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Short-wave Jottings

FOLLOW’ING are the -reception notes
from Mr, Sellens;—

My, A. Gledhill, Christchurch, reports
having heard a new short-wave station
on the morning of April 6. This was
‘41,0, Siam, working . on 12.88 metres,
with 60 k.w. Records were played and
announcements made in three languages.
Strength R4-5. ‘“Wireless World” says:
“We hear that a Singapore firm—Radio-
arts, Litd.-—proposes to establish a Malay
brosdcasting station for the special pur-
pose of relaying short-wave programmes
throughout the Straits Settlements and
Malay States. Schedules are being ar-
ranged with the technical staffs of the
Chelmsford, Melbourne, and Sydney sta-
tions to enable continuous programmes to
be given each evening from 7.30. Lest
they be accused of excessive optimism,
the organisers state that 2LQ has al-
ready been received satisfactorily through
5SW, and that Malayan listeners have
already enjoyed performances given in
the London Palladium.”

The mystery station reported several
times on about 31 metres in the early
morning is our old friend TLO Nairobi.
The ecall has been heard since last week's
notes. )

The Canadian. short-wave station, GJ
RX, is situated at Fleming, Sasgkatchew-
an, which is 200 miles west of Winnipeg.
This station operates on a wavelength of
25.6 metres, with 2 k.w. They broadeast
from 10 aam. till 12.30 p.m. every day
except Mondays, Mondays' times being
1230 p.m. till 2 pm,, 2.30 p.m. till 3.30
pm.  Kxtra schedules are Wednesdays,
2 p.m. till 4 p.m., and Fridays, 1.30 p.m.
till 3 p.m., New Zealand mean time, Re-
ports of reception are appreciated, and
should be addressed to James Richard-
son ond Sons, Ltd., 1018 Grain Exchange
Buildings, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

The new Dutch short-wave station
PHI was transmitting on three morn-
ings during the past week from 12.30 a.m.
till 2.30 a.m,, New Zealand time—not 2
convenient time for listeners in this coun-
try. This station has been heard at won-
derful volume in New Zealand and Aus.
tralia.

My log is as follows:—

Sulmrlsy,. April 7.

AT 10.30 a.m. KDKA was R3, trans-
mitting a musical programme. Sig-
nals soon weakened and -gradually dis-
appeared, 2XAF was just audible at
11 am.

On about 26 metres at 11.30 am. a
voice was heard calling “Hullo, Yaree,”
gtrength R6.- Short talks with long in-
tervals, Cnr

KDKA was in good form till 4.16
p.m., when they signed off, volume reach-
ing RY. W2XAF and W2XAD were
both on the air with a special programme
of music and messages for the Byrd Ex-
}iedition, arranged by the “New York

imes.” Both stations were received at
good strength till 5.25 p.m. . .

Monday, April 8.

HE 3l-metre stranger was tuned in
just before 6,80 a.n., when music
was. heard at R5: At the conclusion of
the item, “Nairobi Calling,” followed by
the cloging announcement, was clearly
heard. They closed at 6.32 am. 3LO,
through VK3ME, commenced, . .their
weekly broadecast at 6.30 a.m, Reception,
except for slow fading, was excellent at
an easy R9. RFM at night was about
R8. Plenty of talk.

Tuegsday, April 9.
G ESW at 5.15 a.m, were playing re-
cleay, but a little unsteady.

cords and ecalling 2X0; R&. Very
2X0 could
?'g:W be heard direct, but at times through

- ports on reception from

At just above 31 metres, slow foreign
talk was heard in a very deep voice,
from ¢ a.m. Strength at  first R3-4.
Organ music followed, volume increasing
to 5. A choir and solos were heard
later, the organ playing all the time
without any intervals, There were unot
any anunouncement or talk after the voice
was heard at 6 a.m. This splendid pro-
gramme was still on when I closed down
at 7.286 a.m. )

TLO Nairobi was just audible. 58W
was RS at . 6.80 am, “Big Ben” was
followed by a talk which was not read-
able on account of a strong riftle,

VEK2MIE Sydney, and VES3ME Alel-
bourne were carrying out a duplex tele-
phony test at 7 p.m. Strength of both
stations, L8-Y, PLE Java was first
heard at 8.30 p.m., and were still trans-
mitting at 10 p.m. Duplex telephony
with an unknown station was in progress
each time 1 tuned them in.

