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'~ Broadcasting as a Medium of
: - Education
In’tereS'fing. Summary of Possibilities by Dr. J. Hight, M. A.,

)X subject iy “Broadcasting as
2 Medium of Education.”
Broadecasting we .know; but
what is education? This is
ag diffiecult a question ag
what is Truth? Certainly,
e i education i3  not mere
schooling; it is not the formal in-
struction. of the child and the adol-
escenf. It is a process, a complex of
influences at work upon all of -us
through the whole length of our lives;
everything of which we are actively
conscious contributes to it. It is the
leading forth or drawing out of the
mind and its faculties, in the direction
‘of the highest. It iz the cultivation of
what is Dest in man, and, therefore, .
always has reference o some standard
or ideal. One of our Ministers of the
Crown said the other day that he had
been educated, not in the University of
Oxford, but in the University of Life.

HINKLER

& 1.C.S. STUDENT }

The Remarkable 1.C.S.
NEW ILLUSTRATION METHOD
makes Home Study simple and practical
THREE THINGS EYERY MAN WANTS:

‘m ¢
o 9
s To make good; i

T To teceive recognition and honour;

.. To make more money, for money is the
world's standatd of & man’s value, end @
T y & symbol of his success,

THE 1.C.S. TRAINED MAN DESERVES

- THE BIG JOB--AND GETS IT,
¢ International

- gorvespondence Schools z
. (NEW ZEALAND) LIMITED 9

41831 Wakefleld Street, WELLINGTON,.

’ Sirs,—Please send me a free prospectus
e iving full perticulars of afl branches of the z
L profession or accupation before which !

o huve marked X (if your subjectis noton

. th‘u’:’ hslsi'wr'ulo it herc‘soc.mk
E ~—Archilect, - e
. z *Mteh.émughbmun,-—-Sl:rllle:: B“’l:k“h"

¢
§
Age
Address R.R. .
- [ L o 2 2 0 02 2 22 2 8 2 ee]

ookkeeper,
—Cencrefe Contraclor,~Salesman(an, Im::h)

—Building Conlractor,~Sales Laties W riter.

—Carpentar, —Advert rany branch)

*{" a0 Drawer, —Artist (any branch)

—Shire Engivwer,  —Jfoun’isd CGany branch)

~Shire Overscer, ~Qeneral Education,
for Engineer, ‘~Language (G'phone)
tor Mechantc,

~Elactrical Engineer, Spacial Examinstions

—dL

—Accountant{ Inst Ex)

. Mech. Exams, _
~Machanical & n(ln'r,._“ :,I&’,"Y,::j,a:{{:?'

—~Mine Elecirician, ..]
—z"ehﬂ;onu‘élccb-.. - gﬁﬁﬁggﬁ?’
—Aeropiane Enginesr. : 0
~Aectoplane Rigger, i'ﬁc,':,l,ﬁ:ﬂ:,:: Dest.
—Textile Expert, —Miilinery,
~Plumber, ~Shotthand-Tuping,
—Mathematician,  ~~Bus, Correspondence

(There are aver 4,000,000 1.C.S, Students,
avar 19,000 of these baing in New Zealand),
ENQUIRIES COSY NOTHING—POST NOW

Name,

Occupation..

Few can claim nowadays that a univer-
gity gives, or ean ever give, a perfect or
-compiete education; a great many re-
cognise that the means of education lie
in ourselves, and all about us ever and
everywhere, but they recognise, too,
that we shall all be the better able
to use these means to the best ad-
vantage in proportion as we have been
influenced by a good school or univer-
sity. '

ROADCASTING affects education
in its widest sense, whether we

like it or not, It is already an influ-
ence permeating the nations. As an
educational medium it has, of course,
suffered from its friends. At the out-
set they sometimes made rather absuard
claims as to its value, It has ifs
limitations. After all, the essence of
the best education is in the direct con-
tact of personalities, and a broadcast-
ing speech, though more vivid than the
printed page, has less abiding force.
But hroadcast is at work upon our
lives, snd@ we should make the best
we can of it. This means organisation
up to a certain point. There is &

special need of this here in New Zea- I

land. Xveryone who goes abroad must
recognise how difficult it is for us here
in these remote islands to keep as fresh
and vigorous and progressive as the
peoples around the centres of culture
and civilisation. Fere is what a
teacher from New Zealand, now on e€x-
change in England, says in the last
“Bducation Gazette” (May 1, p. 90) :—
“I think that, on the average, he (the
English boy) has wider and deeper in-
tellectual interests than his N.Z
brother. Apart from the advantages of
environment, the excellence of variety
of the wireless, which ig in practically
every home, niust give a boy a fund of
{deas and a breadth of intellectual in-
terests for which the colonial youth
cannot hope.”

I THOROUGHLY endorse this opin-

- dom; but no people can succeed
if their intelectual interests are nof
wide and deep. . We in New Zealand
should not dwell in complacent com-
fort, but should strain every effort to
attempt to equalise conditions by
making wholehearted, well-thought-out
and systematic endeavours to give our
young people the stimulus of a per-
fected broadcast.

