
2YB Opened

(Continued from cover.)
Mr. Harris had just telegraphed as
follows: "Much regret being unable to
be present to-night, but am much inter-
ested in listening-in at Sumner to offi-
cial opening. Mayor’s speech is com-
ing through splendidly. Portions of
programme will » be re-broadcast by
2VA and 8YA. Auspicious opening with
excellent programme augurs well for
future of 2YB. Please extend to Mayor,
Mr. Payne, and Radio Society heartiest
congratulations from _ directors of
Broadcasting Company."
"The company," continued Mr. Ball,
"readily responded to the society’s
overtures for two reasons: First, be-
cause as part of its general scheme for
the development of a comprehensive
national service the company had had
in view the erection at New Plymouth
and other suitable places of relay sta-
tions for the purpose of relaying and
re-broadecasting the programmes from
the existing YA stations; and, second-
ly, because the company recognised that
the fact that reception in this district
from its super-power station at Wel-
lington was more or less adversely af-
fected, apparently by the screening ef-
fect of Mount Egmont, afforded rea-
sonable justification for the operationof a local station until such time as it
became possible to erect and operate a
modern relay station. For these rea-
sons, and because of the enthusiasm
manifested by the society, the com-
pany had willingly and gladly extend-
ed to Taranaki listeners, through and
tn co-operation with their society, a
eoncession well beyond the province of
the agreement under which it operated,
and consequently involving the procur-
ing of a special license. He need
searcely add that from the company’s
point of view the scheme under which
2YB had been brought into existence
was not ambitious enough for such a
rising town as New Plymouth and the
prosperous district which it served. The
company would impress upon listeners

that 2YB was not intended to give them
a full broadcast service, but rather to
fill in part the gap occasioned by
exceptional conditions until circum-
stances should have made practicable
the substitution.of something mucb
better and more worthy of Taranaki
as a whole.

H® was optimistic enough to believethat this greatly desired develop-
ment was already in the lap of the very
near future. From the inception of the
existing service the General Manager
of the Broadcasting Company had
visioned a perfected national broadcast
system, in which there should be link-
ed with the four main stations a chain
of efficient relay stations located in the
chief provincial centres, and extending
from one end of the Dominion to the
other, every one capable of effectively
re-broadeasting the programmes sent
out from the four big ‘stations. ‘"Tel-
low New Zealanders, we are indeed a
fortunate people, for we have the op-
portunity of endowing our beautiful
country with a broadcast service which
in conformity with our physical and
material circumstances shall be a ver-
itable model of completeness and effi-
ciency. n
t is my privilege to make publicfact that the General Manager
has already submitted for the con-
sideration of the Government the
carefully formulated outline of a
scheme for such a developmental
extension of the service.
I invite you to try for a moment or two
to visualise such a scheme in opera-
tion. Picture to yourselves a unified
broadcasting service having pri-
mary stations in the main cen-
tres and relay stations-or broad-
cast outposts, if you will-in the larger
provincial towns such as Hamilton,
New Plymouth, Wanganui, Palmerston
North, Gisborne, Napier and Hastings,
Nelson, Greymouth, Timaru and In-
vercargill. Picture all these centres
connected by land-line in such a way
that any matter of national import-
ance or interest occurring at any one
of these points will be automatically

proudcast at any point where there is
a stution. In this way New Ply-
mouth, for instance, will be brought
constantly into touch with events hup-
pening in any other part of the Do-
minion, and suuilarly, every other part
of the Dominion will be kept in touch
with important happenings in New
Plymouth, and this entirely regardless
of atmospheric conditions. Such a
system wall brag to uit listeners the
joy of undistorted reception and . to
many, many thousands the boon of
crystal reception. ‘he company’s
ideal is to make it possible for the re-
motest listeuer within the confines of
the Dominion to "tune in" under the
best possible conditions and with the
assurance of receiving satisfactorily
that to which he or she desires te
listen, whether it be entertainment, in-
formation or instruction. The experi-
ence of other countries proves beyond
all question that there is only one pol-
icy under which this ideal is attain-
able in a country such as ours-the
policy of unified private management
under Government regulation.
* WSL, ladies and gentlemen,