\Wednesday, April 10,
A SLOW-SPEAKING German on
about 40 metres, probably DOR,
came u well at 189, TLO was RB2-3,
not clear enough to hear talk.

KGO was heard at 613 aum. at R3.
DSW opened by asking listeners for re.
their station,
comparing signal stremgth from  two
aerials they are using—A and B—-the
first being used for 25 minutes from the
time of opening, and aerial B afterwards.
Strength R8, 100 per cent. readable.
After the striking of “Big Ben,” a talk,
“Why I Like the British,” was given
by a gentleman from Brussels. This was
about 90 per cent. readable. Another
talk followed.

KGO was tuned in at 6 p.n., when it
was announced that the “Acacia Male
Chorus,” under Mr. Robert Lloyd, would
entertain listeners for the next hour.
This chorus rendered some very enjoy-
able numbers. HStrength was fully R9,
with a slight fade. They signed off at
11} minutes past 11 p.m., Pacific stand-
avd time—#6.413 p.am. here. VK2ME at
10.10 p.m., strength RO, was calliug
Java, stating they did not know if PL(,
’LE, or PL¥ would answer. Records
were played while waiting for the Dutch
Kast Indian station. PLG replied later,
clear and steady, at RS,

Thursday, Aprit 11.

AT 8.15 a.m. 7LO was R3-4, unsteady
and mushy. An orchestral item was
audible,
.\ 8W—A talk about the Disarmament
Clonference was 100 per cent. readable at
R8. PLE on 15.74 metres was earrying
out duplex telephony with another sta-
tion, which I could not locate, “Hullo's”
could be heard, followed by a conversa-
tion quite well at R7, A man and wo-
man were doing a very great deal of taik-
ing from RFM; RS,

I2BE Hastings was very good at RY,
onr the 80-metre band,

Friday, April 12.

PCJ commenced at 5.80 a.m. "with an

orchestral item, which came through
“as clear as a bell” at R8O, South
Africa was called several times, stating
that a special message would be given
them at about 7.30 Greenwich mean time,
Réception was excellent. Strength from
R8-Q at first, to R7 at 7.30 am. T7LO
was very weak at 530 am., and but
little better at 6.30 a.m.

Some talk was heard on about 13
metres, too weak to be readable, DSW
was R7 and 100 per cent. readable from
6.30 a.m,

Bxcept on the very short waves, static
was too bad for Listening during the
evening, At 10.30 p.m, a station on
about 17 metres was transmitting dance
music at-R4. This was .probably PLF.

An Additional Report

the

““T G.1.” (Southland) forwards
¢ following additional notes:—
The reception for the last week bas
been good, My log is as follows:i—
Monday, April 8, 8LO kas heard at
good volume, the announcer stating he
was on 31.05 metres. -
Muesday, April 9, 5SW calling at 1.25
p.m. This is the first time 1 have heard
58W. Two short-wave foreigners wers
testing at about 10.25 to 10.40 p.m,
Wednesday, at 7.80 am., OSW was
rather weak. There was another station
a little below BSW’s wavelength, broad-
casting musie at 7.30 a.m.~ At -8.20 p.m.
these two foreigners weve testing. This
time I heard one of them say, “Hello,
Amsterdam,” so I took the other to be
PCLIL Holland. .
Thursday, H5SW was tuned in at 6.55
a.m., and a talk about fishing was heard.
This talk finished about 7.13 a.m., when
5YW said they were going to work on
Antenna A for the next 15 minutes.
Strength was RO. There was another
station about one degree below. HSW, at
145 p.m. 1 waited quite a long time,
put could get no call. Another station,
about b degrees below HSW, was rather
weak with much talk. At 7.45 p.m. the
two foreigners were at it again. I heard
them starting up at 7.45 p.m. The one
I took to be PCLL was heard to eall
Bandoeng. Both stations being RS, and
100 per cent. readable. :

