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World on Short Wave

What Russz’an Programﬂfies Are Like

TFROM Mr. R. Leslie Jones comes the

‘following inferesting letter regard-

ing shortwave reception of world sta-

- tions, and in particular of the Russian
station RIFN :—

TI-IROUGH the courtesy of Mr., L. H,
Bowe, of the J. B. Ford Coy., Spring
Street, Sydney, who visited my house
Thursday evening, March 28, I am now
able to give listeners a translation of
ﬁ!mrsday’s transmission from the Rus-
S1an shortwave station. Mr. Bowe, who
speaks ‘many languages, was, during
the war, attached to the Allied Secret
Service. He was born of British par-
ents at Moscow 39 years ago. Mr.
Bowe left Wellington for Sydney on
Good ¥Friday; having been transferred
by his firm to Sydney, after having
spent some time in New Zealand.

The Russian station was tuned-in at
840 p.m. (New Zealand time) Thurs-
day last. Reception was held on loud-
speaker; ‘the receiver used being the
very latest in screened-grid shortwave
receivers; encased in aluminium, the
set employing in addition to the
screened-grid, a detector, and two
stages of audio; and is fully screened.
The set was constructed by Mr. Roy
Clarke, the well-known amateur trans-
mitter, who transmits under the call-
sign of 2AW, Wellington. So far as I
“am aware, this is the first occasion a
New Zealand translation of the Russian
transmission has been made publie.

Contrary to expectations, the “spo-
ken” parts transmitted, were, for the
most part, lectures and news of the
day from “round the world.” 1 under-
stand the Soviet Government has cut
up (or confiscated) the big farms, and
placed same under closer settiement,
hence the large amount of propaganda
relating to agriculture, which is being
broadeast by the Russian stations. I
also understand the Soviet does not
encourage the Russian populace to in-
stal individual receiving sets, but pre-
fers to, and does, encourage what one
might term “community” listening-in.

Many listeners have held the opinion
that the Soviet Government regularly
and consistently broadeasts “direct,
Red propaganda.” On this particular
oceasion, such was not apparently the
caxe, as will be seen by the following:
& special advice and educational mat-
Ter afipertaining to agriculture, is, how-
ever, & regular feature of the {rans-
mission, as was the case Thursday,
March 28.

‘Addresses were given by a lady and
gentleman alternately, and these two
speakers dealt with the question pf
«rendering practical help in the vil-
lages.” ! . :
given below the various items (brief
details only are given hereunder).

Comparative value of 100 roubles in
different localities.

Forming villagers’ organisations fo
raise culture by means of gchools ; var-
jous artisans Dbeing mentioned. A
Jarge gathering of villagers is to be
held next year.

Musical items rendered on the Rus-
gian “Garmonika” {(accordeon.)

Information re the Chinese peasants,
%0 per cent. of whom (it was stated by
thesannouncer) were ignorant and un-
iettered,

Then followed in the order

Listeners were exhorted to “bow to
armaments.” )

Hunger in the Russian villages was
due to speculation.

Women “Red” workers were being
organised.

At present the peasant proprietors
were having more scope, so as to in-
crease grain production.

Music by a “balalaika™- (triangnlar
guitar) followed. .

An address on land and
and the “Greater Use of

agrieunlture,
Machinery”

were interesting subjects dealt with -

next,

“Folk” music on an aceordian fol-
Jowed: and then an address on the
“Necessity for Organising Workers,” a
waltz played on a “balalaikn®” being a
pleasant break in the programme.

The next subject dealt with was
“Inflammation of the Lungs: Its Symp-
toms and Effect on Human Beings, also
Animals,”

A quick waltz tune on an accordian
followed, this being immediately suc-
ceeded by a humorous monologue on
“Village Life” (one conld hardly imag-
ine it).

An orchestra vendered & “Russian
Tolk Song”; and another short speech
was immediately followed by a “Tolka”
played on an accordinn. The next
item was another monoclogue and a
string orchesira played a march, with
plenty of “pepn.”’

After a “Gazette” (news item) from
Washington, D.C., was read, the Ltus
sian station cloged down at 950 pa.
(New Zealand time) for 15 minutes.

When the station reopened an ad-

dress on “Cleanliness and Venereal
Diseases” was given,
The announcer then stated they

would “relay” from station R.A. 97,
and that it was then 10.22 TBastern
time.

Another address followed, regarding
“The Workers' (onference any Meeting
of Bookkeepers at Nigni Novgorod”;
also “Archangel Torests” being refer-
red to. The speaker then touched
upen the “Trading Orgunisations of
Farmers.”

A monologue and orchestral musie
was next heard; then remarks re “Pro-
duce and Conveyance by Steamera”

More music preceded au i:ldvess on
“Gormany and the Revolutionary and
Reformation Movement.”

A lady rendered a “Folk Song” with
piano accompaniment at 1110 pn
(New Zealand time}.

News of the day included iaforma-
tion regarding the Chinese Civil War.
the attack on Hankow (pronounced by
the announcer as “Ankoy”), the panic
in Canton, troops were massing.

Reference was made to the Japanese
Government and the insult to the Fm-
peror.

The speaker next referred to the
“PDenth of Marshal Foch” and the ar-
rests of Communists, mostly French,
apparently at the ceremony in connec-
tion with the late DMarshal Foch.

The English elections were touched
upon; also the Liberals” promises;
Spain and its Dictator; the sinking of
“T'm Alone” steamer—with contraband
abroad—by the U.S. Navy.