this
is not the time nor the occasion
for a lengthy address. Broadeast talks
must necessarily be brief, and I. doubt
if 1 should have been able to hold your
attention for so loug, were it not that
you are waiting in pleasant and, I
hope, not too impatient, expectancy
for the good fare that is to follow.
However, before closing 1 feel that I
ought to take this opportunity of as
suring you that the company’s plan of
development is by no means limited
to the technical side of the service.
Programme improvement commensur
ate with available resources is a
fundamental plank in the company’s
policy; but beyond that there is a greatfield of national service of inestimable
yalue to the community which the
company is eagerly anxious to explore.
Let me give you a brief glance into just
one corner of that field, so that you
may sense the tremendous potential
ity of broadcasting as an aid to thé
(leyelopment of primary production.
As the result of carefully gleaned in
formation the company is convinced
that by the systematic broadeast of
scientific instruction the productivity
of the country can be enormously in
creased and the material wealth and
prosperity of the community propor-
tionately enhanced. At the request of
the general manager, one of the most
eminent scientific authorities in the Do-
minion, Dr. Chilton, is at the moment
engaged in investigating the possibili-
ties of such a service, and we are
hopeful that he will be able to formu-
late a scheme which in operation will
result in the wringing of additional
millions from our soil.

Words of Advice.
"AND now, finally, just a few wordsto the officers and members of
the North Taranaki Radio. Society.
You have got Station 2YB. What
are you going to do with it? Make
the most of it, no doubt. But how?
As Shakespeare says, ‘Ah, there’s the
rub,’ for there is just the danger that
in making the most of it in accord-
ance with the inspiration of a too
abundant enthusiasm you may strain
the breaking-point its limited capa-
bilities. Discreetly operated in con-
formity with the facilities at your
command it will unquestionably prove
a boon to your community, and these
few words are uttered in the hope

that they may induce you to nurse -"
that boon with the utmost cure. My
advice to you, if 1 may be permitted
to offer it, is to take the long view,to always remember that those talent-
ed. people upon whom you must rely
to provide you with ‘aeceptable jpro-
grammes are limited in number uud
that to work the willing horse to
death is a suicidal policy. Better,I think you will agree, to give your
listeners two good broadcasts a week
than to run the dual risk of wearyiug
them by too frequetit and inevitable
repetition, and of wearing out the en-
thusiasm of your willing helpers. o
long as 2YB in its present form re-
mains an active unit in our broadcast
system, so long may it enjoy unbroken
reign of popularity and pros rity.
That, I assure you, is the sincere
of the general manager. directors,
officers of the Broadcasting Cé
pany." oe

A Big Yenture.
R. E. PAYNE, president of the
North Taranaki Radio Society, in
heartily thanking the Radio Broadcast-
ing Company for its co-operation, said
that the society realised that it had un-
dertaken a very big venture in 2YB,
and knew that it must seek and obtain
the full and whole-hearted support of
the entire province, Thanks were due
to those who had given financial as-
sistance to the society, especially Col-
liers, Limited, for the free use of their
splendid building. "Mr. Ball’s pro-
nouncement concerning the future pol-
icy marked," said Mr. Payne, "an im-
portant event in the history of radio
broadcasting in New Zealand, and
would undoubtedly be received with
the greatest pleasure by the districts
intimately concerned." He extended
Taranaki’s congratulations to those dis-
tricts.
Mr. Payne was able to announce that
they had already received congratula-
tory messages from Dargaville in the
north and from Christchurch in the
south. From that evenins 2YB would
be at home to all Taranaki. The North
Turanaki Radio Society would like the
province to feel that the station was
their station, and trusted that in the
very near fuure it would be a constant
and very welcome guest * every fire-
side in town and country.

A COMPREHENSIVE and appreci-ated musical programme was then
given. Reception, as already indicated,
proved satisfactory over a wide area,
except in a fan-shaped area extending
from Opunake on the west and the
south of Mount Egmont to Stratfard
in the east. In the Hawera,
ception was good, but on the faint e,
the strength being not equal to that at
which 2YB was received from Christ-
church in its preliminary test. This is
interesting confirmation of the disabil-
ity under which Taranaki has been
held to suffer by reason of the mass of
Mount Bgmont. It is plain, .-however,
that the station will be of immense
value to Taranaki rudi reception and
materially to the scope of radio in that
district,
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