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THE unsettled condition of the atmo-
2 sphere of late has apparently been
responsible for most peculiar vagaries in
long-distance reception. **Switch” has
‘observed that on some evenings the Aus-
tralian stations have been louder at, say,
8§ pm., New Zealand time, than at 11
p.n,  This is contrary to results ob-
“tained under normal conditions.

ELLINGTON listeners have read
with interest of the nightly recep-
of 2YA, Wellington, by the Byrd

Fixpedition men down in the frozen Ant-
arctic. The big station continues to
perform magnificenily, and not a few
‘Wellingtonians obtain  fair loudspeaker
receplion from ecrystal sets without any
valve amplification. - The writer heard
reception from such a combination re-
cently, and 2YA -was audible forty feet
away from the loudspeaker in anmother
room with the doors closed. The receiv-
ing gerial was about half & mile from
2YA’s transmitting aerial.

:AN inquirer ecall on “Switeh” recently
for advice regarding loudspeaker re-
ception from 2YA, using only a erystal
set, 'The type of loudspeaker recommend-
ed was one with a thumbserew for deli-
eately adjusting its diaphragm. There
are, however, some fairly sensitive loud-
speakers which do not have an adjustable
diaphragm. These should be tried out
first to sscertain their capabilities, The
crystal set should have a firgt-clasy de-
tecting medium——either a catwhisker com-
bination or & very sensitive -semi-perman-
ent erystal. If a copper catwhisker is
employed the contacting tip should be
kept fairly bright with an occasional rub
with a piece of fine glass paper. 'The
earth wire must be soldered to the water-
pipe or ‘whatever type of “earth” used.
The aerial should be as high as possible,

WB'ILE on the .subject of erystal sei-
- V¥ Joudspenker reception of 2YA Wel-
Iington, the best performance of its kind
reported to “Switch” is that of the equip-
ment of Mr. J. King, Lower Hutt. Mr.
King's residence iz about eight miles
from the 2YA transmitting station, yet
he obtains fair loudspeaker reception of
2Y Awith his erystal set, without any
form of amplification. ¥He uses a loud-
speaker with an adjustable diaphragm,
which can be heard in the room adjoin-
ing that in which the speaker is located.
“Switeh” would like to hear of a better
performance than the above if anyone
Inows of one.

‘A S a Maori concert is to be broadeast

from 2YA Wellington within a few
~weeks, the auggestion has been made that
one or two of the older generation of
Maoris be induced to sing a real Maori
song before the microphone. Thanks to
the art of a few New Zealand composers
some beautiful Maori songs have been
brought out, and are a delight to listen~
ers, but they are merely the pakeha's
conception of Maori music. -As the years
creep past there is a very real danger
of the traditional Maori songs passing
into ‘oblivion.

ON’ the oceasion of a big Maori concert
. at the studios of 2YA Wellington,
a couple of years ago, a stalwart old
Msaori man was persuaded .by the writer
to ging one of the old-time gongs of his
race while the Maoris were having sup-
per. The siation had closed dowm, but
-the song was sung before the gathering
in the supper room. It proved a revela-
tion fo the younger Maoris and the
pakehas present. The only “fly in the
ointment”. was the length of the song,
which agsumed the difiensions of a serial
kinema picture. However, the voealiat
eventually concluded,” and received ‘s
hearty zound of applause.

ing and distortion is rampant.
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THE old eylindrieal type of gramophone

" by which any amateur ig able to take
a record is still- obtminable. Some months
ago the writer watched a friend taking a
record of an- item transmitted by 2YA,
Wellington. 'The record was subse-
quently run’ through, and proved exira-
ordinarily successful when an eleetric
pick-up was utilised for reproduction.
Not so long ago a singer at 8YA was
heard direct and through a gramophone
record. Listeners in Wellington had dif-
ficulty in deciding which was the singer
or the record.

THE attitude of an experienced listen-
er on the subject of whether the
Wellington Radio Society should recom-
mend the Broadeasting Company to sub-
stitnte musie for foothall relays iz as
follows: (1) The Wellington Radio So-
ciety’s membership may be likened to a
drop of water in a bucket in proportion
to the numbers who listen te 2YA. There-
fore, the society is mot in a position to
assume the status it shounld possess be-
fore urging such a radical change in the
broadeasting serviece which may affect
the pleasure of so many. (2) g[‘he only
means of obtaining a knowledge of the
wishes of the majority is by & plebiscite.
(3) The Broadeasting Company has more
to lose or gain than the Radio Society in
directing its own policy, on the subject
of pleasing the majority of listenerx. (4)
One afternoon in a week, devoted to
New Zealand’s national sport, is not a
gerious encroachment on the number of
afternoon sessions per week, and zmmst
appeal to a large number of ligteners.

