
[?] Freshman
Mystery Set

Reutereed bw Observer

A’ NEW line on the New Zealand
market is the Freshman type of

‘A.G. radio sets. They are well-known
in America, but up to the present time
we have seen little or nothing of them
on the New Zealand markets. The
model that has now made its appear-
ance is the 8Q-15, and the agents
handling this very fine model are
Messrs. Royds-Howard, Christchurch.
The neat little cabinet-for its over-
all dimensions are not greater than
20in. x 10in-houses four valves, in-
eluding a screen grid. A demonstra-
tion was recently given the writer, and
the set operating without an earth
brought in Wellington in the centre of
Christchurch with beautiful tone and
volume. The set operates directly

om any light socket
and no batteries

of any description are required.
The receiver has several unusual
features. A rather surprising feature
is that a sereen grid is used in an
1.0. set. This is not the A.C. type
og screen grid which is hardly past
the laboratory stage in America. By
ingenious wiring, the power pack is
made to supply direct current to the
filament of this valve which is the
ordinary screen grid type, in this case
the 222.
The power valve is of the 171 type,
which will supply an exponeatial or
dynamic cone with ample volume. The
set is. distinctly selective, and has a
toning range from 190 to 570 metres.
This is an unusually wide range, and
should bring in additional New Zea-
land stations that are operatirg just
below the ordinary wave length.
Full wave rectification is accom-
plished by means of.a filament typerectifier. Single dial control with a
balancing condenser is employed.

FRESHMANYOURUEIMATERaDIO

Model Q~All-electric, completewith Speaker, 139/16/- up.
NEW
POWER
CLARITY
SIMPLICITY

Power with simplicity secured by
use of UX222 Screen Grid Tube:
Goodquality_PowerOutput Tube:Writo for detailg and termo to
ROYDS-HOWARD CO;,
CHRISTCHURCH
Distributor8 for Wellington, Tara-
neki,Hawke'9BayendSonth Ielend:

Programmes Consistently "Samey"

Wellington Amateurs Offer Suggestions

OWING to the holidays, full notifica-tion had not been given of the gen-
eral meeting of the Wellington Ama-
teur Radio Society, so that at the ap-
pointed hour the number in atten-
dance was little more than twenty,
including ladies and some of the young-
er folk. Mr. Byron Brown (president),
in opening the meeting, said that he
felt the meeting was going to be in-
teresting, particularly in view of the
present controversy regarding "B" class
stations. He had no intention, at the
moment, of venturing an opinion, but
indicated that that topic was one to be
considered during the evening.
The regular business of the society
was then proceeded with. A letter was
received from the secretary of the
General Post Office in reply to a com-
plaint regarding interference to broad-
cast listeners by the H.M.S. Dunedin
while she was in port. The depart-
ment, in recognising that the Dunedin
had been responsible for much inter-
ference, explained that it was eaused
through a harmonic of the 600 metre
wavelength used by the ship. As she
was now out of port, the interference
wnanid he no longer felt.BOE" xuwaI""l ttttIt was remarked that the letter was
unsatisfactory, but on the recommenda
tion of one member, it was decided to
be kept on the table for reference when
the Dunedin should come back to port
again, "At least," it was said, "it is
an admission, and will be kept as a ‘rod
in pickle.’ "A lotter was read from the Rev. Er
nest Weeks, and through the courtesy
of the society we publish this letter
under a separate heading.
An apology from Mr. Ball, who was
in Auckland, was received.
This ended the regular business of
the society, and in opening the dis-
cussion Mr. Brown remarked that de-
velopments were taking place rapidly
which were going to have a far-reach-
ing effect on broadcasting in New Zea-
land. "At the present moment," he
continued, "all revenue is going to the
Broadcasting Company. They have
the right of the air for nothing, and as
the revenue is increasing, the company
is receiving at least £1300 a week." He
maintained that it did not eost the
Broadeasting Company this amount
to run the stations. In eoncluding, he
remarked that something should be
done to fill up the gap left by the broad-
casting stations, and so the discussion
in "B" class stations was opened.
For some considerable time the dis-
cussion waxed and waned. The ques-
tion as to whether the Radio Broad-
casting Company had the right to ad-
vertise was raised. It was contended
on one side that they had the right,
and on another that they did not have
the right (reference to a past issue of
the "Radio Record" would show that
the Broadcasting Company has the
right to devote five minutes in every
hour to advertising).
At this stage the discussion became
a deadlock, and it could not go on un-til the exact position was fully under-
stood. One speaker suggested that if
the Radio Broadcasting Company had
the right to advertise and used it,
directing the revenue received from
this source into the filling of the gaps,

