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+ The Eternal Night

Down at Antarctic
(From R. Leslie Jones, Lyall Bay.)
“WE think of you dui'iﬂ_g your Bter-

nal Night,” . -

"Phese words, uttered on Saturday
night, June 1, Wwith dramatic force
by Announcer James Wallington from
broadeast station WGY, Schenectedy,
New York, meant much to Commander
Byrd and hiy gallant men now located
at “Little America” in the Amtaretic,
and algo the thousands who had the
opportunity of listening to the splendiid
musiéal programme broadeast by WAL
(780 kllo-cycled) and allled statiohs
iiéw (9530 K.(\) and 2XAD (15,340

L), - ’

Tie Chéckers Cab Company provided
a fine programine; some bright orcheés-
tral items included, a feature being
“King of the South Pole,” specially
dedicated to Commander Byrd, and
sung by a lady. Loud applause in the
studio gréeted this and each other
item. “Sweet Rosie (’Grady” was an-
other itexs much enjoyed.
© Titerspersed b fhe programme weve
a few short talks by personal friends
of Commander Byrd's party. A budget
of messages were reid out to. members
of the expedition, both at the “Frozen
South” and alse abroad the City of
New York and Elliney Bolling,’ now 1y-
ing at Dunedin waiting for the ice to
break up af the polar regions. .
* Home of the messages caused nof a

~Alttle laughter, and some of the others .

.created perhaps a little ~ pathos. A
large variety of subjects was touched
upon, from “The Baby’s Progress” -to
“The Tenth Anniversary of a Wed-
ding,” and & message “From mother,
fatheér, and grandmother” to their bravé
son. many railes away, helped listeners
to visualise a Hfelike picture of the
men down south, and théir pareuts,
relatives, and friends at Home Iisténing
“in &t 2 a.m, in the morning (American
timme), 4 warm summer morning in
New York; a message indicating that
a small shave of the colder atmosphere
of the Antarctic would bé very accept-
able in New York at the present time,
The radio-engineer of the U.8. Army
Signal Corps spoke to the radio engi-
neer at “Little America,” offéring con-
gratulations for thé magnificent radic
work being perfarmed at the Antarctie,
Mr. Russell Owen, the “New York
Thnes” official correspondent with the
espedition, was heartily congratulated
,for his spléndid articles which have
{beq’n appearing in the Press throughout
¢he world.

Icebergs

—

Lecture from 4YA
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UNDER thé auspices of the Otago
W.E.A., Dr. Tochen, of the Uni-
versity of Otago, will deliver a Jecture.
from 4YA on Tuesday, June 18, at 7.30.
No one will deoy that icebergs are
2 menace to shipping., Since the world
was shocked by the dreadful Titanie
disaster there have been several minor
accidents due to the same cause. We
are inclined in New Zéaland to under-
estimate the danger, since our shipping
rarely enters the iceberg zones. . In . a
recent cable message, however, -ope .of
thege rare cases was reported-~a boat
en route from Cape Town {0 Auckland
gighted a lavge iceberg when & few
days out from. South Africa. - The
dangér has been diminished to some ex~
tént by improved stedmship design em-
bodying the use of many water-tight
compartments, but naturally a re
moval of the cause of danger would
be a more thorough and satisfactory
golution to the problem. Besides this,
the composition and gtructuré of thése
large masses of ice and thelr fife his-
tory have attracted the attention of
several notable scientists, For' these
and other reasong the “life and habits”
of icebergs have been closely Ilnvesti-
zated- and more especially since the
war methods tor locating and for de.
gtroying them have been studied prin-
eipally in Canada, whose shipping has

Further homour wag added when s
message from a friend In America to
one of the Byrd party, stated that
pedestrians in a city In U.S.A. -were
compelled to respect the red and green
trafiic signals, and follow wvehicular
trafiic; much fun béing caused when
sage) being quick on the track of the
someone pushed a pedestrizn off the
kerb on to the roadway against the
red signal, the “cop” (stated the mes-
offender, .

Miss Sylvia Kennedy (Miss Scheénge-
tady), recehtly selected ay “Miss New
York State,’ spoke from the studio to
Commander Byrd and party; and at
4.45 p.m. (New Zealand time) the en-
tertaining announcer, James Walling-
ton, speaking from WGY, sald: “We
have now ¢ome to the end of our pro-
gramme ;it is hard to say good-night;
we think of you during your eternal
night.,” : o ' ,

The programme from New York was
received . oun short-wave throughoéut, on
the loudspeaker, and was pérfectly

- clear and steady,
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© beén sérioudly embarrdkted by theéir
‘prevalence.

