
Our Mail Bag
"No Growls."

NOTHDER year gone and I wish to
tender my thanks for the splen-

did programmes broadcast from the
YA stations; also for the very interest-
ing "Radio Record." The last twelve
months I haven’t a thing to growl
about, and I know that I am having
another year of good enjoyment com-
ing. Good luck to the N.Z.B.C. and
carry on-E. C. Petersen (Ngarua
wahia
A Dealer’s Protest.
Rae a reader of your paper since
5 it first appeared in print, and a
radij’ dealer before that time and
since, I would like to add mf protest
to other small and country dealers’
protests against the very drastic and
unfair increase. in dealer's’ license fees.
Drastic because from what I can see
it will do a fair amount of harm to
the cause of radio through lost listen-
ers and revenue. That is, if my
locality is. any indication of other
country places, as quite a few of the
listeners here are talking of the ex-
pense of getting a man from town
when the receiver refuses to function
or sending tlie set to town, and pro-
bably some of them will not continue
to be listeners. And I think you will
agree with me when I say that radio
rather needs to be nursed than
hampered. Then there is the fact
that the people in the country are those
who should and would go in for re-
ceivers, and the country dealer is the
man that is helping to establish radio
in the country. Unfair because. the
increase is aiming to put the small
man out of.the- business, and also be-
cause the increase is not fair in itself
as I will show. Up until now the
licenses have been on the population
basis, viz., city £10, small towns £5,
others £2. Now the city is £15, small
towns £7 10s., others £4.10s., an in-
crease of 50 per cent. in the city and
small towns, but 250 per cent. in the
ease of others. Now, Sir, is it fair to
‘put an increase of 250 per cent. on to
the man with the smallest amount of
turnover and only 50 per cent. on the
man with a big turnover? Unless, of
course, you want to squash the small
man. .aa ee

In one paragraph in your paper you
give reasons for this increase as 4
means of reducing the number of deal
ers, and especially cutting out the
back door man. By this I suppose you
mean the man who takes out a dealer’s
license for the purpose of securing a
discount, and also to get sets and parts
cheap for his friends and relations ;
but I think this is a poor argument, as,
as far as I can see, the back door has
now been opened wide. Then in another
place you say the prime factor for the
increase is the patent tax. Well, if
this is so, it only further condemns the
whole thing as trying to make the
small man pay more than his share,
and this increase must be passed on
to the public and so the country listen
er is penalised. I don’t think for a
minute that myself or any of the other
numerous country dealers would have
minded if the increase had been in
proportion, say, £3; at the same timeit would. have had the effect of stop
ping the man that was not any good
to the trade and radio in general. I
hope to see this aspect of the question
given a little space in the "Record,"
and thanking you in anticipation.-
Small Dealer.

The Auckland Band.
HAVE been reading with interest
the controversy between the N.Z.
R.B. Company and the Auckland City
Council re the Auckland Municipal
Band. Now, Sir, this is a very good
combination of musicians, and thoughI am like everyone else, and like to
get as much as possible for my thirty
shillings, I am very pleased at the
stand the R.B. Company have taken,
and trust they stick to it. I am a
regular listener-in on band programmes
and flatter myself I know something
of band work, and while the company
can get the Auckland Artillery Band
for broadcast purposes, hereis at least
one old bandsman, and who can vouch
for a good many more listeners-in, who
will be quite satisfied with them for
this branch of the entertainment at
1YA. I listened-in from Wellington to
1YA on both occasions the Auckland
Artillery Band music was broadcast,
and pleased to say the whole con-
cert on both occasions came through
splendidly, with the exception of alittle fading at times, and I am sure
the Auckland Artillery Band pyro-
grammes and the rendering thereof
compares very favourably with any
other band in the Dominion.-36 Years
a Bandsman.

Use Our Booking Offices in Advance
SOS

TRAVEL IN COMFORT BY
CAR

WELLINGTON1PALMERSTON
NEW PLYMOUTH

DUBILIER TOROIDS
ForDX Amateurs
INTERCHANGEABLE

Price17/-each Price13/6each
32.6 to 45 metre8 140 to 276 metreg
44 to 90 metrey 230 to 800 metres
65 to 176 metree Ditto tapped 14/0

Completewith base:

A. Eo STRANGE
404WORCESTERST,OHRISTCHUROH

Trade Developments

The Dongan Power Unit

BEL SMEETON, LID., Auckland,
have submitted to us for test and
report the Dongan power unit, a trans-
former to step down the voltage from
the 220 mains to simplify the buildingup of an eliminator.
The unit is enclosed in a small metal
case, the over-all dimensions of which
are approximately 6 x 4x 4. This is
finished in crystalline.
It is made in two distinct types suit-
able for filament and filamentless rec-
tifying valves. The latter type has
been tested, and the following remarks
apply to it:-The condensers, resist-
ances, and valve were easily procured
and assembled. A Raytheon BH was
used as rectifier. Full instructions ac-
company the unit, but the following
are additions that have been found. ad-
visable. As the power valve supply is
taken direct from the rectifying valve
without an intervening resistance a
clarostat in series with this lead is
suggested, as the voltage delivered is
too high for the ordinary valve.
Again, a clarostat in series,
instead of in parallel, with the claro-
stat used for the audio tapping, is pre-
ferable for detector supply. High-
grade components only should be used
in the assembly of the eliminator, as
very high voltage has to be handled.
The unit being assembled was sub-
mitted to test under load. The rectifiedTTSS

voltage before passing through any re-
sistances was found to be 250.
Passing through the first clarostat, the
current was dropped to 80 volts. Thus
this tapping was able to deliver any-
thing between 250 and 80 volts, ac-
cording to the adjustment. With this
set at 175, a detector range of from 20
to 175 volts was obtained.
With a semi-power valve in the Cir- .
cuit, it was found that the unit was
capable of delivering 40 milliamps. at
250 volts, though this cannot be claim-
ed as its limitation; rather it was the
limitation of the valve. There is an
adjustable grid bias tapping which
supplies negative voltage to the powervalve.
In addition to the rectified current,
there are three other tappings on the
transformer, 5 volts, 24 volts, and 14
volts A.C. This enables the owner to
operate an all-electric set or to use the
unit with a battery set, but derive the
filament current for his power valve
from the 5 volts A.C. A test under
these conditians was made, that is,
with A.C. on a D.C. power valve. It
was found that the unit was veryquiet and efficient.
When the filaments of the valves
were D.C. heated there was an absence
of hum, though a slight trace was pre-
sent when A.C. passed through the
power valve, though this was not
strong enough to be distracting.a EE ey eee

ELECTRIFY
YOUR BATTERY SET
Complete A.C. operation_ is now the justlypopularmethodof power supply for Radio Sets, eliminating a8 it doesall
batteries and their attendant troubles and inconveniences:
The principal component in converting to A.C. is the
ABC Transformer which is available in the well-known
DONGANmake in two types one for use with theRay-
theon Rectifier Tube, and the other for the UX 280 type
Rectifier (both sameprice)_
DONGAN ABC TRANSFORMERS {5/151_
Ac:OperationwithB EliminatorsFor those who already pogsess a B Battery Eliminator
complete A.C. operation may be obtained simply by theuse of a DONGANFilament Transformerand EB.7 A.C.
AdaptorHarness:
DONGAN FILAMENT TRANSFORMER, {4/15/-with 5-Valve Harness
DONGAN FILAMENT TRANSFORMER, 85with 6-Valve Harness
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