to al-
low a pumber of the patives, in addi-
tion to.the chiefs, to be present, but un-
fortunately static, combined with rain
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on the iron roof completely marred re-
ception, and it seemed probable that it
‘would be very 'unhkely that even a por-
tion of Mr. Platts’ s talk would be and-
ible.

“The following day I erected the set
in g large native are of my -own. This
are (native hut made of thin sticks
tied with bark fibre and roofed with
rau thateh) ig right out at the southern
end of the island, as far away as pos-
sible from the Government radio sta-
tion.

“T fested the set very carefully, and
found some sught set noise, tracing it
to a bad earth. : There was congider-
able static then. " At 7 p.m., our time,
Friday’ eveéning, - (5.10 p.m., Saturday,
N.Z.), the first of the chiefs began to
arrive by car, in most cases motoring
ten miles from the principal village,
The invitation said 9.45, but they did
not intend to be late. )

“You can imagine the scene; a beau-
tiful clear tropic night, with the moon
shining like silver on the coconut palms.
The are Is situated right in the bush,
surrounded by coconut trees, on the top
of two of which the aerial is mounted.
As each car or motor truck arrived
with their parties of men, most of
whom were well past middle age, for &
few moments the lights ¢f the car

lamps -brought -into . prominence the
stems of ' the. coconuts like the
pillars of some gigantic temple,

Then, as they were switched. off, black
darkness for a few moments until the
eyes grew accustomed to the change.
There were handshakes and “kia orans
kotu” greetings, Then they went off
into the “are,” more greetings, and all
sat down to hsten to the “apinga ou’
(the. new thing).

“When the set was switched on the
static had comipletely gone, and there
was not the slightest fading We got
Chlcago, three stations in Sydney, two
in Melbourne, Hobart, and some of the
market reports from Christchureh,
price of oranges and bananas from the'
Cook Islands, as quoted on the market
being -shillings above the returns that
they received here, as per usual,

“Then we hroughi‘ in Auckland, and
they heard for the first time from the
announcer, that & special programme
had been arranged for the benefit of
the South Sea Islands, and that Mr.
Platts was to speak at nine o'clock
(N.Z, time). T had a clock set at New
Zealand time, and it surprised them to
see the difference in the two clocks,

‘and to know that'it was Saturday night

in New Zealand. Of course, some of
them had beer to New Zealand to meet
the Duke of York. but it required radio
to bring the different right home.

“As the first Maori song and the vari-

. ous Hawaiian items citme throtigh with

full speaker volume they weie delight-
ed, but slightly inclined to regard it
as very much like a gramophone. At
last came 9 o'clock. Then the an-
nuncer gave ont the weather report.

- One could almost feel the disappoint-

ment; they were sure Mr. Platts was
not Uoing' to speak but no one made a

sound ; then came his greetings, begln-*
ning " ‘Kia Orana ki Tinomana Ariki,’

. leaned nearer

Impressive Storp of Speczal Transmz.s'szon .

ete, just at nine, I had hung a photo-
gmph of Mr. Plaits above'the machine,
and every eye was lit op’ 'and fixed on
the photograph. 'As he v&ent on they
and ' nearer’ to the
machine. When he ﬁnishad thene was
not & word until - well: into ﬁhe next
itemn, and then I am nﬁran;l |they aid
not hear much of it, Those who could
understand BEnglish . explamed to.those
who could mot, and I, was asked fo
send you a radio first thmg to give you
our thanks. This I.did." ‘slould
decode, ‘Delighted, neception ‘perfect,
express our thanks,” and 'we. hope you
have done this to the staff of YA also.
. “The chiefs listened ‘to". -every item
with a new interest, and when the spec-
ial ‘Good night’ came, followed by the
Nautional Anthem, they ali- stood up,
and the Native pastor, gn’behalf of all,
expressed thanks for the'opportunity
of seeing and hearing ‘anothér -of the
marvellous works of thewhite man.

“It was nearly 1 a.m, a8 the last ear
moved off into the --dnrk_ness, not ‘to
seek their beds, bat to spread the news
from end to end of the island that they
had heard Mr. Platts speak the same
as if he stood before them. -

“In the ResidéntAgent's
Mangaia Island a grgup of: "Europeans
listened to Mr, Platts’s ‘greeting,

“At Rarotonga I.wds the:only Eyro-
pean present, and it wag: ah'expemence
T will remember for eve:r wi ﬂelight »

NOW that ' the - Postmaster-General

bas decided to counteﬂsmce the use
of B.B.C. stdtions for television tests,
the Baird company Ag.-confident that
experiments ean be smrted before the
opening of the Bmokqmns Park sta~
tion in J uIy i

Are

You
Having
Trouble ?

‘Poes your Set fall short n’
expectations ? -
If so, do you know where to: lm
for the trouble? :
The 1929-30 Listener’s = Guide
has a Special Service Section to
help you.” - -
A selection of the topics -in-
valuable to the amateur are:—
Absence of Signals.
Dead Spots.
Weak. Reception.
‘Distortion, Noises. -
How]ing and Neutralization.

Now available from all
Dealers at 2/6 or -

Direct from - the - Publishers.
with 3d. Postage added.
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