An announcement was made as fol-
lows; “Russian Station R.A, 97 on 70
metres, Sabar time, 20 hourg 58 min-

utes:” The announcer stated further
music would follow after an interval
Then there was an interval of 20
minutes,

Mr. friend Mr. Bowe had to return
to the city and left my bouse at 11.50
p.m., therefore further translation was
not available that night, Another
friend, however, has kindly offered to

give me further translations after the.

holidays, when require 1. .

KDKA (Pittsburg) was in good trim
on Good Iriday afternoon (our time),
also 2X AT, these stations broadeasting
the big fight for the world’s light-
heavyweight championship, of ten
rounds, between the holder of fhe title,
“Tommy” Laughran, and the challen~
ger, “Micky” Walker, holder of the
world’s middleweight championship,
held at the fine Chicago Stadiuni.

The fight was a thrilling and gruel-
ling contest after the third round, and
at the end of the tenth round the two
hoxers were absolutely “done.” so fag-
ged out, in fact, as to be unable to do
more than “hug"” each other. “Tommy™
Taughran wasg declared the winner on
pointg, although. as the announcer said,
either of the two men. with a decent
punch, could have gained a “knock-
out,” just at the close of the tenth
round. A huge crowd attended at
Chicago’s beautiful stadium. The fight
ended at approximately 4.40 pan. (New
Zealand time).

I obtained reception on the Tloud-
speaker throughout, and after the fight
1 listened-in to 2XAF until the pro-
gramms from Albany, New York, com-
prising organ music and soprano solos,
was finished, the closing-down time be-
ing given as “three and one-half min-
utes to 1 a.m.,” at Schenectady, and
that the station wonld “re-open again
Good Friday morning (that iz, this
morning). at .45 a.m.” TReception was
beautifully c¢lear and steady.

1 am very pleased with my new
sereened-grid shortwave receiver, and T
predict there will be a big “fillip” to
adio listening, when once the public
hecome aware of the excellent reeep-
tion obtainable, and inferest derivable
from shortwave telephony.

Last Sundey afiernoon, March 24, 1
held the American shortwave station,
broadcasting messages o Commander
Byrd and party throughout the trans-
mission, every word being  heard
through loudspeaker as “clear as &
bell.” 1t is mot necessary to sit up
half the night to get shortwave recep-
tion, as many people probably think.

There are several stations which
ligteners can hear at reasonable hours
of the day and evening, working short-
wave transmission. Amongst the sta-
tions I have logged durving the last
week or sq, are: PCJ (Holland), Java.
working 2ME, Syduey; HS8W, (Lon-
don), WGY, 2XA¥, 2XAD. KDKA,
W2XGE, WAKNX, PLG (Bandoung),
8LO (Melbourne), RIFN, RIFM, and
RAOT (Russian), also many amateurs
some on ‘phone and others on Morse:
also South Ameriea and Germany,
whilst a large number of “Ansgies” and
71, amateurs have becn heard on both
'phone and Morse. Spasmodie trans-
missions from a few quarters were
also heard; such as the whaler Larsen.
the Graf Zeppelin, ete.

1 was able recently to listen to H8W
(London) at 8 am., through loud-
gpeaker, whilst partaking of breaktfast.

Details of Mr. Jones's set and equip-
ment are as follow :— :

NI set is a fully screened short-
wave one comprising sereen-~
erid, detector, and two stages of

audio. The wiring is compact, and is
worked in a simple manner, there heing
one lead-in and one earth served hy a
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switch in the veranda, and another . in

the sitting room, with the two-way wir-
ing between sitting-room and veranda so
that I can use either sitting-room or ver-
anda at leisure, by simply lifting the
shortwave set from room to room. and
coupling up at a moment’s notice, By
simple and effective switeh alongside the.
two sets in the sitting-room, I can change
{rom ordinary broadeast stations to short-
wave stations in a fraction of a moment
and vice versa, My earth is very short,
being coupled up to the water pipe, and
I always keep the earth round about that
spot moist by letting the water drip from
the tap slightly. The npew set ig im-
mune from hand capacity and other .
objectionable features found with many
shortwave sets; the smoothness of con-
trol being ideal. T am working 120 volis
B battery, aerial single wire. (seven
strands enamel), height at south end
about 48ft., and ahboul 40{t. north end,
running  due north-east to south-west,
and with lead-im, is about 100ft. It is
about 16ft. above my iron roof.

Useful Brackets

Advice to Builders

n the assembling of wireless receivers
the need often arises for a small
braeket which can be uged for mount-
ing condensers, certain kinds of drum
dials, and other components,

A gunitable bracket, sufficiently strong
for the purpose, but compact enough
to place in the small space which is
often available, is difficnlt to make.
Two forms of bracket are available to
the home Dbuilder. Aluminium angle
bars in the form of a strip which can
be cut easily and drilied in any desired
manner can be obtained cheaply at any
large hardware establishment.

Alumininm brackets of this kind pos-
sess the advantage of being very strong
and light. If included in the receiver
cirenit they possess high eleetrical con-
ductivity, and ave lacking in magnetic
vroperties, an important feature when
the brackets are used to mount certain
kinds of audio freguency amplifying
transformers.

Another useful bracket is the angle
bracket, which forms part of model
building kits of the meccano type.
These brackets are of steel, and are
accurately formed and drilled. If they

-are enmiployed it should be remembered

that they , possess marked magnetic
properties. If several audio frequency
transformers were mounted on a single
bracket, it is probable that ay undesir-
able reaction, rasulfing in a tendency
for the receiver to “howl,” would be
set up between them along the bracket.

T | ;rm—

Model 200, £21/10/-, less valves.

Hasy to Tune—FHandsome,
Full Details on Reguest.

ROYDS-HOWARD CO., CHCH.
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