
of high treason, but died on the jour-
ney at Leicester Abbey.
Miss Madge Horn will give a dra-
matie recital, "Cardinal Wolsey medi-
tates at Hampton Court," at 1YA on
Thursday, May 16, on the Radio So-
eiety’s programme.

The Gypsy Opera.
"The Bohemian Girl" remains one
of the most successful operas in Bng-
lish ever produced. It was composed
by an Irishman, Michael Balfe, in
1848. The plot is from Cervantes’
"Preciosa." Thaddeus, a Polish noble-
man, is exiled and joins a band of
gypsies. The leader of the band is
Devilshoof, who steals the five-year-old
daughter, Arline, of Count Arnheim.
Twelve years elapse, and Arline falls
in love with Thaddeus, who, however,
is looked upon with favour by the
Gypsy Queen. She falsely accuses Ar-
line of theft, and she is brought be-
fore the Count to be tried. He recog-
nises his daughter, and she returns to
him. She pines for her gypsy friends
and her lover, and Devilshoof arranges
a meeting -between the lovers. The
queen discloses his hiding-place to the
Count, who is furious, and only con-
siders Thaddeus as a prospective son-
in-law when he learns of the young
man’s true rank and station.
On Friday, May 17, at 2YA, the or-
chestra will play the overture, and a
record of vocal gems from "The Bo-
hemian Girl’ will be used.

Hugo Via Verdi.
HE text of Verdi’s "Hrnani"’ is
taken from Victor Hugo’s "Her-
nani." Hugo did his best to prevent
the performance of this unauthorised
operatic version of his work, and a
. compromise had to be made by calling
the opera "Il Proseritto," and changing
the nationality of the characters and
their locals to Italian and Italy. The
well known. "O Sommo Carlo" (Oh,
Noble Carlos) occurs in the finale of
the third act. Don Carlos, King of
Spain, overhears Ernani and Silva
plotting to kill him. He reveals him-
self, and orders their instant execu-
tion.. Elvira, betrothed to Silva, but
in love with Ernani, makes an impas-
sioned appeal for their lives. The
king pardons the plotters and unites
Blvira and Ernani, while the assem-
bled courtiers acclaim the nobility of
his action.
A record of this solo sung by Ric-
eardo Stracciari and chorus, will be
used at 4YA on Monday, May 13.

The Linden Tree.
‘*J)ER LINDENBAUM," the Linden( ' Tree, is from Schubert’s last

_ eycle of songs, "The Winter Journey,"
written just before he died. The poem
is by Muller, and is the musing of a

lover who stands by a lime tree on
which he has carved the words of love
in days long past. There are many
beautiful effects in this beautiful melo-
dy, with its artistically conceived
piano part, but perhaps the most ap-
pealing is where the poet describes the
eold wind rising.
Miss Mollie Andrews will sing "The
Linden Tree’ from 4YA on Monday,
May 18.

Our Mail Bag
Will correspondents please practice brevity, as heavy demands are now
made on space. All letters must be signed and address given as proof
of genuineness; noms de plume for publication are permitted, Address
correspondence Editor, "Radio Record," P.O. Box 1082, Wellington.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
"ACH" (Wellington).-No; the Wur-
litzer Organ installed in the ‘De
Luxe" Theatre has never been
broadeast by 2YA.

Port Nicholson Band Appreciated.
WHILE listening-in last evening tothe relay of the recital by the
Port Nicholson Silver Band from the
Grand Opera House. I was pleased
with the rendering of the hymn
"Nearer, my God, to Thee," and in
particular the second verse. I have
not heard prior to this of brass bandsusing the "intermittent" system .of
breathing in this country. It is about
seventeen years since the writer was
playing in a brass band at a contest
-in which this method was employed.
In the writer’s opinion it conduces to
smoothness and renders the playing of
heavy movements and _ crescendoes
easier on the players. Associated with
the writer in the same band at the
contest was the well-known cornet-
player Mr. W. Stevenson, who, I be-
lieve, is in Wellington at the present
time, as is also the conductor, Mr. >
A. Sutherland, who put the system into
use with the band and church choirs.I listened-in but a short time to LYA
broadeasting on relay from Welling-
ton. What I heard was free from
noises and quite clear, with good L.S.
yolume. In the writer’s opinion there
will be a good number of people up
and down New Zealand looking for the
item set down as "Tacet," with the
possible exception of drummers. Wish-
ing the "Ra?io Record" and the Radio
Broadcasting Company every success.-I am, ete¢., A. E. ELLISTON (Reef
ton)
Rebroadeast Appreciated.
WOULD like to express my thanks
to the Broadcasting Company for
the initiative they displayed in relay

