
The Radio Industryin New Zealand
A Promising Start Already Made

ADIO in New Zealand is rapidly
developing, so much so that al
ready the nucleus of an industry has
appeared. Previously the only sets
available in New Zealand were those
that were factory-made, either in Eng
land or America, or those which were
made by the home constructor. For
some considerable time it has been felt
that New Zealand conditions called for
a particular type of set or for some
mogfication of the types already here.
AA carefyjly-constructed home-built
set has been found to give very fine re
sults, but the difficulties have been
manifold. Coils have been difficult to
manufacture, the components have been
difficult to match, cabinets, in most
eases, have been made of anything the
home constructor may lay his hands
on, the result being, in many cases, a
receiver that is not altogether efficient.
Of the circuits that most New Zea
land conssructors have tried and found
most suitable are the Browning-Drake
and tthe Hammarlund-Roberts. Both
these circuits, in the hands of an in
efficient constructor, will cause trouble,
but, when constructed by an experi
enced radio engineer, give very fine
reception under New Zealand condi

tions. Both circuits have very many
points in common, and to discriminate
between the two would be unfair. Con-
sidering this, an Auckland firm-
Messrs. Johns Ltd.-having tried many
circuits and sets under New Zealand
conditions, have arrived at the con-
clusion that the Hammarlund-Roberts
suits their purposes the best, and
have, with this circuit, built up the
first New Zealand radio industry.
The First New Zealand Factory.) UST a short distance out of thecentre of New Zealand’s radio
trade, Auckland, one finds the first fac-
tory to manufacture sets on a reason-
ably large scale in New Zealand, and
a visit to this factory is both interest-
ing and instructive. Through the
summer months there has been no lack
of industry at this factory, and every-
thing has promised well for the com-
ing season. Bmploying a large num-
ber of hands, the factory is a verit-
able hive of industry. New and modern
machinery is being added gradually,
and now a very fine class of set is
being turned out.
Many and varied are the types of
machinery used, one particularly, the
patent of the owners, has been applied
to manufacturing coils. A closely-
guarded process enables remarkably
efficient coils to be turned out very
rapidly. The finished coils are exceed-
ingly -fine, and would grace any fac-
tory-made receiver.
There is machinery for almost any
part of the manufacture of a receiver
-machinery for turning shields, a por-
tion which the home-constructor will
find particularly difficult, a machine
for engraving, which in itself is quite a
difficult process, and without which a
set cannot look its best, and machinery
is now being fitted up to manufacture
cabinets, so.that, in a short time, there
should be a whole self-contained indus-
try in the one building.
The manufacturers are not confined
to the building of one type of set, nor
even to sets alone. Already a particu-
lar type of Tungar Charger has been
made, and is being turned out in large
numbers. This very fine charger, made
throughout at the factory, should sup-
ply a need long felt by New Zealand
people. The little charger is complete-
ly shielded, and fs on the whole a very
fine piece of apparatus.
Short-wave sets, designed last year,
are now being manufactured and
stored for the coming radio season.
With a special condenser, the wave-
length receivable by this set is as low
as 15 metres. Four coils are provided,
which will cover the waves from.15 to
100 metres approximately. In appear-
ance, these sets are very fine and at-
tractive. Short-wave adapters are also
made at this factory, and, like the
other products, speak well for their
manufacturers.
For the Home Constructor.
Bur the owners of the factory arecatering for the New Zealand con-
structor, and the coming year should
find him minus many of the difficulties
that have beset him in the past.
Undoubtedly, the set of next seasonwill be screened, and screening is api

an easy task for the constructor with
limited tools. Standardised screening
boxes are being made by Messrs. Johns,
Ltd., and will be available on the mar-
ket early in the season. Other firms
are placing on the market screening
boxes, so that this difficulty may no
longer worry the constructor.
The enthusiast who attempts mak-
ing his own transformers, eliminators,
or chargers will find that this firmwill be able to supply stalloy cut to
standard sizes, and all ready to place
in the cores of his transformer. This
will, no doubt, save a great deal of
work and popularise the home-made
eliminator in the coming season.
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WELL-MAYDE"
Chargers

