
1YA Sessions
A Suggested Change
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Interesting Correspon-
dence

)

RECENTLY the secretary of theAuckland Radio Society, by in-
struction of his committee, wrote to the
Radio Broadcasting Company ‘suggest-
ing a rearrangement of the evening
schedules of 1YA. ‘These suggestions
were advanced by the society with the
thought that adoption of the proposal
would be in the interests of Auckland
listeners and give improved service, The
suggested rearrangement of evening
schedules was as follows :-
5.30 to 6.30 p.m., Children’s Session.
6.30 to 7.30 p.m., Dinner Music.
7.80 to & p.m., News Session.
In reply to the letter making the
suggestion, the general manager of the
Radio Broadcasting Company wrote
stating that the company was now in-
troducing a dinner music session at
2YA, Wellington, between the hours of
6 and 7 p.m., commencing from April
29. This would necessitate bringing
forward the children’s session to De-
tween 5and6p.m. The general man-
ager proceeded :-
"The question of introducing a din-
ner session from 6.30 to 7.30 p.m.
would not, we are afraid, be generally
acceptable, as we find it impracticable
to restrict our news session to half an
hour. Our investigations show that
the most convenient time for the
farmer is 7.30 p.m., and we endeavour
to provide all lectures that interest the
‘man on the land’ to commence at that
time. We also find that immediately
after the dinner hour is the most ac-
ceptable time for information generally

of an instructional nature, whereas
later on in the evening only items of
an entertaining value and wide in-
terest are wanted by the majority of
listeners.
"jhe information handled at our
news session has become so wide and
varied to meet the requirements of the
majority of our listeners that we find
we cannot handle it all in thirty min-
utes, and in this respect propose to
pring our Auckland, Christchurch and
Dunedin stations in line with our Wel-
lington station to allow a whole hour
hetween 7 and 8 p.m. for this service."
It was further explained that it was
the company’s policy. for the immediate
future to improve the service at 4YA,
Dunedin. in order to bring that sta-
tion on to a greater parity with he
stations at 1YA and 3YA. In the past
the service at Dunedin hac approximat-
ed 22 hours weekly, as compared with
80 to 82 hours’ service on the average
at Auckland, Wellington and Christ-
ehurch. Accordingly the position at
Dunedin had been examined, and the
decision reached that any further ex-
tensions to the company’s service
should be centred on that station un-
til such time as it was brought into
line with the other centres of the Do-
minion. In these circumstances it was
proposed to introduce to 4YA the same
hours of service as were in operation
at the other centre This would
commence as from April 30, when it
was expected the erection of towers
on the "Evening Star" building would
be completed. The existing plant
would then be transferred to the same
site, and the programmes transmitted
from the old studio by means of a
land line, In addition to this tempor-
ary arrangement. arrangements were
being made to proceed with the in-
stallation of an entirely new transmit-
ter at Dunedin and new and up-to-date
studios.
"We hope to have the official open-
ing about September next, and its com-
pletion will bring this station into line

with our other three stations, which
centres have been enjoying a some
what better service for some time than
has beensthe case at Dunedin. In do-
ing this, we are anticipating a con-
siderable increase in the public patron-
age of the service, and in the cir-
cumstances you will appreciate our
position at the present time in respect
to introducing a further extension of
the service at Auckland."
Finally it was advised that, as soon
as the company had brought the Dun-
edin station into line, and had tried
out the dinner music session at the
Wellington station, it would be glad to
give consideration to the question. of
introducing a Christchurch and Auck-
land dinner music session.
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Auckland Notes
(By Listener

THIS week 1YA supplied us withgrand opera in which the vocalists
were among the most famous of the
world’s artists. Of course, the medium
of presentation was the disc, but the
story of "Rigoletto" was vividly con-
veyed by Mr. Karl Atkinson in his
interesting remarks interpolated with
the items, and the continuation of the
presentation will be eagerly awaited
next Wednesday.

"THERE is no doubt about the attitude_of the Auckland Rugby Union to-
wards broadcasting. At its last meet-
ing the union willingly acceded to the
company’s request for permission to
describe the Saturday competition
matches at Eden Park. It is not likely
that the union would have a‘lopted this
course were broadcasting seriously af-
fecting its.gate receipts. The. Rugby
authorities here recognise that broad-
casting provides one of the best ad-
vertisements for their games, and in
consequence they are keen to encour-
age it. It is not yet known whether
Mr. W. J. Meredith, who was so suc-
cessful at the Eden Park microphone
last season, will again describe
matches, or whether that duty will
be undertaken by Mr. Gordon Hutter.
who now does most of the sports an-
nouncing for 1YA.

ME. HUTTER has made the best ofalmost insuperable difficulties in
connection with his racing announce-
ments, and as_a result the whole pro-
vince has been kept in immediate touch
with recent meetings at HMllerslie and
Avondale.
YA has done its very best to provide
thousands of anxieue listeners with
the latest news regarding the missing
airmen. As soon as any particulars

have been available over the air from
Sydney the local station has had them,
and they have gone out to the New
Zealand public, who feel they have
almost as much interest in the un-
fortunate venture as have the Aus-
tralians.

[IN the north the most important eventof the week has been the by-election
for the Bay of Islands. At the time
these notes are being written, and with-
in three hours. of the closing of the
poll, the final results are coming over
from 1YA, and the whole of the pro-
vince is aware that Mr. Rushworth is
again entitled to write M.P. after his
name. ‘Through co-operation between
the Auckland station and the Auckland
"Star," progress reports as they come
to hand in the newspaper office were
telephoned to 1YA, and announced
forthwith. Thus hundreds of vagars

}

the far north learned the result through
radio. service far more quickly than
they could have done without it. I
wonder if any will drop .a note of
thanks to 1YA for the service rendered.
THERE is nothing fresh to report re-
garding the controversy over the
broadcasting of the Municipal Band.
The City Council still adheres to its
financial demands, and justifies them
by a peculiar contention about benefit-
ing private enterprise. It neglects in
doing so the great consideration that
the band ean exercise a great educa-
tional influence, and that it exists
mainly for that purpose. If the council
can find any means of extending this
musical influence that is in any. way
comparable with broadcasting, the pub-
lie is entitled to know it. Candidates
for mayoral and municipal honours are
bound to be closely questioned on the
"hand question" by the large numberof
listeners who are now on the rolls.

N° official figures of licensing for 1929are yet available here, but one
gathers from the expressions of opinion
of those who ought to know, that all is
well, and that the number of the
licenses for the New Year will be quite
satisfactory. The radio trade is experi-
encing brisk business, the demand be-
ing greatest for electric sets and "all
wave" types, This feature in itself in-
dicates a permanency for broadcasting
that was not so assured in the days
when almost everyone depended upon
the humble erystal and the inconveni«
ent earphones.

Miss Mina Kronfield, one of Auck-land’s young singers, who has a cul-
tivated and charming voice of great
range, will make her appearance at
1YA on "Shakespeare" night, Wext;
Tuesday. Miss Kronfeld’s selectionswill include "Where the Bee Sucks,"
"When Daisies’ Pied," and "A TinyLittle Boy."
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