ing from 38LO, Melbourne, the descrip
tion of the Leckie-Wilson contest. The
relay was successful from every point
of view, and, I feel sure, was much
appreciated by boxing fans throughout
New Zealand. I am also looking for
ward to the dinner session music from
2YA. Before closing, just a word in
seaso.. regarding Sunday programmes.
Station 1YA, to my mind, are broad
casting music per gramophone which
does not meet with the tastes of most
music-lovers. What is wanted is music
with more life in it-cheerful, bright
music — instead of the religious pro
grammes at present broaccast. I like
church broa.least in the evening, but
when you get it all day Sunday it
begins to pall on one. Also, I think the
literary selection would be improved
by its omission from the programme.--
W. K. McLEAN (Glen Massey).

Saturday Broadcasts.
V E are in business as radio dealers,and naturally it is through the
Broadcasting Company, or by a de
monstration of their programmes, that
we are able to interest prospective
clients in radio receivers. Whilst fully
appreciating the efforts you are making
towards perfecting wireless broadcast
ing, we feel we have a cause for com
plaint. Most receivers are sold upon
their reception of a musical programme
and we feel it would be to the better
interests of both yourselves and radio
dealers generally, if you would arrange
to give at least onemusical programme
on Saturday afternoons. At the pre
sent time, no matter in which direction
one turns, one merely logs football or
racing, and we assure you, in giving a
cemonstration, with probably a shopfull of clients, a description of an
average football match is not conducive
to sales. We feel sure that it would be
to our mutual advantage could you
arrange for alternate programmes of
sport and musie from 2YA and 1YA
on Saturday afternoons. At all events
the suggestion may be worthy of your
consideration, as the writer has dis
cussed the matter with other radio
dealers of this town, and can assure
you there is a consensus of opinion,
that week-end broadcasts should not
consist entirely of sport. Do not for
one moment consider that we are not
interested in sport in general. We have
players on the staff besides enthusiasts.—

but at the moment we are viewing
the point from a business possibilitythat is to say, sales.-H. T. COOPER
P.S.: In view of the fact that the
cost of a dealer’s license has rise 150
per cent., from a business proposition,
we can expect at least 75 per cent. bet-
ter service, or at least should expect it.
We will hope that quite a proportionof this extra fee will be used in this,
direction.

1812."I was surprised to read the statementthat the performance by the Wel-
lington Symphony Orchestra of the
1812 Overture with full orchestral: ef-
fects would be the initial performance
in that direction in New Zealand. This
is hardly correct. The Auckland Or-chestral Society gave it over twenty-
five years ago, with full orchestra
and brass band, and also with artillery
effects. They had guns going off in
the corridors of the old Choral Hall in
Auckland, and the right "atmosphere"
was secured very for the
place reeked with gunpowder smoke. I
understand also that the Christchurch
Orchestral Society and Woolston Brass
Band gave the same item in combina-
tion in Christchurch a number of years
ago. I'urther, the Auckland Bohemian
Orchestra, of about 80 performers, hasgiven it in the fullest manner several
times.
I mention these prior performances
not in any desire to discredit the am-
bitious effort of the Wellington Sym-
phony Orchestra, to which I extend
best wishes for fullest success, but to
do justice to the other organisations
which have served their public well in
the past by undertaking full orchestral
performances. I may say that I listen-
ed in to the 2YA relay of the opening
concert of the season by the Welling-
ton Symphony Orchestra, and heartily
congratulate Mr. de Mauny upon the
stiecess aechieved.-MUSIC (Auckland).
Reception in Westport.

IT forwarding his subscription for"Record" and "Guide," "Oritic’’
(Westport) writes:-
1YA comes in well down here with
hardly a fade. 2YA, while during day-
light comes in with excellent volume
on the speaker, fades quite a great’
deal at night time, but this is not the
fault of the station-a range, the foot
of which completely encircles my set,
comes down to within fifty yards of
my house. The Australian stations
make up for this, as they come in with
great volume and tone. 3YA is good,
but surges and 4YA on the nights we
hear him is weak with rapid fading,
bu’ this is only to be expected as my
locality is to blame, but I hardly ever
tune in these two stations unless it is
to get special items.LD
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