At Home great attention has been
given to broadeast in- relation to
schooling, The B.B.C. and the Tm-
perial Bducation Conference of 1927
discussed the question very fully and
sammed up thus:—“In the general
discussion, members of the conference
and visitors emphasised the import-
ance of close co-operation between the
broadeasting studio and the teacher,
of good recelving sets, and of careful
preparation before each lesson, To
this end, it was explained. the Cor-
poration arranges for schools to be
visited and issuex literature in con-
nection with the lessons, illustrated by

maps, pictures, ete, besides encourag-
ing regular correspondence from
pupils and the sending of such mattier
as essays and tunes.

.“Phe arrangements hetween the Cor-
poration and the schools in Kent were
explained in detail, special stress be-
ing laid upon the necessity for literi-
ture issued by the studio, for secuving
the active co-operation of the pupils,
and for the careful study by lecturer
and class teacher of the technique of
the wireless station.

“It was generally agreed that wire-
less broadcasting offered a means of
bringing. the inspiration of the expert
with 4 great personality into the
school, that its value was probably
greater in rural schools than in the
large towns, and that its «c¢hief in-
structional use seemed likely to be
found in music and language teachking.
There could be no doubt of its-possi-
bilities as a stimulus and as a means
of spreading adult education by means
of evening talks.”

Adult Education.

HAD the pleasure of being present

during the discussion at the Im-
perial Iducation Conference und what
I say is coloured largely by recollec-
tions of it and the report of a special
committee which examined the whole
question.

These two developments, broadeast-
ing and adult education, are speeial

features of the last 25 years. Their ap- .

pearance together was a happy circum-
stance, destined as one was to help
the other. .

In country districts in Hurope the
war stimulated the formation of elubs,
guilds and institutes, especially of
women. These created a demand for
lectures, plays, concert recitals, ete. In
the towns similar social groups were
formed, with definite eduecational work
in view—literary, musical, dramatie,
sclentifie, artistic.
encouraged the movement, In Bng-
land, e.g., courses of 15 and 18 hours,
even shorter courses and single lec-
tures, were recognised for State grants
in aid. The need in question could not
be satisfied by the regularly continuing
classes that were already in existence
for more or less advanced study. There
was a hungry multitude elamouring
for pioneer single lectures, short
courses, talks on musie, books, drama,
politics. And thinking people began to
realise the immense significance of this
new demand. In our democratie strue-
ture of society everyone has to dis-
charge great responsibilities. And
sound decisions are possible only when
the individual ean free himself from
prejudices of all kinds and maintain
a Just balance between emotion and
reason.

Moreover, the children at school or
college .are fagt advancing in know-
ledge of the newer science of the day,
and mother and father must find a
short and easy way to keep pace with

The Governments:

Canterbury Collegé

them if they are not to be thought old-
fashioned and out of date, and if the
family is not to lose the feeling of in-
tellectual kinghip.

How Broadeasting Can Help, |

AN broadcasting help the preseny
types of adult education? Ud-

doubtedly it can. The ordinary meaxds .

of education do not attract all adults
who would like to have their outlook
broadened. Some shy at the very men-
tion of education; the word arouges
most unpleasant recollections of their
boyhood ; some do not realise the wide
range of interests that education satis-
fies; some have very good reasons for
not leaving home in the evenings;
some live in distriets thinly populated
or remote; some cannot find the money
or the futors; and for the most part
only one subject can be offered at a
time, In all these cases you will easily
see how broadecasting gives Just what
is required.

Some people fear that its appeal
may be too strong, that it will reduce
the number of those who will under-
take really hard intensive sfudy. The
W.E.A, in Ingland feared this; but
the real student will always prefer the
ordinary means of studying if these
can be had; nothing can replace the
personal contact of student and
teacher. The part of broadcast will be
to draw attention to, to stimulate, and
to supplement the activities of educa-
tional bodies. It can arouse interests
in individuals and groups which can
be satisfied only by further study in
regular adult classes. It does this at
the same time that it is keeping people
abreast of the developments in modern
life and giving information not yet
made available in books or periodicals.
The uses and the defects of broadcast
as an educational medium are well
summed up thus:—“It remans as true
as ever that there is no royal road fo
learning and that education in the true

sense does not begin till the learner, by |

his own efforts, begins to master th&-

branch of study he has chosew, Never
theless, it is a great thing to have &
lift on the road and to get, as it were,
a view of the promised country before
embarking on the pilgrimage. To hear
thé great man who has overcome the
difficulties and reached the heights
ought to be a supreme incentive to face
the toil which real learning will de-
mand.” S
What Subjects?

WHAT subjects are best suited to a

broadcast educational pro-
gramme? They are such as will con-
vey new Lknowledge or suggest new
points of view or create new perspecs
tives. (1) Foreign affairs. In many

ways broadcasting is intimately cona

cerned with international relations.
The weekly 15 minutes’ talk on world
affairs in England is very popular and
has a wonderful enlightening *effect.
(2) Empire relations; this is preparae
tory to the time when the members

.
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