You realise RADIO COMFORL only
whenyouhaveinstalled2
SWELL-MAYDE CHARGER?
4 flick0f the switch when you close
down for the night, andyoursetwill
be full of "PEP" for to-morrow.It is inexpensive to instal-~and run
ning costs are negligible Actually,the costof the chargerwill be savedin a fewmonthsNo acids-no liquids
~nOmovingparts--utmostreliability
Andyou can'purchaseonEasyTerms

youdesire:
WELL-MAYDE1/2AMP_ CHARGER,for 230 volts A.0. Made under
license from Westinghouse Co. PostFree63. Deposit,5/-; 6monthly
instalments of10/-
ACE CHARGER_The most popular2 amp. charger: Charges both "A"and "B" Batteries Complete with
genuineTungar Bulb_ (B Lamp;2/3 extra) 230 volts AC. Post
Free84/15/- Deposit, 15/-; 6
monthlyinstalmentsof15/-
AboveChargersFullyGuaranteed:
DO NOT WAIT_ORDER RIGHT

NOW!
JOHNIS LTD:
CHANCERY STREET; AUCKLAND.
ObtainableAlDealers:

Hawke's Bay
Notes

ONGRATULATIONS to 2YA on the
Allan Wilkie broadeasits. "The
Merry Wives" came through to Hast-
ings in great form and all listeners en-
joyed their hearty laughter, but the
disappointment was that the broadcast
did not last longer. Mr. Wilkie’s talk
on the Sunday night was also well re-
ceived.
The big station made many local
friends with the description of the
swimming championships, and once
more proved that it is alive to the
wants of listeners.
ONDITIONS for reception lately
have been slightly on the mend,

and with the approach of winter they
should further improve, although on
the whole last winter was nothing to
rave over. Static has not been so
heavy of late and DX seekers have
been on the job.

-_-*
Last Saturday night the
listened through the description of
La Barba-Smith boxing contest at Sx
ney, and although static was fered,
volume was good.

[MPROVED reception from 227, Pmerston North, has been note
during the past few weeks.
Local listeners are now looking for
ward to the opening of the New PR
mouth station, for it is felt that in this
district there is much room for im
provement in reception, particularly
from 2YA, and if the New Plymouth
station is a success it may lead to a
similar development in this quarter.
R. BALL, the editor-announcer, has
accepted the invitation to visit
this district, but the R.B.C. now ad
vises that the visit cannot take place
until April. On the principle of "half
a loaf,’ etc, the local radio society
appreciates the fact that the company
is prepared to allow Mr. Ball to come
through, but it is regretted that his
visit could not be made sooner -for,
of course, by April conditions should
show a big improvement onwhat it is
at present. However, even in April
local listeners are satisfied that Mr.
Ball will come to the conclusion that
reception from 2YA. still leaves m
to be desired,

BY the time these notes are read, theH.B. Radio Society will have had
its next meeting, and the ladies’ night
will be in the realms of the past. There
is every prospect of the latter being a
great success. A fine programme has
been arranged and a big hall specially
booked. The musical programme will
be followed by supper and then
dance will be set going, so everyone
likely to enjoy themselves..
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Longest Voltage Capacity Price
AmpLite, 60 #310

Honest 60 410
61RHRn (wRated 80 6

Capacity oQAh 6 100 65

For SALES and SERVICE
BATTERY SUPPLIES, LID>
130 Broadway, Newmarket ;
also Aucklandat 3LowerAlbertSteet
L. J. PURDIE &C0-LTD-
97DixonStreetyWELLINGTON;

BTORACETBATTERIAS FOR 'AlltpuRso3es'

WKISDIS@Qu{BTARTINC-LIGhtingJGNITIONEquipmeN;
281-265Tuam Street, CHRISTOHUROH;
(Between Madrag and BarbadoesStreots) .
J: & A. P. SCOTT, LTD,
Corner Albany' and Leith Streets, DONEDIN
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