G5SW, on Two Valves

N C. GILCHRIST (Oamaru) writes:
¢ —Iollowing are my results on a
two-valve factory made short-wave re-
ceiver :—Thursday morning, Apvil 11: At
6.30 a.m., New Zealand time, I heard
“Big Ben” striking the hour, G. 58W. A
lecture on disarmament followed, then
announcement G.58W will be an autenna
B for the next 20 minutes; 7 a.m. New
Zealand time. A lecture on fishing was
then delivered: ‘“The sky was a dirty
grey. After landing the fish I began to
walk up-stream full of swirl eddies and
cross-currents, Drop the fly ‘on their
nose’ as we say, put it right into their
mouths, All this constant casting is
very trying.. After several bad shots I
got the fly in front of him. Ile made a
bolt right up into the pool. It was no use
lamenting. I laid the fly down too flat,

We fought out a desperate battle, and I-

got a lovely trout weighing 71b. 30z. The
fly will keep knocking against the grass
a_nd floating back, Fe rushed across the
river in a succession of jumps. I looked
af my wateh; it was 6 o'clock, and I got.
six fish. That ended a day of hard work
with great success, and what more could
one want."”

G.O8W then transmitted for 15 min.
utes on antenna C at 7.15 a.m. New Zea-
land time.

Thursday, April 11.
FROM 5SW: Piano solos, two pieces
by Schumann, and the Twenty-
second Cantate (Back), G.5SW  then
changed to antenna B, I received 58W
at 11 a.m. New Zealand time; also at
12,20 p.m. Two fox-trots were being re-

layed.,

BSW announced at 12.30 p.m,: “Col-
umbia record 9664 ; at 1.15 p.m.: “This
is G.6SW at Chelmsford, Hngland, 25.63
metres. We wonld like replies from
listeners on the different aniennas, A
and B.” Gramophone record followed,
.M.V, 1849, the first side, “Kathleen
Mavourneen,” the other “Good-Bye”
(Tosti). 'Cello by Squire, No. 2186, Col-
umbia record,

Hawke’s Bay
Notes

MATTERS in the radic ‘world are

- fairly quiet up this way at pre-
sent, All the local fans seem fo be
waiting for the visit of Mr, Ball, which
is due some time this month. It.is a
ereat pity that Mr. Ball was ‘not
through here last week, for fgen/he
would have got an excellent ided’ of lo-
cul conditions. o

On three consecutive nights I found
2YA come through with poor volume,
It was practically impossible to hear
the station with anything less tban five
tubes, even with the five good, room
~olume wasn't available. On these
same nights, 1YA ahd 3YA were rea-
sonably good, but the volume from the
“Aussies” was terrific, even 3LO in
the early evening leaving 2YA budly in
the ruck.

This is the first time it has been so
weak in my experience. On nine nights
out of ten it is possible to tune in 1YA
and 3YA with more volume, more clar-
ity, and less fading than 2YA, yet these
stations have only a tenth of the power
of 2YA. There seems something strange
somewhere, One cannot suggest that
the statior is at fault, for in othep™
quarters 2YA seems to be . received
0.K., and maybe location is the cause,
but, whatever it is, it should be ferret-
ed out and local listeners should be
helped as much as possible.

HETHER a relay station on lines

similar to the New Plymouth sta-
tion will fill the bill or not remains to
be seen, but in some parts of the Has-
tings district 2Y A is reported a first-
c¢lass station, so oue concludes that a
relay station in one of these “good”
localities would have the desired ef-
fect of giving improved reception to
town listeners.

EVERYONE is delighted with the an-

nouncement of the R.B.C. that the
dinner music sessions are to commence
on April 29, This session will be ap-
preciated, for up here at any rate af-
ternoon and early evening reception is
generally preferred to the night trargs-
n;issions, on gecount of less fading akd
statie

ICENSES have not as yet been re-
newed by many local listeners, but
mostly it is a case of laxity on the part
of set-owners, When the numbers final-
ly go up the total will probably be
found somewhere in the vicinity of the
number at the year’s end. The dinner
music sessiong should shake them
along. '

HE promised Napier “B” station is

not a reality yet. It is understood

that the promoters are still waiting for
their permit.

e
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