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THE N.Z. RADIO RECORD.

Views and .SuggeStions of a Listener

Various Controversial Points Discussed

THH writer of the letter belaw first

forwarded his article. to the
Radlo Broadcasting Coy., which duly
. replied to him. We are therefore
able to present both sides for the
views of readers.

‘A Rewew. o

LANQII\G over 'last week’s issue of
R the “Radio “Record,” I noticed
n aarticle “dealing with the present
¢ ism of the Radio Broadeast Co.,
M The article referred

ity work
and in its

to sets out various points, an

way 1s a very fair commentary. There

is, however, another side of the mat-
ter, -and as listeners—either past or
present, are invited to give their views,
the following remarks are submitted :—

Taking my own case first: I have
been a listener for over two years. I
have not rénewed my license for pre-
sent year, and do npot intend to while
the conditions continte -as at this
wutmg. Now for reasons i—

First. —No varlety to speak of—all
programmes possess the “sameness” of
the average boarding-house breakiast.
Select any programme at random and
compare it with another ‘of 18 months
back; what general difference or. im-
provement is there?
- the .R.B.C., through the “Record,”
took a vote to find the popular tastes
in the -different centres of New Zea-
land, This test certainly showed how
foud the listening public is of “jazz,”
heavy operatic items, etc.,, and gave
the verdict in no uncertain manner.
What notice was taken of this “vote”?
Apparently none.

Secondly.—Too much gramophone.
This averages nearly half of total time.
Now, 'most of uws have- machines of
our own and can use them to suit our
tastes; de.: what we like, and when
we like. it.” To run a four-tube set
costs in my case £8 per year, including
Hcense, batteries, valve replacements,
and sundries, entirely too much ‘to pay
for the privilege of listening to some-
body else's records. )

‘Thirdly.—~In changing children’s
hour and replacing it with more
graimophone, " you bave lost many
friends. This children’s hour ap-

;feﬂls to thousands of parents, who now

“odch home of an evening ({rom work)
‘toc late to listen to 'what, in my very
humble opinion, was the brightest,
happiest, and most “real” part of the
entire ‘day's programmes. - o these
folkg the “Aunts” and “Uncles” ‘were
real, living friends, who they now

) rarely if ever bear-—they are moved

.

away to make room for another dozen
gramophone records of very doubtful
usical yuality. -

Fourthly-—Too mueh “jazz'” Some
listeners, of course, like this sort of
thing, -but many more detest.it—aach

Some time back .

pays the same license fee and is en-
titled to consideration in proportion to
their nuniiers; still I would suggest
keeping the diﬁerent classes of music
separate, so that the many who dis-
like what a friend of the writer calls
“musical garbage” will know when to
switeh off the set.

Probably someone will suggest to
switch in anether station; but the
majority know this camnot be done
with the ordinary  commercial set
while 2YA is on the air—so they either
have.to accept what thiz station puts
out, or shut down salfogether. Ques-

tion: Why shou!d this station, with its
huge  power, be permitted to “poison
the ether” for listeners who do not
Thig phrase is not

like itg items.

tisements in the “Record,” specially
featuring the fact: “Will cut out 2YA”
as the strongest inducement te buy—
and it is!

In another part of the “Radio Re-
cord” joy is expressed at the number
of licenses already issued this year,
and this is taken to mean approval of

the R.B.C’s. poliey.  Good; but how
many of these are normal unew
licenses? FHow many are due to the

“Southern Cross” accident (and res-
cue), ete.? Then, consider how many
of the older class of licenses are uot
being renewed, and the crowd who are
dropping out of the “ragdio” circle for
some of the reasons set out above.
Personally the writer knows of a very
great number who are disgusted and

“THE CLARION QUARTETTE.

A talented group, ‘whose items from

1YA, Auckland, are a feature of the

programmes

original, but was used in conversation
by a party to whom the writer was
introdueing a2 modern four-tube set.
His remarks were: “As I see it, I am
compelled to pay 30/- yearly for pro-
grammes that I do not want, and pay
this to help 2XA poison the ether so
that T cannof receive the other New
Zealand and Australian stations that I
do want, the latter of which get no
part whatever of this fee?”

These are not exactly the writer's
ideas, but they certainly represent the
opinlon of many hundreds in Welling-
ton at least, Reduce the power of
local station It is not necessary—
erystal users had better recepiion when
2YB was Dbroadcasting from Jlocal
station some time back on the lower
power. If a cut were made it would
allow all set owners to operate in com-
fort; at present many valve set owners
feel they are being squeezed out for
the sake of crystal users and are re-
sentful—very. What this interfer-
ence really means is shown by adver-

disappointed and refuse to re-license.
Iere, undoubtedly, is to be found the
reason for the various societies lately
coming into existence, most of which
are frankly antagonistic to the R.B.C.
and its work, or policy. The agita-
tion for B class stations in the country
is largely due to same cause. People
are nof satisfied, they think the com-
pany is “getting into a’rut” and uneeds
some competition to stir it up.
Zealand ought to have 65,000 listeners’
licenses or more. We are making no
progress. Why? In conclusion, the
writer believes that the company is
really trying to make 2 success, and
actually endeavouring to please the
public.  Possibly some facts from the
listener’s side may help, and it is with
this In view that thege notes have
been written.—*os."”

. Company in Rep]y; ‘

IN reply, the General Mdhager of the
. Radio Broadeasting Coy. wrote

m detail i —

- considerable improvement

New

Programmmes.—The  sources from
which talent for ‘our programmes is
drawn are limited, particnlarly as we
are not in a position to send ariists
on tour among our stations or impors,
special, entertainers from overseas.
Such an arrangement is one worthy
of consideration when circomstances
permit, but in the meaniime we are of
the opinion that as a result of co-
operation between the Company and =
the available artists at each of the -
centres, including those from over-
seas who are visiting the Dominion,
is  potice-
able in the programmes.

Since the inception of the Company
it has been apparent to us that it is
an impracticability to please everyone
at all times. It is evident that each
listener it entitled to consideration in
that his license fee contributes to the
service, but it is an unfortunate edr-
cumstance that as promoters of a
public wutility we are unable to in-

dividualise in arranging our pro-
grammes, but must formulate our’

plans generally in accordance with the

A NEW LEADER
IN
RADIO EFFICIENCY

THE

“COURIER”
JUNIOR

MODEL 3

The best .quality parts are used
throughout, and the Set presents
a2 very atltractive appearance in' its
Brown Croeodile Leatherette Cabi-
net, measuring 10%in, x© 6in. high,
'J‘he Set will zive loudspeaker re-
ception of - Australian and New
Zealand -stations—performing with
astounding efficiency when coupled
to & good aerial. Battery con-
sumption is reduced to a minimum,
thug the cost of upkeep is next to
nathing,

Write to-day :tor ¥ree YHustrated
Yeaflet on *Courfer’ Radios.

Price, complete £l7 / 17 / -

(Accessorles Included inv Price.)

Wholesale only
feom Manuvfectorers

J. WISEMAN
& SONS LTD.

ALBERT ST.,
AUCKLAND.

i

SIMPLE

A
\/‘v\/

FPOWERFUL

THE ATRZONY, THREE 18 GUARANTEED ¥FO8 TWELVE MONTHSE. .

~ ®* AIRZONE THREE

BEAUTIFUL -~

Distributors: J. J. BMYTH & €0, 1 Victoris 36, Wellipghow,

L

\-"‘N

’ Mmjwerrwhe&

1