Icebergs are “born” towards the late

" ‘sommer reund thé edges of ‘the huge

ice-sheets surounding the polar contin-
ents. It may be recalled that Comw
andef Byrd’s boat, thé Clty of New
York, was carried away once when a
huge block of the ice-sheet broke away
from the parent body, The subse-
quent’ histery of the icebergs depends

Jargely on the ocean chrréenty and pre-

valling winds, Thelr otedrrence is
most frequently observed in the North
Atlantic, where the steamérs have for
gatety during the winter months te
adopt 4 more southerly course than the
direct one followed the rest of the year.
Icebergs are déceptive as to slze, for
35 mest people kriow the greater part
of theth iz submerged. Not a few
would be surprised to know that only
about one-tenth of thé volume iu visible.
('The exact proportion ean bhe reckoned
from thé felation that 100 ‘eubic feet
of water expind on freezing to. iform
10D aubic teot of ice.) The problem of
locating icebergs is nmot so difficult as
that of destroying them. In fact this

latter problem has taxed the ingenuity’

of engineers and phygieists very con-
siderably, but it is now niaintained
that a reliable and practical method
hay been discovered and it is' with this
mathod that the lecturette on Juné 18
will ehiefly deal. It i manifestly lm-
possible to destroy icebergs until they
are located and the obvious bug not the
eqsfest or safest method of doing this
is to keep a bright look-out for them
21 the regions where they are most dan-
gerous. This method rather overlooks
the danger to the small éraft doing the
scouting, which have to be speclally

‘eonstrycted lke the Russian Govern-

ment’s icesbreakers, and the prevalence
of togs In thege particuiar reglons. The
distance of the visual horizon is, fn
any case, strictly limited by the height
of the obsérver above the sea lovel
Another method which suggesty itself
is o use some physical property of the
iceberg to enable you to detect it from
& distance, for instance its low tem-
perature, which is, of course, 0 degreds
Centigrade, or ity solidity.
both these properties have beén wutil-
ised, but it Is the solidity together with
a meang of producitg and recording
suitable sound waves which has led to
the hest method of location.
the lecturer will also deal.
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Well-known , Euroz’iedn v
Conductor Talks on Broad-
- casting i

THE conduetor of the Pavlova Orxchés-
* tra, Blfrem Kurtz, paid a surprise
visit to the studios of the Netw South.
Wiles. Broadcasting Company Limited
during the week, and expressed him-
self in enthusifstic terms of the up-to-
date studlos from which 2I'C pro-
grammes are transmtited, and algo the
standard of music in New South Wales,
Mr. Kuriz has been intimately associ-
ated with the Stuttgart Broadeasting
statfon for the pagt five years. He is
the .musical director, and is chiefly
concerned with conductlng orchestral -
perforinances, many of which are
broadeast from the principal théatres.
It was interesting to learn that list-
éners in Germany pay at the rate of 25,
per month, Hnglish wmoney, for their
lidenge, which agrees with the 24s. a
yéar paid by Australian listeners,
The Postal Department in Germany
deduct one-twentisth, or a little oveér
1s. a year for administration or ebl-
1ection. In Australia the departmaeéntal
deduetion is ds. per listéper's Heense.
The transmission side in Germany ean
be run more.cheaply than i the ease
here, and with royalties and copyrights
on a lower scale thére is a bigger per-
centage left for actual programme pre-
sentation. : »
Mr. Kuriz deseribed how the publie
performances of his symphony orches-
tra are broadeast. An orchesira of 85
members plays from the stage of the
theatre, one microphone is suspendéd
(the height of the dress-circle) half-
way between the front row of the
dress-olrele and the progeenium, and
the second microphone suspended very
high up and ditectly on top. of the
orchestra. .o

'HE capacity of an ordinary variable
condeénser iy varied by aitering the
overlap of the two sets of plates, and
this is the same as varing the sige of
the plates or the distance 'between
them, which ever way you like to took -
at it. A fixed condenser 1y simply
one which is nat provided with any
means of adjustment, so its capacity

With this il always be that value marked npon

it, i.e, 00053 mfd,, .0001 mfd., ete., ete
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