a very much finer service could be
maintained than if private "B" class
stations were allowed the right.
The Sameness of Programmes.A SPEAKER who had just come in,and had evidently been listening
to the very fine rebroadcast of a Rus-
sian shortwave station, urged that the
society communicate with the Com-
pany suggesting that in view of the
sameness of the programmes, some ef-
fort be made by means of relaying and
rebroadecasting to brighten them up.
"Many would wait up," he contended,"tijl all hours of the morning if they
could hear a foreign station coming
over well." ‘The trans-Tasman flight
was quoted as an example.
Other speakers contended that this
would be an excellent suggestion, butit was opposed by one speaker, who
stated that 2YA was giving a better
service than anyone else. He very
much questioned the introduction of
"fireworks broadcasting," explaining
that reception from the shortwave, or
indeed from any overseas stations at
this time of the year, could be little
more than crashes of static, howling
noises, and intermittent fading. "We
want a change, certainly," he said,
"but that change will best be brought
about by relays, not rebroadcasts." It
was pointed out, too, that the question
of rebroadcasting some of the Austra-
lian stations had already been suggest-
ed, but that the right to do this had
been refused to the Broadcasting Com-
pany.In wording a motion, it was agreed
that "In view of the consistent ‘samey-
ness’ of the programmes" (that phrase
was very much quoted and discussed
that evening, but was so decidedly de-
seriptive in the opinion of the meeting
that no argument could alter the term-
inology) "2YA should be urged to in-
troduce relays and rebroadcasts."
The argument for relays and re-
broadcasts was continued at some
length, some speakers maintaining that
rebroadeasts were a success; others,
that they were not. Very fine rebroad-
casts were referred to, and as far as re-
lays went, nothing could be finer than
the Wanganui relay, and an urge was
made that more of these fine diversions
should be introduced. Summing up,
one speaker remarked that we were not
getting a service commensurate to the
income, Reference was made to gramo-
phone records, the very fine quality
put over by 2YA being applauded.In concluding the discussion on
"samey" programmes, it was urged
that a royal commission be appointed
to consider the condition of broadcast-
ing in New Zealand. That speaker
added that the public had the right to
know the full position of broadcasting.
The speaker for the evening was then
introduced. His lecture will appear
next week.

Station 4YA

New Towers Now to Hay

NEw towers will shortly mark Sta- :tion 4YA. ~The steel work has}
now come to hand and tenders are.
about to be invited for their erection |
on the "Evening Star" building. As in
Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch,

«

the Dunedin towers will be a striking .
feature in the city, being modelled on |
the graceful lines of the famous Hiffel

»

Tower. .

Sir Joseph Ward
Broadcasts

o Ps

ANY prominent men _ broadcast .
through 3YA on Thursday after-

noon. The occasion was the opening
ceremony in connection with the elec-
trification of the Christchurch to Lyt-°
telton railway line, an important event |
in the history of Canterbury. From
a broadeaster’s point of view the oc- :
casion was also a notable ‘one. The.
whole transmission, consisting of re-
lays from Christchurch and Lyttelton,
was very successful. Sir Joseph ¢
Ward broadcast for the first time, and ©
great interest was taken in his speech, |
which came over well. The Rt. Hon.*
J. G. Coates, who is no stranger to
the microphone, also spoke.

Church Broadcasts
’ cae

3YA Committee Meets

T a meeting of the 8YA Church Ser-
vice Committee, held at the studio,
on Tuesday afternoon, February 12,
there were present: Mr. A. R. Harris
(chairman), Archdeacon Taylor, Revs.
J. Robertson (Baptist), ©. A. Fraer
(Anglican), W. Greenslade (Metho-
dist), Pastor Crawford (Church of
Christ) and Mr. lL. Slade (station
manager).
The rota for the ensuing twelve
months was tentatively arranged. The
Anglicans, who have 15 services, were
allocated the third Sunday in every
month and the first Sunday on three
other occasions: The Presbyterians
(12 broadcasts) were allotted the
fourth Sunday in every month. The
Methodists received nize first Suntlays,
the first Sunday in May, July and
October being allocated to the Anglican
Church. The Congregational Church,
Church of Christ and Baptist Church
were allocated the second Sunday in
each month in rotation.

EROPLANES on regular mail
routes are now controlled and direc-
ted by duplex telephony in the Nor-
thern Hemisphere.

YOU CAN'T BUY A BETTER VALVE THANMullard
THE0MASTER-VALVE
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