SEVERAL thousands of New Zealand

listeners are interested in the news °

that the contraect for .all Australian “A”
class stations’ programmes has been let
to a newly-formed Australian Broadeast-
ing Comnany embodying Messrs, Fuller,
Unjon Pietures, and Alhert and Co..
Sydney. The Sydney “Wireless Weekly”
says :—“Listeners-in are promised the
benefit of the Fuller Company’s various
theatrical presentations.  Artists under
their eontrol who are suitable: for broad-
cagting will be. reidily availahla Sir
Beniamin Fuller has mno intention of
pushing his own artists down the throats
of listeners-in, as he puts it. He =wrishes
to serve the public from the semse of na-
tional responsibility. and will tolerate
nothing in the Broadeasting Company’s
activities which will not elevate the stand-
ard of broadeasting services. Sir Ben-
jamin Fuller’s great interest in educa-
tional matters is well known., ¥e has en-
dowed a2 bursary in perpetuity, and is
ever faking an active part in the educa-
tional affairs of the community.”

TH Messre. Fullers® venture into

the higher forms of entertainment
than vaudeville during recent years they
have now heen placed in a .position to
cater for all clasges of tastes from thosr
who relish grand opera down to those
who nrefer red-nosed comedians,  The
operationg of the new Australian Broad-
casting Company commence within a3 few
weeks, and New Zealand listeners may
be said to be awaiting developments with
eagerness. i

MR. ROSS A, HULL. formerly Federal
gecretary of the Wireless Imstitute
of Australia, has returned %o Syduey
after an absence .of three years spent in
America. He states thrt Australia iz @
veritable paradise so far as atmospheric
conditions are .coneerned, static being
consistently fierce in the United . States,
especially on the Atlantic side, and fad-
Mr. Hull
asgerts that the giant broadrast station
WEAF New York, using 50,000 watts
power, at 90 miles disfance smounds - as
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though it were 3000 miles away., Taking
this into consideration, New Zealand lis-
teners will appreciate the wide radius
swept by the YA stations. :

I‘IR. Ross Hull has a gentle tilt at the

quality of transmission by the much-
vaunted Australiai stations, and the in-
capability of many receiving sets in Aus-
tralia to reproduce with good tome. Xe
remarks : “It must be established, by some
means or other, that broadeasting at its
best actually has an entertainment valne
quite uneqgualled in any feld, and that eur
present transmissions (in Ausiralia}, and
particularly our present reception, are so
far removed from broadcasting at its best
as to be acclaimed as passable only by
those who have heard no other.”. One
may remark, “distance lends enchant-
ment,” and thosé New Zealanders who are
giveu to going int ecstacies over the tonal
qualities of the Australians may pause,
now, and thirk a while,

NEW Zealand broadeasting though com-
pelled t6 work on a much smaller
population than that of Australia, the
ratio being about one-sixth, has to main-
tain four broadeast stations to Austra-
liz’s eight, Yet the percentage of listeners
per ratio of 100 of population in New
Zealand (sbout 3.05) commpares very fav-
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- Zealand service.

ourably with that of Australia (4.73).

It must be remembered, aiso, that a defi-

nite broadeasting service commenced in
Australia quite three years before the New
Even with a start of
three years the Commonwesith has  not
gained much of a lead over the Dominion.

HOSH listeners in New. Zealand who
complain that 2YA Wellington is
distorted ai distances of upwards of a
hundred miles away, in some places, will
find interest in the fact that listemers
round shout Newcastle, only seventy
miles from Sydney, cannot get good re-
ception of the big stations in Sydney ow-
ing to severe distortion. The probiem has
become so sgerious that with the taking

‘over of the broadeasting in Australia the
.Commonwealth Government proposes to

endeavour to overcome the disability ex-
perienced by Newecastle listeners.

THE theory that sunspots have a miark-

ed effect pon long-distance radie re~
ception has a strong supporter in Pro-
fessor Stetson, of the astronorpical Iabo-
ratory of the Harvard University, U.S.A.
New Zealand listeners may look forward
to poor reception about the end of this
year owing fo great sunspot activity, as~
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FADA 16 ALL-ELECTRIC
This receiver is encased in an ornamental metal cabined, velvetes
finish, effecting a pleasing and handsome appearance,

Single tuning contrel, illuminated dial.

Receiver consists of three. stages of tuned radio frequency awaplifi-
cation, detector, and two stages of audio amplification, one. e
which is a stage of push-pull power amplification.

Jacks are provided at rear of cabinet to sccommodate gramophone
Utilising the powerful push-pull amplification o
magnificent reproduction from gramophone records

cording to Professor Stetson. )

o«

Receiver employs total of eight valves eonsistiné of five 227 '
indirect heater valves, two 171A
rectifier, PRICE, complete with Valves ..ccvceoso £56 /5 /,,

FADA CONE SPEAKER at £9/10/- maiches
the Metal Cabinet of the FADA 18

New Zealand Distribuiors: :

NATIONAL

type power valves, and one

~ ELECTRICAL and ENGINEERING Codnd.

AUCKLAND, WELLINGTON, CHRISTCHURCH, DUNEDIX, -
HAMILTON, WANGANUI, TIMARU,



