
1YA and 4YA
Station Managers
Exchangedees

AA
R. LEN. BARNES has taken up
the duties of station manager at
4YA. an exchange having been arrang-
ed with Mr. S. J. Hayden, who is now
station manager at 4YA. During the
last few months Mr. Barnes has had a
wide experience in broadcasting. Be-
for leaving Wellington he was for a
term programme organiser and then
acting station manager at 2YA. Fol-
9wing that, Mr. J. W. Webb, stationr at 4YA, resigned, and, it be-
ing holiday time in the music teaching
world, Mr. Barnes accepted a tempor-
ary appointment at Dunedin. Then he

agreed to accept a permanent engage-
ment with the company, and was ap-
pointed to Dunedin.
Mr. Barnes is well known in musi-
eal circles throughout New Zealand.
As a boy, he was for five years a chor-
ister in Christchurch Anglican Cath-
edral, and he has been singing ever
since. He was baritone lay clerk for
six years, and he sang for choral and
orchestral societies in Christchurch and
Wellington. In 1919 he went to Amer-
jta and since then his time has been
entirely to professional musica]

Work. He studied in America and. was
extensively engaged in grand and
comic opera and cycle work. From
America he went to England in 1922
and continued his musical studies there.
He was for five months with a concert
party in the Isle of Wight, and inci-
dentally it was his engagement withthis party which prevented him from
singing for the British Broadcasting
Corporation, for which he had had an
audition and been marked V.G. Since
returning to New Zealand five years
ago he has been teaching singing in
Wellington, where he entered activelyinto the musical life of the city. He
was conductor for the Orpheus Musical
Society and of theWellington AmateurTheatrical Society, and for four years
had been choirmaster of the Terrace
Congregational Church. Yor nearlytwo years Mr. Barnes was a regular
singer at 2YA, and some of the per-
formances which he has conducted have
been broadcast. While in America Mr.
~Barnes frequently sang for radio.

MR. LEN BARNES.
—Andrew, Photo.

What People Want

A Demonstrators Views

More Dance Evenings

TRAVELLING salesman writes
the following interesting letter,

stating a case in regard to programme
requirements from a viewpoint other
than that of the individual listener :--
"T take it most of your correspoud-
ents write as listeners pure and simple
(though I know each one claims to
know the popular taste), but I would
like you to regard my remarks as com-
ing from one who has constantly been
demonstrating’ night after night for
over four years.
"In this time I have probably given
more demonstrations and to a larger
number of people than anyone in New
Yealand, and it has been absolutely
necessary, to make my business a suc-
eess, to study what people like, and in
this direction I have had exceptional
opportunities of observing. IloweverI do -not propose to suggest any par-
ticular class of item, but to put before
you some general observations, with
which I feel you are bound to agree.
My particular reason for writing to
your station, is your last Tuesday
night’s programme (26th inst.), which
seems to indicate that you have pos-
sibly decided on an innovation whichI have long desired.(1) We have for too long suffered
from a plethora of popular music on
Saturdays and a dearth of it for the
rest of the week. It seems unneces-
sary to compel all listeners to listen
to dance music from all stations on
Saturday night, and to withhold it
from everyone for the remaining
nights. Many a demonstration has
fallen flat for want of a little life—
dance music, a comic song, ete, and .I
have times without number had to fall
back on the gramophone-with conse-
quent loss of radio sales, and benefit
to gramophone companies. Last Tues-
day night was a splendid programme
of the right type and was directly re-
sponsible for selling a £70 outfit. Pro-
bably many other sales may have been
brought about by it-all to the benefit
of the Broadcasting Company as well
as us dealers,
*(2) Why have drums in a Broad-
casting Orchestra? The best loud-
speakers reproduce drums as static, or
distortion and 98 per cent. of the
speakers in use are of an inferior type.
Try it yourself and listen to the re-
sult.
"(8) A couple of Sundays ago no
fewer than three stations broadcast ser-
vices of the Church of Christ simul-
taneously. This is bad management,
you will admit. I trust you will con-
tinue to make Tuesday night a popn-
lay programme night. Saturday is not
a good night for this class of pro-
gramme as it is the universal night
for going to pictures, dances, ete., and
many sets are idle."

HE general manager in the course
of his reply wrote:
"We have noted your remarks con-
cerning our service with particular in-
terest, as we appreciate that the cir-
cumstances under which your com-
ments have been made are such that
the latter may be considered represen-
tative of the general opinion of the lis-
teners with whom you have come into
contact.
"In regard to our programmes, 4S
you are aware it is not practicable for
us to please everyone at all times, but
we arrange our items as far as we pos-
sibly can so that a definite type of
entertainment is broadcast on a defi-
nite evening. Further, the programmes
from each station are so co-ordinated
that on any one night of the week 4
listener with a_ sufliciently powerful
set capable of receiving all our sta-
tions has the choice of four different
types of programmes each evening.
"Saturday evening has been set aside
at each station for a vaudeville p.o-
gramme of the lighter type, aS on this
evening more people are utilising radio
for entertainment purposes than on any
other night of the week.
"In respect to dance music, you will
be interested to learn that we have in-
troduced an additional dance pro-
gramme at each of our stations. In
the case of Wellington it will be fea-
tured on Tuesday evenings, in Dun-
edin on Wednesday, in Auckland on
Thursday, and on Friday in Christ-
church. This innovation commenced
with the programme from 2YA on the
evening of Tuesday, February 26."In respect to the 2YA orchestra, we
are afraid that we could not dispense
with the drums and obtain satisfactory
results. We appreciate that on many
sets the drums do not reproduce well,
and in fact so much is this the case
that we have found it necessary to
eliminate to a large extent the drum
in band performances. The position
is somewhat different, however, in the
case of an orchestra, although — the
greatest care is taken to secure a satis-
factory balance, and one which will not
give a predominance of the drums.
"Concerning the broadcasting of
church services, we have, as you are no
doubt aware, church committees co-
operating with each of our stations, and
services are broadcast in accordance
with their recommendations. The vari-
ous Sundays in the year are allotted
to the more prominent denominations,
and the committees, which are repre-
sentative of their denominations, deter-
mine the sequence in which the services
will be broadcast. Up to the present
time it has not been practicable for the
respective committees to co-ordinate
their deliberations to the extent that
an arrangement can be assured where-
by a different service shall be broad-
cast by each station, but this is a
point which will no doubt receive con-
sideration in due course,"

No Relay This Time

Negaruawahia Maori
Entertainment

A VERY interesting Maori celebra-tion is to take place at Ngarua-
wahia on Saturday, March 16, but un-
fortunately it has not been possible to
arrange for the broadcasting of it.
Every effort was made by 1YA to that
end, but the opposition to broadcasting
was too strong.
This is to be regretted, not only be-
cause radio listeners missed the oppor-
tunity of hearing a unique entertain-
ment but because such a broadcast was
in the interests of the Maoris them-
selves.
Listeners in to 2YA have pleasant re-
collections of the fine Maori entertaiii-
ment which was relayed from Otaki
and of the historic Maori radio
pageant performed by a party from theWanganui district. It is hoped that
on a future occasion it will be pos-
sible to carry out a relay from Nga-ruawahia.

LIGHT clicks and scratching noises
in your set may be due to @

neighbour who is adjusting his H.T.
or to a "erystal fiddler." '
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